
Two individuals are fac-
ing multiple charges fol-
lowing a burglary on Bug 
Ridge near Su� on last 
weekend. Braxton County 
Sheriff ’s Deputies received 
a call of a possible breaking 
and entering at 13044 Bug 
Ridge Road on Saturday, 
January 21. The caller indi-
cated multiple items were 
missing. A description of a 
silver Camaro type vehicle 
was also given to offi  cers. 

Deputy A. L. Groves went to the scene to investi-
gate. He as assisted by Deputy A. Jordan, Deputy B. 
Williams and Trooper E. Clark. The offi  cers began 
searching the area for a vehicle matching the de-
scription reported to 9-1-1. Deputy Groves spo� ed a 
silver Pontiac Firebird at 95 Sang Run Road with two 
individuals in the driveway.

When offi  cers ap-
proached the car to in-
vestigate they saw items 
similar to those reported 
stolen from the Bug Ridge 
residence. Deputy Groves 
arrested Dusten Brice 
Stewart, 32, of Su� on and 
Dustin Joe Brantley, 22, of 
Birch River. After being 
administered their Miran-
da Rights, both defendants 
confessed to the breaking 
and entering in a recorded 

statement. They were both charged with burglary 
and conspiracy.

The pair were arraigned before Braxton County 
Magistrate David Singleton where their bond was 
set at $15,000.

The vehicle was impounded, and the investiga-
tion is continuing at press-time. 

Single Copy 50 cents                                                                           Su� on,  West Virginia 26601                                                    Vol. 144, No. 4 - January 26, 2023

Legislative
Update...

By Lori Di� man
WV House of Delegates

63rd District

During the fi rst full 
week of the 86th Legis-
lature, the West Virginia 
House of Delegates have 
passed fi ve of its bills to 
the Senate for consid-
eration, the fi rst being 
House Bill 2526, which 
would gradually reduce 
the personal income tax 
by 50 percent over three 
consecutive years.

 A bill that passed the 
full House Thursday by a 
unanimous vote would le-
verage the state’s position 
in the fast lane for digital-
ly titling vehicles. House 
Bill 2506 allows the DMV 
to create a title clearing-
house for businesses not 
based in West Virginia. 
The process would re-
duce the time for titling 
from a 40-day process on 
paper to a four-day pro-
cess. With the titling fee 
of $15 at a bare minimum, 
the state road fund will 
get a $15 boost every time 
a non-resident business 
titles a vehicle in West 
Virginia. It is anticipated 
that within two years, this 
could add $100 million to 
the road fund.

The fi rst completed 
legislation of the session 
were Senate Bill 161 and 
Senate Bill 162. SBH 161 
will allow the Division of 
Natural Resources to sell, 
lease, or dispose of any 
obsolete or unused prop-
erty under its control. If 
the land is in a state park 
or state forest, the Legis-
lature fi rst would need 
to grant approval. SB 162 
would allow the DNR to 
lease tiny pockets of un-
derground open areas so 
energy producers who 
liquify the carbon they 
capture are able to pump 
it down into those spaces 
to keep carbon from be-
ing released into the at-
mosphere. Both pieces of 
legislation have been sent 
to the Governor for his 
signature.

 A total of 890 bills have 
been introduced in the 
House.

Other activities of this 
week included several 
events and celebrations.

I was honored to at-
tend a commemoration 
and celebration of the life 
of the Rev. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. The event 
was held at the West Vir-
ginia Culture Center.

It was my pleasure 
to welcome pages from 
the Gilmer County Girl 
Scouts. Clarissa Miller 
and Ariana White , both 
accompanied by  La Ta-

sha White. As a teacher 
of West Virginia History, 
I am always excited to 
see young people take an 
interest in the legislative 
process.

A reception was held 
to celebrate the partner-
ship between Marshall 
University and Glenville 
State University. The col-
laboration between the 
two schools will expand 
programs like nursing 
and their shared resources 
will allow for additional 
course off erings. 

I would also like to con-
gratulate Glenville State 
University professor, Ja-
cob Petry who invented 
the Pathfi nder. This tool 
is a directional conversion 
wheel.

Randy James, a mem-
ber of the Frametown 
Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, stopped by my of-
fi ce to discuss fi refi ghter 
and EMT concerns. Our 
volunteer fi refi ghters and 
EMTS are vital to our ru-
ral communities.

Conservation Day was 
held on January 16, where 
I met with representatives 
Larry Sponaugle and Jane 
Cain to discuss impor-
tance of conservation and 
future projects. 

I met WVU Basketball 
Coach Bob Huggins. He 
was recognized by the 
Legislature for his induc-
tion into the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall 
of Fame.

Braxton County’s own 
Samantha Morris re-en-
listed in the West Virginia 
State Police. Congratula-
tions and thank you for 
your service.

Aside from legislative 
duties, I would like to of-
fer my condolences to my 
predecessor, Brent Boggs, 
and his family, on the loss 
of Brent’s father, Doyle. I 
have known Doyle most 
of my life through his ser-
vice in our church and our 
community. My prayers 
continue to be with him 
and his mother, Ethel 
Mae, and their family.

“Everybody can be 
great because everybody 
can serve. You don’t have 
to have a college degree 
to serve. You don’t have 
to make your subject and 
your verb agree to serve. 
You only need a heart full 
of grace, a soul generated 
by love.” (Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.)

The legislature honored WVU Basketball Coach Bob 
Huggins shown here with Delegate Di� man.

Two Charged With Bug Ridge B & E

Brantley Stewart

By Shirley Shuman
Coach Ma�  Pri�  was 

pleased with his team’s 
performance against 
Gilmer in their recent 
game. Braxton won 27-21, 
and their coach explained 
why. “The girls played 
a great game on Eighth 
Grade Night,” he said. 
“We shot well from the 
foul line but didn’t shoot 
as well from the fi eld. We 
rebounded the ball the 
best we have all season 
and didn’t have as many 
turnovers.”

Once again, Rylan Cri-
ner led the Lady Knights’ 
defensive eff orts. Criner 
had several rebounds and 
her coach said “played a 
great defensive game.”  

Middle School Lady Knights win 
against Gilmer on Eighth Grade Night

With 10 points, Brooklyn 
Pale� i led the scoring. Cri-
ner added 7, Jade Chap-

man 4, Makenna Robin-
son and Aubrey Mowery 
3 each.

The Lady Knights have 
a home game against 
Summersville Thursday. 

The 8th grade members of the BCMS Lady Knights basketball team.

Magistrate Beth Smith
January 10:  John Brandon Sparks of Camden on 

Gauley, expired registration, no contest plea, driv-
ing suspended, dismissed per plea, fi ne/court costs 
assessed.

January 24:  William Ferrell Conley of Orlando, 
no seatbelt, guilty plea, failure to produce license, 
dismissed proof provided; Michael David Axtell 
of Elkview, speeding, no contest plea, driving sus-
pended, dismissed, fi ne/court costs assessed.

Magistrate David Singleton
January 17:  Kendra Paule� e Losh of Burnsville, 

domestic ba� ery, dismissed; Russell G. Moore, Jr. 
of Charleston, contraband into jail, preliminary 
hearing waived, transferred to circuit court; Ryan 
R. Duckworth of Frametown, domestic assault dis-
missed, domestic ba� ery, dismissed; Roman Lee 
Rush of Rosedale, shoplifting, guilty plea, fi ne/court 
costs/restitution assessed.

January 18:  Daniel R. Haddox of Charleston, bran-
dishing a deadly weapon, guilty plea, fi ne/court costs 
assessed; Maxwell Page Campbell of Su� on, cruelty 
to animals x4, guilty plea, fi ne/court costs assessed.

January 19:  Rodney B. Dobbins of Frametown, 
fi rst degree murder, probable cause found at pre-
liminary hearing, bound over to circuit court; Ryan 
Daniel Duckworth of Exchange, no proof of insur-
ance x2, no contest plea, driving suspended, no con-
test plea, defective equipment, no contest plea, fi nes/
court costs assessed; Ashley N. Lunceford of Gem, 
failure to obey traffi  c control device, guilty plea, 
fi ne/court costs assessed and paid; Joshua McCourt 
of Su� on, domestic assault, dismissed, domestic 
ba� ery, dismissed, victim does not wish to pursue 
charges; Sarah Beth Stump of Flatwoods, trespass-
ing asked to leave, guilty plea, fi ne/court costs as-
sessed; Gloria Ann Yeager of Frametown, forgery & 
u� ering, dismissed.

January 20:  Kyle Emerson Haney of Gassaway, 
driving revoked for DUI, no proof of insurance, fail-
ure to maintain control, expired registration, expired 
MVI, warrantless arrest, bond set at $2500 personal 
recognizance; David Sco�  Jackson of Frametown, 
obstructing an offi  cer, dismissed.

January 22:  Dusten Brice Stewart of Su� on, bur-
glary, conspiracy, warrantless arrest, bond set at 
$15,000 cash or surety; Dustin Joe Brantley of Birch 
River, burglary, conspiracy, warrantless arrest, bond 
set at $15,000 cash or surety; Carrie Renee White of 
Independence, DUI, warrantless arrest, bond set at 
$1500 personal recognizance.

January 23:  Harold Francis Shriver, II of Gas-
saway, trespassing, no contest plea, fi ne/court costs 
assessed; Gerald Michael Stump of Elyria, OH, tres-
passing, no contest plea, fi ne/court costs assessed.

Braxton County 
Magistrate Report

WV Caring is kick-
ing off  its 14th Annual 
“Hearts for Hospice” cam-
paign to increase aware-
ness and raise money for 
patient care. The “Hearts 
for Hospice” campaign 
is for those who want to 
honor someone or show 
their support of WV Car-
ing Hospice. 

Hearts for Hospice is 
a community-based cam-
paign because it is sup-
ported by local businesses, 
individuals, and organi-
zations. Even though this 
campaign looks like a 
national in-store cam-
paign, all the money that 
is raised stays right in the 
local communities includ-
ing Braxton County. One 
dollar or more donated by 
many individuals makes 
a signifi cant diff erence to 
loved ones and neighbor’s 
lives who need end-of-life 
care.

A fun way to show 
you care for someone 
is through our Virtual 
Hearts Wall. Individuals 
can send a virtual heart to 
someone for a small dona-
tion. That special person 
will receive an email stat-
ing that a person donated 
for them in the form of 
a heart. Then both their 
names will appear on the 
“Hearts for Hospice Shout 
Outs” Virtual Wall on WV 
Caring’s website home 
page at wvcaring.org. 

The goal for this year’s 
campaign is $5,000 which 
benefi ts patient care for 
WV Caring, a local, com-
munity based 501(c) 3 
non-profi t hospice pro-
vider for 40 years. All 
proceeds raised will cover 
local patients who do not 
have insurance or the abil-
ity to pay for end-of-life 

WV Caring Hosts 
“Hearts for Hospice” 

services. The campaign 
will run through the en-
tire month of February. 

“We hope local busi-
nesses will help us to in-
vest in the lives of those 
who need our care, said 
Cindy Woodyard, Vice 
President of Public Af-
fairs for WV Caring. “The 
virtual hearts are fun and 
easy to send at any time 
or anywhere during this 
campaign, especially now 
as we continue to be safe 
during this fl u and virus 
season,” Woodyard not-
ed. 

Local businesses, orga-
nizations and individuals 
are encouraged to par-
ticipate. Here is how it 
works… Businesses can 
support West Virginia 
Caring’s mission through 
sponsorship or allow 
their customers to donate 
$1 or more and proudly 
honor their loved one 
on a heart displayed in 
the business. WV Caring 
provides sponsors with 
all the materials free of 
charge to participate. 

Look for the online vir-
tual campaign on social 
media and WV Caring’s 
website, www.wvcar-
ing.org. Individuals can 
donate and send a heart 
to those in their life or 
anyone to be honored on 
the virtual Hearts Trib-
ute wall. A special email 
message will be sent to 
the recipient le� ing them 
know that a donation was 
made in their name. All 
contributions are tax de-
ductible. 

For more information 
or to participate please 
contact Kim Riley at 
1-800-350-1161 or email 
Kim at kriley@wvcaring.
org.
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Obituaries
Legislative Update
By Delegate Brent Boggs

First this week, thank 
everyone on behalf of my 
mom and our family for 
the outpouring of cards, 
calls, prayers, and many 
acts of kindness after my 
dad passed away last 
week.  Dad was blessed 
with a long life, loving 
family, church family, 
dedicated friends, busi-
nesses and fi ne neighbors 
from Gassaway and all 
across central West Vir-
ginia.  Dad quietly im-
pacted many throughout 
his life.  

Last Friday marked the 
tenth day of the session 
and completed the fi rst 
full week of legislative ac-
tivity.  Due to the events 
with my parents over the 
past three weeks, I haven’t 
been tuned-in to session 
activity.  However, I’m 
surprised at the break-
neck speed at which the 
State Senate leadership 
has moved bills to pas-
sage. Thus far, the Senate 
has rushed through and 
passed the following 29 
bills:

SB 74 Providing for sub-
stantial deference to State 
Superintendent’s interpre-
tations of school laws 

SB 83 Authorizing tacti-
cal medical professionals 
to carry fi rearms

SB 115 Providing pro-
cedure for WV to select 
delegates to Article V 
Convention 

SB 124 Authorizing 
child sexual abuse and 
sexual violence preven-
tion program and in-ser-
vice training in child sex-
ual abuse prevention 
 SB 126 Reorganiz-
ing DHHR 

SB 127 Relating to re-
imbursement of hospital 
inpatient rates by PEIA 

SB 128 Clarifying au-
thority of Governor and 
Legislature to proclaim 
and declare state of emer-
gency and preparedness 

SB 129 Limiting gu-
bernatorial authority to 
spend certain federal 
funds without appropria-
tion of Legislature

SB 130 Anti-Racism Act 
of 2023 

SB 131 Allowing mu-
nicipal fi re marshals to 
receive service weapon 
upon retirement

SB 132 Clarifying crimi-
nal off ense of harassment

SB 133 Adding defi ni-

tion of “ammunition” for 
purposes of obtaining 
state license to carry con-
cealed deadly weapon 

SB 134 Protecting con-
sumers against businesses 
using automatic renewals 
without consent 

SB 135 Relating 
to Uniform Controlled 
Substances Act 

SB 136 Requiring per-
sons convicted of certain 
off enses to undergo psy-
chological or psychiatric 
testing and have treat-
ment plan to be eligible 
for probation 

SB 137 Clarifying of-
fenses of kidnapping and 
unlawful restraint 

SB 138 Clarifying sec-
ondary sources are not 
law and public policy of 
WV in certain instances 

SB 139 Requiring each 
county BOE to ensure all 
its meetings are open to 
public through in-person 
a� endance and broadcast 
live on its website 

SB 140 Updating of-
fenses of extortion and at-
tempted extortion

SB 141 Adding Divi-
sion of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation employees 
working at certain institu-
tions to WV Emergency 
Responders Survivor Ben-
efi ts Act 

SB 142 Modifying pro-
cedures to se� le estates of 
decedents 

SB 143 Relating to 
Adopt-A-Stream Pro-
gram 

SB 145 Allowing coun-
ty BOE participating in 
operation of multicounty 
vocational center to with-
draw 

SB 146 Modifying regu-
lations of peer-to-peer car 
sharing program

SB 147 Creating pilot 
program for recovery resi-
dences in Cabell County 

SB 148 Relating to mu-
nicipalities required to be 
represented on county au-
thority boards 

SB 149 Exempting cer-
tain organizations from 
property taxation 

SB 161 Authorizing 
DNR to manage and dis-
pose of property 

SB 162 Authorizing 
director of DNR to lease 
state-owned pore spaces 
in certain areas for carbon 
sequestration

In the House of Del-
egates, the pace has been 
much more deliberative, 

passing the following 
bills:

HB 2018 P e r m i t -
ting the managed care 
case coordinator to a� end 
the multidisciplinary 
team meeting  

HB 2029 R e p e a l -
ing the creation of an all-
payor claims database 

HB 2412 Declaring No-
vember 14 every year, a 
special Memorial Day in 
remembrance of the Mar-
shall University airplane 
crash  

HB 2506 Creating a ti-
tle clearinghouse for non-
resident businesses 

HB 2526 Relat ing 
to reducing the personal 
income tax

Two bills have passed 
both the House and Sen-
ate and now await action 
by the Governor:

SB 161 Authorizing 
DNR to manage and dis-
pose of property 

SB 162 Authorizing 
director of DNR to lease 
state-owned pore spaces 
in certain areas for carbon 
sequestration

Wednesday, January 
25 will mark the one-
fourth benchmark of the 
session with over 1,300 
bills already introduced.  
Right now, I’m watching 
two bills in particular – 
HB 2526, the Governor’s 
income tax proposal and 
SB 127, the bill that modi-
fi es reimbursement of 
hospital inpatient rates 
by PEIA.  Both will have 
major implications to the 
budget.  The Governor’s 
income tax proposal will 
blow a considerable hole 
in the budget, but I hope 
the plan is modifi ed at 
some point to provide 
much needed relief to 
senior citizens, veterans 
and to low- and middle-
income working families.  
These groups have been 
the most hard-hit by the 
global infl ation brought 
on by COVID.  I’m all for 
tax relief to all, but some 
of the wealthiest of our 
citizens have not been im-
pacted as heavily.  Now it 
goes to the Senate, where 
the House plan is likely to 
not survive in its current 
form.

PEIA is at a crossroads.  
First, the reimbursement 
rates to in-state providers 
are much less than those 
aff orded to those insured 
by PEIA receiving medical 
care in surrounding states.  
Already, one hospital in 
the northern panhandle 
has announced that soon 
it will not accept PEIA 
patients.  This would be 
a tragedy reminiscent of 
forty years ago, at a time 
when the state was es-
sentially broke from un-
derfunded pension plans 
for state employees and 
teachers along with a 
broken workers comp 
system.  Thankfully, the 
legislature faced the situ-
ation and paid down our 
crushing debt, se� ing up 
the surpluses of today.

By all accounts, PEIA is 
living off  claims revenue.  
However, experts have 
agreed that it will take a 
cash infusion between $50 
million to $80 million for 
several years to keep pre-
miums, co-pays and de-
ductibles at current levels.  
Look for major changes 
unless it the PEIA funding 
“can” is kicked down the 
road until 2025.

You can reach me at 
my home offi  ce at: 151 
Park Street, Gassaway, 
WV  26624. The phone 
number is 304-364-8411. 
For those with Internet ac-
cess, my email address is: 
Boggs34@gmail.com  

Thank our Veterans ev-
ery day for their service 
and remember our troops 
- at home and abroad - 
and keep them and their 
families in your thoughts 
and prayers.

Until next week, take 
care.

William Burl
“Punk” Hamner

William Burl “Punk” 
H a m -
ner, 69, 
p a s s e d 
away at 
his home 
in Man-
s f i e l d , 
Ohio, on 
Tuesday, 
January 

3, 2023. He was born on 
July 19, 1953, in Colum-
bus, Ohio. He was the son 
of the late Leonard “Jack” 
and Lenora (Perry) Ham-
ner and the grandson of 
the late Alva and Pearl 
(Blankenship) Hamner of 
Newville, West Virginia.

Punk retired in 2012 
from Stanley Miller Con-
struction and was a mem-
ber of Laborers Local 
Union 1216 for 37 years. 
An outdoor enthusiast 
who greatly enjoyed hunt-
ing and fi shing, he was a 
lifetime member of the 
National Rifl e Association 
of America (NRA). He 
was a die-hard Pi� sburgh 
Steelers fan and enjoyed 
NASCAR.

Bill, as he was also 
known, is survived by his 
wife of 48 years, Donna 
(Burnworth) Hamner, 
daughter Juli (Dave) Lam-
bert; two sisters Virginia 
“Sis” (Sam Jackson) of 
Li� le Birch, West Virginia, 
and Evelyn (Randy) Lu-
zader of Flatwoods, West 
Virginia; two nephews Al-
len Jackson of Li� le Birch, 
and Bryon (Melonie) Lu-
zader and great-nephew 
J.D. and great-niece Percie 
of Weston, West Virginia.

The Diamond Street 
Home of Wappner Funer-
al Directors in Mansfi eld, 
Ohio, is honored to serve 
the Hamner family during 
this time of grief. Words 
of condolence may be ex-
pressed at www.wappner.
com.

Della Cutlip Long
Della Cutlip Long, 101, 

of Flatwoods, went home 
to be 
with the 
Lord on 
J a n u -
ary 18, 
2023 at 
her resi-
dence. 

S h e 
was born 

June 14, 1921 in Birch 
River, the daughter of the 
late Thornton W & Mary 
Earnestine Loving Bur-
rough. Also preceding 
her in death was her 1st 
husband, Tida Cutlip, 2nd 
husband, Orval Long; sis-
ter, Eloise Hines; brother, 
Lacy Elmer Burrough; 
step daughter, Mary Long; 
step son, Johnny Long.

Della was a loving 
homemaker, a former ca-
shier for Su� on Foodland 
and was a Baptist by faith.

She is survived by her 
sons, Earl Cutlip (Joann) 
of Philippi, WV, Carl Cut-
lip (Martha) of Gassaway, 
WV; daughter, Judith Ann 
Barcus (Phil) of Cincin-
nati, OH; sister, Yvonna 
Sergent of Warrenton, 
VA; 5 grandchildren and 
6 great grandchildren; 2 
step grandchildren and 5 
step great grandchildren. 

The family would like 
to thank her caregivers, 
Nova Sandy, Evelyn Fral-
ey and Roberta Kuhl. 

Funeral services were 
held 1:00 pm, Satur-
day, January 21, 2023 at 
Greene-Robertson Funer-
al Home, Su� on with Rev. 
Rich Demastus offi  ciating. 
Burial  followed at Braxton 
Memorial Cemetery, Air-
port Rd. Su� on. Friends 
called 11:30 till 1 pm at the 
funeral home.

In lieu of fl owers fam-
ily suggests donations 
be made to: WV Hos-
pice Caring, P.O. Box 323 
Burnsville, WV 26335.

Greene-Robertson Fu-

neral Home is humbly 
serving the Cutlip/Long 
families.  

Online condolences 
may be sent to: greene-
Robertsonfuneralhome.
com

Ronnie Lee Ray
Ronnie Lee Ray, 65 of 

Cowen passed away Tues-
day, Jan-
uary 17, 
2023 at 
Webster 
N u r s -
ing and 
R e h a b .  
R o n n i e 
was born 
Septem-

ber 2, 1957 in Webster 
Springs and was the son 
of the late Virgil and Carol 
Barbe Ray.  Along with his 
parents he was preceded 
in death by a brother Rog-
er Ray.

Ronnie was a former 
employee of the Cowen 
PSD.  He was a 1977 grad-
uate of Webster County 
High School where he 
played football.  Ronnie 
also coached li� le league 
football, baseball and bas-
ketball.  He also enjoyed 
hunting, fi shing, was an 
avid Washington Red-
skins fan and loved his 
grandchildren.

Surviving are his sons; 
Chris (Rachel Stuart) Ray 
of Philippi and Corey 
(Sheena) Ray of Craigs-
ville; grandchildren Wade 
Lewis, Ensley Ray, and 
Triston Simmons; sister; 
Judy Lynch of Webster 
Springs, brothers; Terry 
Ray of Upperglade, Craig 
Ray and Randall Ray both 
of Cowen,  and also Rod 
Ray and his wife Shawna 
of Princeton; and sev-
eral aunts, uncles, nieces, 
nephews, cousins and ex-
tended family and friends 
to mourn his passing.

Funeral Services to cel-
ebrate Ronnie’s life were 
held on Saturday, January 
21, 2023 at 1:00 PM at Ad-
ams-Reed Funeral Home, 
Cowen with Brother Larry 
Armentrout. Interment 
followed in Johns Cem-
etery, Givens Run, Upper-
glade.

Friends joined the 
family for visitation two 
hours prior to service time 
at Adams-Reed Funeral 
Home.

Online condolences 
may be sent to the fam-
ily at www.adamsreed� .
com.

Adams-Reed Funeral 
Home is honored to be 
serving the Ray family.

Richard Eugene
Jeff ers

Richard Eugene Jeff ers, 
53, of Walkersville, passed 

away on 
January 
13, 2023, 
at Stone-
w a l l 
Jackson 
M e m o -
rial Hos-
pital in 
Weston. 

Richard was born in 
Hurricane, WV, on Au-
gust 1, 1969, a son of Rob-
ert Eugene Jeff ers and the 
late Donna Jean Thacker. 
In addition to his mother, 
Richard was preceded in 
death by his step-father, 
Donald Pi� s. 

Forever cherishing 
their memories of Richard 
are two siblings: Eric Ar-
nold and wife, Leann, of 
Walkersville, and Casey 
Kerr of Braxton County; 
two nieces: Shae Arnold 
and Catlynn Pi� s; and 
four nephews: Sean Ar-
nold, Jacob Kerr, Triston 
Arnold, and Bryce Arnold. 

Richard was previously 
employed with Li� le Cae-
sars several years ago. He 
loved spending time at 
home. Richard enjoyed 
listening to music and 
watching scary movies, 
especially “Friday the 

13th”, and “The Dukes of 
Hazard”. He will be deep-
ly missed by all who loved 
and cared for him. 

Richard’s request for 
Cremation has been hon-
ored at Pat Boyle Funeral 
Home’s On-Site Cremato-
ry. A Private Celebration 
of Life Service will be held 
at a later date. 

We, at Pat Boyle Fu-
neral Home and Crema-
tion Service located at 144 
Hackers Creek Rd. in Jane 
Lew, are honored and 
privileged to serve the 
family of Richard Eugene 
Jeff ers. Online condo-
lences may be expressed 
at www.PatBoyleFuneral-
Home.com.

Marvin Wayne Cogar
Marvin Wayne Cogar, 

64 of Webster Springs 
p a s s e d 
a w a y 
on Sat-
u r d a y , 
January 
14, 2023 
at his 
h o m e . 
He was 
b o r n 

March 29, 1958 in Buck-
hannon to the late Bal-
lard Jack and Patricia Ann 
Cogar.

Marvin a� ended 
the Jumbo Community 
Church and was Christian 
by faith. He was a former 
coal miner; a member of 
the Diana Volunteer Fire 
Department for over 40 
years and the Sugar Creek 
Sportsman Association 
Hunting Club; he loved 
his cat; loved to hunt, fi sh, 
and play cards and shoot 
pool with his friends Zack 
Cogar and Hunter Da-
vis; and enjoyed helping 
with the Webster County 
WoodChopping Festival.

In addition to his par-
ents Marvin was preceded 
in death by his wife Glad-
ys Cutlip Cogar and step-
sons Michael and Jeff rey 
Gum.

Marvin is survived by 
his brother Stephen Cog-
ar; sisters Jane (Bill) Len-
gacher and Anita (Denver 
Stubbs) Hiley; step-son 
Mark Gum; step-daughter 
Lisa Clu� er; 3 step-grand-
children; 1 step-great-
granddaughter; several 
nieces, nephews,  aunts, 
uncles and cousins; and 
many extended family 
and friends to mourn his 
passing.

Friends joined the fam-
ily for visitation on Tues-
day, January 17, 2023 from 
6:00 to 9:00 PM at Dodd 
& Reed Funeral Home, 
Webster Springs. Funeral 
Services were held on 
Wednesday, January 18, 
2023 at 1:00 PM at Dodd & 
Reed Funeral Home with 
Pastor Sam Gray offi  ciat-
ing. The Diana Volunteer 
Fire Department led the 
procession to Dave Cogar 
Sugar Creek Cemetery, 
Webster Springs where 
Marvin was laid to rest 
beside his parents.

Online condolences 
may be sent to the family 
at www.doddreed� .com.

Dodd & Reed Funeral 
Home is honored to be 
serving the Cogar family.

Bessie Lea Chapman
Bessie Lea Chapman, 

93, of Gassaway, went 
h o m e 
to be 
with the 
Lord on 
T h u r s -
d a y , 
January 
12, 2023, 
at her 
h o m e 

surrounded by family.  
Bessie was born on May 
15, 1929, to the late Riley 
A. and Nellie Gay (Lan-
caster) Sears. 

She started working at 
the Bank of Gassaway at a 
young age as a bookkeep-
er and retired after work-
ing there many years.  She 
was a member of Sugar 

Join the Town of Burns-
ville on Friday, February 
10 for Valentine’s Paint 
Night. This fundraiser 
will support the Burns-
ville Community Center.

The cost is $35 per 
painter. No experience 

needed. Bring a friend or 
two and enjoy an evening 
of art painting.

For additional informa-
tion, please contact An-
gela Morgan on Facebook 
at the Tiny Sparrow, Art 
Studio and Happy Place.

Town of Burnsville
Paint Night Fundraiser

Organizers anticipat-
ing the reopening of the 
Gassaway Train Depot in 
April!

The Gassaway Farmer 

& Flea Market will contin-
ue to be FREE for all and 
EVERYONE is welcome 
to sell what they have!

Watch for more news!

Gassaway Market 2023
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Creek Baptist Church, 
Gassaway, WV, where she 
a� ended when able.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded 
in death by her husband, 
Donald Ray Chapman.

Bessie was a devoted 
wife and special, loving 
mother to her daughter, 
Sheila.  Bessie enjoyed 
spending time with her 
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren whom 
she adored very much.  
When she was younger, 
she enjoyed singing with 
her Aunt Ruby (Rollyson) 
Bollinger in churches and 
community gatherings.  
Her favorite song was, “It 
Is Well With My Soul”.  
She also enjoyed going to 
WVU football games with 
her husband and traveling 
to various states in their 
motor home.  Her favorite 
pastimes were collecting 
angel fi gurines and caring 
for her canary, Tweetie, 
and her fi sh.  She also en-
joyed making jewelry.

Bessie is survived by 
her daughter, Sheila (Bill) 
Powers, Gassaway; grand-
daughters, Dawn Rae 
(David) Smith, Athens, 
WV, and Allison (Doug) 
Beall, Normantown, WV; 
great-grandchildren, Ken-
nedy Smith, Beckley, WV; 
Brody, Joel, Brooklyn, and 
Leland Ray Beall, Nor-
mantown, WV; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.  
She is also survived by her 
brother, Ronald “Don” 
Sears, Merri�  Island, 
Florida.  She will also be 
missed by her Pomerani-
an dog, King.

A special thank you to 
the Braxton County Se-
nior Center for providing 
meals; caregiver, Shirley 
Wilson; WV Caring Hos-
pice Center nurses, Kim 
Harris, Kim Garrison, 
Christina Loudin, and 
Tabitha Deal, CNA.

Private family services 
were held.

The family would like 
to give a special thank you 
to Roach Funeral Home, 
Gassaway, WV.

Words of comfort and 
fond memories may be 
extended to the family at 
www.roachfuneralhome.
com.

Wilbur Harold Hoard
Wilbur Harold Hoard, 

72, of Su� on, passed away 
on Janu-
ary 20,  
2023 at 
his resi-
dence. 

H e 
was born 
Au g u s t 
25, 1950 
S u t t o n , 

the son of Clyde & Mary 
Elsie Kelly Hoard. Also 
preceding him in death 
was his infant daughter, 
Marlena Hoard; brothers, 
James Hoard, John Hoard, 
Camden Lee Hoard; 
brother-in-laws, Ray Pow-
ers, Lefty Beihl. 

Harold worked for 
product Distributor for 30 
years. Then took the busi-
ness and changed it to H 
&H Tire, Li� le Birch. 

He is survived by his 
loving wife, Linda Kay 
Flint Hoard; son, Harold 
Hoard (Jessica Grose) of 
Li� le Birch; sisters, Anna 
Mae Morrison (John) 
of Li� le Birch, Be� y Jo 
Powers, Jean Beihl both 
of Ohio; brother, Billy 
K Hoard of Li� le Birch; 
nephew, David Propst 
(Bri� ney-Zoey) of Ex-
change. 

Funeral service will 
be held at 1:00 pm, Tues-
day, January 24, 2023, at 
the Greene-Robertson 
Funeral Home in Su� on 
with the Rev. Ray Teets 
and Rev. Linn Schiefer 
offi  ciating. Burial will fol-

low in the Braxton Memo-
rial Cemetery, Airport Rd. 
Su� on.  Friends may call 
from 11:30 till 1:00 pm at 
the funeral home. 

Greene-Robertson Fu-
neral Home, Su� on is 
honored to be serving the 
Hoard family.     

Online condolences 
may be sent to:greene-
robertsonfuneralhome.
com 

Ina Marie Armentrout
Ina Marie Armentrout, 

72, of Summersville, 
p a s s e d 
a w a y 
S a t u r -
d a y , 
January 
14, 2023 
at home 
s u r -
rounded 
by her 

family.
She was born in Rich-

wood on February 25, 
1950 to the late Alva Gar-
land Casto and Bonnie 
Bond Casto. 

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded 
in death by her sister, 
Patricia Ann Casto; and 
infant great-grandson, 
Kayden McCraw.

Ina was a retired 911 
Dispatcher for Nicholas 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment with 35+ years of 
service.  Watching Jeop-
ardy was her favorite 
pastime.  She enjoyed 
crocheting and doing 
crafts.  Being home and 
spending time with her 
grandchildren gave her 
the most joy in her life.  

She will be forever 
remembered by her 
daughter, Bonnie Lem-
mon and husband, Wil-
liam, of Summersville; 
grandchildren, Kassan-
dra McCraw and hus-
band, Bobby, of Sum-
mersville, Wesley White, 
Jr. of Summersville, and 
Johnathan Lemmon of 
Summersville; great-
grandchildren, Ruby 
Denane-McCraw, Bob-
by Ray McCraw, and 
Hailey Jo White; broth-
er, Alva “Bud” Casto 
and wife, Rose, of Net-
tie; sister, Isora O’Dell 
and husband, Lowell, 
of White Sulfur Springs; 
and several nieces and 
nephews.

In keeping with her 
wishes she was cremat-
ed and celebration of 
her life will be held at a 
later date. 

In lieu of flowers, 
the family requests that 
donations be made di-
rectly to Roach Funeral 
Home, 708 Braxton St., 
Gassaway, WV  26624, 
to aid with final ex-
penses.

Words of comfort 

and fond memories 
may be extended to the 
family at www.roachfu-
neralhome.com. 

David C. Phares II
David C. Phares II, 49 

of Linn, WV; departed 
this earthly life sudden-
ly in the morning hours 
of Monday, January 16, 
2023 in Duck, WV.

He was born February 
26, 1973 in Gassaway, 
WV; son of David C. and 
Barbara Grounds Phares 
of Glenville, WV.

David is a graduate 
of Gilmer County High 
School, class of 1991 and 
worked as a well tender 
in the oil and gas indus-
try for many years. In 
his spare time, David 
enjoyed being outdoors, 
hunting, spending time 
with family and friends 
and spoiling his chil-
dren and grandchildren 
whenever possible.

Along with his par-
ents, David is survived 
by 4 children, Joshua 
Butcher of Pickens Coun-
ty, SC; Harlie Stump 
(Joshua) of Linn, WV; 
Kathrine Phares of Ce-
darville, WV; and Avery 
Ann Phares of Cedar-
ville, WV; 3 grandchil-
dren, Whytnie and Ky-
lie Stump of Linn, and 
Clayton Butcher of Pick-
ens County, SC; and 2 
brothers, Alex Phares of 
Cedarville, WV; and Jer-
emiah Phares (Nicole) of 
Oak Hill, WV.

Also surviving is 5 
uncles, Stephen (Barba-
ra) Phares of Palestine, 
WV; George Grounds of 
Calhoun County, WV; 
James “Pete” Grounds 
of Charleston, Clarence 
Williamson of Glenville, 
WV and Roy Isenhart of 
Cedarville, WV; 6 aunts: 
Sharon Brannon of Ce-
darville, Sheba (David) 
Kendig of Burnsville, 
Sandra Smith (Lonzo) 
of Linn, Bonnie Barne�  
of Ravenna, OH, Sharon 
Phares of Glenville, WV, 
Sharon Phares Smith of 
Linn, WV; a step-aunt, 
Monnie Simpson (Wil-
liam) of Houston, TX and 
a host of nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, and many 
other wonderful family 
and friends.

David is preceded in 
death by 3 aunt, Shena 
Williamson, Do� ie Wil-
liamson, and Darlene 
Isenhart, and 2 uncles, 
James and Larry Phares. 

David’s request for 
cremation has been hon-
ored and a celebration of 
his life will be conducted 
at a late date. 

Ellyson Mortuary, 
Inc., is honored to assist 
the Phares family with 
cremation arrangements.

Please be advised 
that the next meeting of 
the Braxton County Lo-
cal Emergency Planning 
Commi� ee is scheduled 
on 2/14/23 at 12:00 noon at 
3 Girls Dinner Restaurant.

BC Local Emergency Planning 
Committee Meeting Feb 14

Please advise us if you 
plan to a� end. 

If you have any ques-
tions regarding this meet-
ing, please feel free to 
email at braxtonlepc@
gmail.com

Join the Braxton 
County Jamboree for 
Bluegrass and Coun-
try Music every Friday 
night from 7:00 to 10:00 
PM.

February lineup will 
include: February 3 Ret-
ro Country, February 10 
Flannel and Company, 
February 17 Bluegrass 
Preserves, February 24 
Dixie Highway

Concessions will be 
available for purchase. 
No Alcohol permitted on 
the grounds.

Call (304) 364-5577 
or email e-mail--lpar-
sons804@gmail.com for 
additional information. 
http: / /braxtoncounty-
jamboree.webstarts.com 
Like and Follow the 
Braxton County Jambo-
ree on Facebook.

BC Jamboree announces
February music schedule

Burnsville Elementary Recognizes
Academic Achievements

Dr. Grace Wine, BES 
Principal, is pleased to 
announce the 2nd Nine 
Weeks Principal’s Hon-
or Roll and Honorable 
Mention Lists at Burns-
ville Elementary. Stu-
dents received keepsake 
ribbons in recognition of 
their hard work.  

Principal’s Honor Roll 
(3.5-4.0 GPA):  

5th Grade: Aubrey 
Pritt, Beva Shaver, Kol-
tin Marks, Hayden Rus-

sell, Jackson Hughes, & 
Lane Lewis 

4th Grade: Khloe 
Mace, Emsley Plymale, 
Peyton Singleton, Ada-
lyn Wilson, MaLeah 
Blake, Zane Cool, Ever-
ett Keiffer, Sadie Mace, 
Richard Ratliff, Auro-
ra Williams, Addison 
Wright, Logan Conrad, 
& Braden Davis 

3rd Grade: Cameron 
Butcher, Jaxson Russell, 
Isabella Bender, Lanette 

Hines, Brianna Moore, 
Azlynn Plymale, & 
Brentley Singleton 

Honorable Mention 
(3.0-3.4 GPA): 

5th Grade: Landry 
Moss & Emma Rowan 

4th Grade: Brayden 
Drake, Jada Drake, & 
Mayson Lanham 

3rd Grade: Sylas Bai-
ley, Lucas Friend, Aiden 
Mollohan, Brayden Shi-
naberry, & Ayden Sin-
gleton 

Front row: Brentley Singleton, Lane� e Hines, Cameron Butcher, Aurora Will-
liams, Brayden Drake, Ayden Mollohan, Lucas Friend, Sylas Bailey, Ayden Sin-
gleton, Brayden Shinaberry. 2nd row: Jackson Russell, Brianna Moore, Isabella 
Belknap, Emsley Plymale, Peyton Singleton, Sadie Mace, Brayden Drake, Az-
zlynn Plymale. 3rd row: Richard Ratliff , Evere�  Keiff er, Addison Wright, Khloe 
Mace, Adalyn Wilson, MaLeah Blake, Jada Drake, Mayson Lanham. 4th row: Lo-
gan Conrad, Beva Shaver, Zane Cool, Jackson Hughes, Lane Lewis, Aubrey Pri� , 
Hayden Russell, Landry Moss, Koltin Marks

Gassaway Public Li-
brary has purchased 
over 300 new children’s 
books.     The library is 
working closely with Da-
vis Elementary to provide 
a variety of books for the 
students.  

The T.O.P.S Club #81 
Gassaway also supports 
students and encourages 

The Local T.O.P.S Club Supports Students
reading.  This organiza-
tion donated $100.00 to 
Gassaway Public Library 
to support the Accelerated 
Reading Program at Davis 
Elementary.  The library 
used those funds to pur-
chase gifts to encourage 
the students to read regu-
larly.

The Accelerated Read-

ing Program awards 
points based on the dif-
fi culty of each AR Book.  
When a student reads a 
book and completes a quiz 
with a passing score, the 
student earns the points 
for that book.    Points ac-
cumulate and students 
have a chance to earn priz-
es based on those points.

Save the dates of Oc-
tober 13 through 15, 2023 
for the 160th Anniver-
sary of the Ba� le of Bull-
town Civil War Reenact-
ment.

The Ba� le will take 
place on the Original 
Ba� lefi eld. The Union 
will be camped on the 
ba� les original fortifi ca-
tion and using the origi-
nal trenches.

If you are interested 

Bulltown Historic Area announce 160th 
Anniversary of Civil War Reenactment

in reenacting, contact 
Sam Kraff t at (304)677-
1398 or Burnsville Lake, 

US Army Corps of En-
gineers Project Offi  ce at 
(304)853-2371 ext 0.
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On the Other Side of the Mountain
By Verena Sava

I wanted to write 
about seed starting, but 
a headline on google 
propped up that caught 
my attention, “Finland, 
the happiest country in 
the world”. Being Euro-
pean I am very familiar 
with where Finland is 
located, far up North. 
Geographically it is a 
Scandinavian country, 
but ethnically and lin-
guistically it has nothing 
in common with other 
Scandinavian countries, 
it is closely related to Es-
tonia and Hungary.

Finnish and its lin-
guistic relatives are 
some of the hardest to 
learn languages. We 
learned early in school 
that the geographical 
area high up North was 
considered the Scandi-
navian countries which 
included Finland, Swe-
den. Norway and Den-
mark, all places that we 
Swiss people considered 
examples of good, hon-
est, healthful living.

Today, Scandinavian 
countries are also known 
as Nordic Countries 
which includes Iceland 
and the Faroe Islands. 
Let’s not forget that the 
famous Vikings were 
Scandinavians, but not 
every Scandinavian was 
a Viking. Vikings were 
people who took to the 
sea to raid other coun-
tries and islands to attain 
wealth. They were pi-
rates, traders, explorers, 
and warriors that were at 
their height from the 9th 
to the 11th century.

They discovered 
America way before Co-
lumbus, and they also 
moved into the East, 
where they are consid-
ered to have founded an 
Eastern Territory which 
is today Belarus, Ukraine 
and part of Russia.

While Finland took 
the top spot on the 
world’s happiness report 
in 2022 (actually 3 years 
in a row), Denmark and 
Iceland were in sec-
ond place, followed by 
Switzerland, the Neth-
erlands, Luxembourg, 
Sweden and Norway.

So what makes people 
happy? Finland has a 
strong social network, 
granting 10 months of 
parental leave for par-
ents after the birth of 
a child. Both parents 
stay home for the first 
3 weeks, afterwards the 
rest of the leave time 
is shared between both 
parents till the baby is 
nine months old. The 
work week in Finland 
consists of 37.5 hours. 

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways 
through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when prequalifi ca-
tion is waived) being received at its offi ce in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard
East, Charleston, West Virginia until March 16, 2023 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will 
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):

Call Contract  State Project   Federal Project   Description
003 2022870002  S387-REC/AL-23 00  STBG-2023(012)D PAVEMENT MARKINGS
       D-7 RECALL STRIPING 2023
       DISTRICT WIDE
       COUNTY: BARBOUR, BRAXTON
       GILMER, LEWIS, UPSHUR
       WEBSTER
DBE GOAL: 7 % OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCE OF 
MEETING GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.
REMARKS:
Proposals will be received from prequalifi ed and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on 
Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work 
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in ac-
cordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids 
on project(s) must submit electronically with their bid a Proposal Guaranty Bond for $500.00 or 5% of the 
total bid, whichever is greater.
The West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay or 
postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this advertise-
ment, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and the 
date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.
The West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways hereby notifi es all bidders that it will 
affi rmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business 
enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an 
award.          1-19  1-26b

Finland has universal 
healthcare, affordable 
for everyone. Finland 
also has the highest lit-
eracy rate in the world at 
99% , compared with the 
US at 79%.

All education is free, 
including college, grad-
uate studies and the 
time for getting a doc-
torate degree. Crime is 
extremely low, being 
labeled the safest coun-
try in the world. Many 
people leave their homes 
unlocked and feel safe to 
let a child roam around 
by him or herself even 
in cities. They have a 
well functioning public 
transport system, fund-
ed by taxpayers. Only 
60% of the population 
owns a car. Bicycle use 
and walking are popu-
lar. Finns have a high 
level of social trust in 
society that leads to the 
perception that people 
are honest in nature,  
good public service is 
taken for granted and 
there is no problem with 
gender equality. Finns 
believe that authorities 
are honest, even if some 
corruption is detected. 
Finland’s authorities 
are considered the most 
honest in the world. 
Finland’s culture is in-
tolerant of authoritarian 
abuse of power. Finns 
pay high taxes but they 
don’t mind because they 
are paid back to them in 
social services that pro-
vide quality of life.

The cost of living is 
high, but so is prosper-
ity. The country is full 
of natural beauty. Finns 
don’t spend their vaca-
tion in luxurious resorts, 
they prefer a cabin in 
the wilderness or in a 
park without electricity 
and running water. Na-
ture is precious, to them, 
knowing that it creates 
balance in one’s life. So, 
why would people in 
the happiest countries 
in the world  ( in all of 
Scandinavia) suffer from 
depression? The winters 
are long with extreme 
cold and long, dark 
nights. Further north 
there are two months of 
total darkness. Scandi-
navians suffer from sea-
sonal affective disorder, 
which triggers incidents 
of depression in the 
brain due to lack of sun 
exposure.

Honesty is a big part 
of Finnish culture, may-
be it is even in their 
DNA? If you lie you can’t 
be trusted anymore. It is 
not rubbed in your face 
but people will be care-
ful of your actions. It 

was interesting to read 
about an experiment  
called the “Lost Wallet 
Test”. Reporters “lost” 
192  wallets in different 
cities all over the world, 
containing $50.00, con-
tact information, fam-
ily photos and business 
cards. Twelve wallets 
were dropped in Helsin-
ki (capitol of Finland), 
eleven were returned! 

Everybody who has 
kids knows how they 
lose their mittens in win-
ter.

Finns hang them up in 
trees or on posts  where 
they found them so 
the owners can reclaim 
them. The trust includes 
the state, which is per-
ceived as a friend, not 
an enemy, acting for the 
collective good.

Public officials work 
in everybody’s shared 
interest, including the 
police. According to the 
American Psychological 
Association happiness 
is connected to honesty, 
a study that established 
connections in men-
tal and hysical health 
by telling the truth. I 
am quoting a journal-
ist who visited Finland 
to find out  about this 
happiness business: “ 
Finns were helpful with-
out interfering, warm, 
yet stoic, clear but not 
extremely expressive. 
What  was apparent, was 
their direct communica-
tion style, which attri-
butes to their core value 
of honesty and straight-
forwardness.” Finns ap-
parently are bad at small 
talk, saying that it is bet-
ter to be silent than talk 
about something with no 
point, not to make any 
empty promises and not 
to try to polish things 
up. One negative aspect 
that can be brought up is 
that this culture of truth 
as ideal as it appears, 
lacks diversity of opin-
ion. Keep in mind that 
the country is a fairly 
homogeneous society.

As I was getting all 
this information about 
Finland, I constantly 
made mental references 
between our country and 
Finland. Very few of our 
politicians would have a 
chance to get elected to 
office in Finland.

They would even 
have a hard time get-
ting established in busi-
ness, because their fame 
of lying, deceiving and 
making empty promises 
would make them unfit 
to succeed there. They 
would have to emigrate 
to the US to be prosper-
ous.

By: Jeane� e Riffl  e
We are trying to take 

good care of our dog and 
get him in by the fi re on 
the real cold nights but 
he would rather stay out 
and chase cri� ers. He has 
to be dragged in some-
times.   He just wants to  
go lay on the hay, in his 
dog house. It is on the 
back porch though. Our 
other dogs were happy 
to go lay on a warm do-
gie bed in front of a stove. 
Not this one. He wants 
out where he can chase 
every cri� er that comes 
near. This is his territory. 
The only thing is we loose 
sleep with him running 
down the ramp growling 
and barking. If he growls, 
a fox is coming in on us. 
If he howls, there is a coy-
ote out there somewhere 
howling. Then there is a 
deer bark and a people 
bark. He even tells us if 
it starts raining. He will 

The Cold Doesn’t Bother Rascal

bark on the sidewalk and 
look at the front porch, 
waiting for hubby to 
come out to see what is 
wrong. We can almost tell 
by the bark what is out 
there. I have to wear ear 
plugs to be able to sleep 
at night.

People are ge� ing anx-
ious for spring. Some of 
my friends have animals 

to care for and they re-
ally have to get bundled 
up on the cold days. We 
are hearing of so many vi-
ruses and a stomach bug 
going around so we  need  
to continue to go by the 
safety rules.

Until next time, every-
one stay warm.

Take care and God 
bless!

Menu subject to change 
due to food availability. 
2% milk served with each 
meal.

Wednesday 1 Sausage 
Biscuit and Gravy, Hash 
Browns, Fruit. Thurs-
day 2 Fish Taco with Baja 
Sauce, Black Beans, Rice, 
Fruit. Friday 3 Hamburger 
Steak with Onion Gravy, 
Mashed Potatoes, Gar-
den Salad, Dinner Roll, 
Fruit. Monday 6 Pot Roast, 
Mashed Potatoes with 
Gravy, Broccoli Casserole, 
Dinner Roll, Fruit. Tues-
day 7 Chicken Corn Chow-
der, Sweet Potatoes, Corn-
bread, Fruit. Wednesday 8 
Steak and Pepper Strips, 

Braxton County Senior Center
releases February lunch menu

Au Gratin Potatoes, Broc-
coli, Dinner Roll, Fruit. 
Thursday 9 Pepperoni 
Roll, Tomato Soup with 
Cheddar Cheese, Crack-
ers, Fruit. Friday 10 Pizza, 
Chicken Wing Garden Sal-
ad, Fruit. Monday 13 Red 
Beans and Rice, Smoked 
Sausage, Boiled Cabbage, 
Cornbread, Fruit. Tuesday 
14 Lovely Lasagna, Ten-
der Salad, Spicy Apples, 
Beloved Garlic Bread. 
Wednesday 15 Chicken 
Enchilada, Pepper Strips, 
Black Beans, Rice, Fruit. 
Thursday 16 Pork Rib-
let on Bun, Sweet Potato, 
Fries, Coleslaw, Fruit. 
Friday 17 Great Northern 

Beans, Cornbread, Beets, 
Fruit. Monday 20 Holiday 
Center Closed. Tuesday 
21 Chicken Alfredo, Broc-
coli, Garlic Bread, Fruit. 
Wednesday 22 Open Face 
Turkey Sandwich, Stuff -
ing, Corn Pudding, Gar-
den Salad, Fruit. Thurs-
day 23 Breakfast Bake, 
Hash Browns, Biscuits, 
Spiced Apples. Friday 24 
Meatloaf, Mashed Pota-
toes with Gravy, Green 
Beans, Dinner Roll, Fruit. 
Monday 27 Salmon Pa� y, 
Pasta with Peas, Stewed 
Tomatoes, Fruit. Tuesday 
28 Chicken Noodle Soup, 
Crackers, Spinach Casse-
role, Fruit.

By: Joseph J. Mazzella
It was early January and 

my stomach was grum-
bling at me. It had grown 
used to all the extra food I 
had been eating during the 
holidays and wasn’t hap-
py that I had gone back to 
my usual diet. “Hey!”, it 
yelled. “Where is my extra 
serving of turkey? I want 
another glass of eggnog! 
How about some more 
Christmas cookies and 
peanut bu� er candy?”

While I tried to ignore 
the hunger pangs my 
back was complaining 
as well from all the extra 
work I had made it do 
over Christmas. The hor-
rible arctic cold snap had 
caused our water meter 
to break so I had to haul 
water from my daughter’s 
house for 4 days over the 
Christmas weekend.

Body Aches and Tummy Grumbles
My back hadn’t quite 

go� en over this and was 
still sore and achy. It made 
me miss those early teen-
age years when I could 
eat whatever I wanted 
and never gain an ounce. 
I could also jog 2 miles, 
swim all day, lift weights 
in the afternoon and nev-
er have a sore muscle in 
my body.

“Why is it that by the 
time we learn to really 
live and love in this life 
our bodies are already on 
the decline?”, I thought. 
I would have enjoyed 
my earlier years so much 
more if I knew then what I 
know now and cherished 
my good health, energy, 
and youth instead of tak-
ing them for granted. As 
soon as I thought this, 
however, a wise li� le 
voice whispered in my 

mind. “You can’t enjoy 
today by missing yester-
day. You have to live in 
the NOW. God only gives 
us one day at a time. It is 
up to us to fi ll them with 
love and live them with 
joy.” I thanked God for 
that reminder, rubbed my 
sore back until it felt bet-
ter, then took pleasure in 
eating my simple bowl of 
morning oatmeal. I knew 
too that no ma� er how 
many more years I get in 
this life each day of them 
is a gift from God, achy 
body, hungry tummy, and 
all

Don’t let your own 
body aches and tummy 
grumbles get you down 
then. Live fully each day. 
Love fully each day. Life 
here on this world is short, 
but the love we create here 
is eternal.

LETTERS OF
INTEREST SOLICITED

Pursuant to H.B. 4630 passed 
on March 6, 2012, the Braxton 
County Commission is soliciting 
individuals who have a sincere 
interest in serving on the Braxton 
County Recreational Development 
Authority Board.  Currently, one (1) 
vacancy exists on said Board for 

a term of fi ve (5) years and “that 
no more than two (2) of these 
members represent any one 
magisterial district located within 
Braxton County.”

If interested for consideration, 
please submit a letter of interest 
detailing background information, 
and a brief summary of why 

applicant would like to serve.

Submit letter of Interest to the 
Braxton County Commission, 
Post Office Box 486, Sutton, 
West Virginia 26601.  Letters of 
Interest must be postmarked, and/
or received by 4:00 p.m., EST, 
February 3, 2023 
  01-26 02-02b

Burnsville CEOS Club January Meeting
The Burnsville CEOS 

Club met January 11 
with Diane Hosey Host-
ess. The meeting was 
called to order by Presi-
dent Beverley Monroe 
with roll call and flag 
pledge by all.

For meditations Pat 
Drake read a poem en-
titled “The Christmas 
Coat”.

Secretary/Treasurer 
read the minutes from 
the November and De-
cember Meeting and 
also reported on the 
bake sale we had during 
the Burnsville Christmas 
Parade. Thanks to all 
who supported our club 
and know that what we 
make goes back to the 
Burnsville Community. 
Both were approved.

Cards were sent to 

those folks who are sick 
and we hope you are 
better soon.

Diane Hosey took 
bird seed and lap robes 
to the Braxton Co. Nurs-
ing Home in Flatwoods 
and we also take snacks 
to the VA Doctors Office 
in Gassaway as needed. 
We gave a donation to 
the Burnsville P&R to-
day. Betty Carson made 
motion and Pat Drake 
second to give Burns-
ville P&R $100. Motion 
carried.

Our lesson this month 
was “CLUTTER CLEAN 
UP”. Have you ever 
wondered where all this 
stuff comes from? The 
thought of tackling such 
a large job can be over-
whelming so take one 
small step at a time. It 

took years to collect all 
this “stuff” so declut-
tering will take time as 
well. Make a plan and 
stick to it for it will take 
time for a successful 
“declutter”. And may I 
say Good Luck.

We will be hosting 
the Weston Area Meet-
ing on April 29. Several 
counties will be coming 
to Braxton County for a 
meeting and luncheon.

Braxton County 
Council will be meeting 
on February first at the 
Waffle Hut 10am.

Our next meeting will 
be February 8, 10am at 
the Burnsville Mayor’s 
Office with Beverley 
Monroe Hostess. Hope 
to see you then.

Happy and Healthy 
New Year everyone.

Plant your Green-
houses now to sell fresh 
produce in the Spring! - 
Clean out your closet to 
have all your great stuff 
ready for a Flea Market 
table! - Get that old stuff 
out of the barn, ready to 
sell! - Start making your 

Sutton Farmers’ Market Begins May 2023
crafts so you have a lot 
on your table!. Market 
starts the first weekend 
of May (May 6th) run-
ning until the first week-
end of October. Watch 
for upcoming news and 
details. Daily space fees 
and seasonal fees will be 

the same as last year for 
vendors! So, what you 
are use to paying will 
stay the same. Although, 
do be prepared to bring 
your own table, the old 
plywood tables at the 
Sutton Farmers’ Market 
are no longer available.
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The family of Denzil R. 
Wine would like to thank 
everyone for their prayers. 

A special “thank you” 
for those who provided 
in-home care during his fi -

nal days at home, Preach-
er Harold Francis for his 
message and the staff  of 
Stockert Funeral Home 
& Cremation, where the 
family comes fi rst.

Denzil R. Wine family
note of gratitude

outside farm dog surren-
dered to the shelter and 
then adopted. He escaped 
under the fence at his new 
adopter’s home and ran 
into the woods. Baby was 
shot by a bow hunter and 
survived! He was brought 
into the shelter but a Good 
Samaritan who found him 
with a huge laceration 
and fi xed up by Dr. John-
son. He has since healed 
up completely and is now 
looking for a brand new 
forever home with some-
one to love. Baby is playful 
and aff ectionate and loves 
everyone. Kid friendly 
and has been around cats, 
chickens and cows. He 
does like most dogs but 
at times can have a Chi-
huahua a� itude where 
he’ll tell another dog he 
doesn’t want to play but 
he’s not aggressive. Baby 
walks on a leash and isn’t 
a huge barker.

Rose is fi ve year old fe-
male cur mix looking for 
a great new home! Rose 
is gentle and aff ection-
ate with children, dog 
friendly, keeps her paws 
on the ground and walks 
great on a leash. Rose has 
only ever lived outdoors. 
She knows sit, stay and 
no. No chickens for Rose 
please. She’s been quiet 
since she has been with 
us here in the shelter. She 
would make an excellent 
family dog and is ready 
for all the a� ention she 
can get.

This happy dude is 
Merlin. He was picked 
up as a stray by Ani-
mal Control. Merlin has 
been with us for over a 
week and is now avail-
able for adoption! He’s 
around one year old 
and weighs thirty-fi ve 
to forty pounds. Mer-
lin’s got beagle coloring 
and pit features. He’s the 
funniest li� le guy. He 
prances with his front 
feet when he’s happy 
and smiles with his teeth 
a lot. Merlin gets along 
with everyone here! He’s 
super social and play-
ful. He learned sit and 
lay down in just a short 
time of playing with him 
in the lobby. He has an 
itchy skin issues on his 
back that we’re going to 
have checked out by the 
vet but otherwise he’s 
healthy. He walks well 
on a leash and wants in 
our intake crate like he’s 
had a crate before. We 
love him!

Thank you to the Brax-
ton County community 
for being kind to animals 
and as always, thank you 
for supporting our furry 
friends!

Are you looking to add 
a four legged, tail wagging 
member to your family? 
Rescues from the Braxton 
County Animal Shelter 
are looking for their fi nal 
“Furever” homes and are 
anxious to meet you.

There is a reason we 
call them man’s best 
friend. We can learn so 
many things from a dog’s 
behavior, personality, de-
meanor, resiliency, and 
most importantly, the 
willingness to provide 
their family members 
with unconditional love, 
loyalty, and companion-
ship down to their very 
last breath. BCAS is open 
Monday through Friday 
from 10-3.

There is no charge to 
surrender a dog, but do-
nations toward their care 
are appreciated. Adop-
tions are $149.00 for male 
dogs and $169.00 for fe-
male dogs, and include 
spay/neuter, rabies vac-
cination, parvo/distemper 
vaccination, kennel cough 
vaccination, fl ea treat-
ment and deworming. No 
dog will leave the shelter 
unfi xed and we are very 
willing to work with repu-
table 501c3 rescues.

Please call the shelter 
for vet pricing and ask 
for our adoption/rescue 
coordinator Megan at 
(304)765-2200

Delta is an eight to ten 
month old female mixed 
breed who was found as 
a stray so we only know 
what we’ve learned in the 
short time we’ve had this 
girl. She has Heeler traits 
but we can’t be sure of her 
mix. Delta weighs about 
thirty pounds. She is very 
sweet and playful. Delta 
wants to play like a puppy 
with everyone she meets 
so she might do well with 
a playmate. She walks 
great on a leash and isn’t 
too vocal in the shelter. We 
don’t think Delta would 
do well with cats because 
of her energy level.

Kai is a one and half 
to two year old female pit 
mix who weights forty-
fi ve pounds. We think she 
may be mixed with Husky 
because of her blue eyes, 
curly tail, thicker coat 
and she is kind of vocal 
like she’s talking to you 
sometimes. Kai knows sit 
and will slam her booty 
down for a treat. She is 
super treat motivated and 
playful but does have dog 
manners and she walks 
on a leash. Kai has lived 
indoors some but has acci-
dents after 6+ hours alone 
so might just need some 
training.

Mia is a two year old 
female pit weighing in at 
forty to forty-fi ve pounds 
who was found as a stray 
in Braxton county. She 
was very engorged when 
she came in from being 
newly separated from her 
puppies. We found out 
her previous owner was 
an out of county resident 
who rehomed her. We 
know for sure her name 
is Mia. She has lived 
with small children and 
is very gentle with kids. 
She has lived with other 
adult dogs and is very 
dog friendly. She has also 
lived with cats and is cat 
friendly as well. We know 
she enjoys baths and that 
she is house trained and 
will sit by the door to let 
you know.

Gia is a one year old fe-
male Pit mix who weighs 
around forty-fi ve pounds. 
Gia is playful but also 
calms after a good play 
session. She’s lived with 
children and is good with 
them. She has lived most-
ly outside and is very dog 
friendly. Not a top of the 
totem pole personality. 
Gia knows sit and stay 
and is learning quickly to 
walk on the leash 

If you’re looking for 
your own personal Toto 
to love forever he’s here! 
Remi is a one year old 
male Schnauzer mix who 
weighs around thirty 
pounds. Remi has puppy 
energy and would need 
an active family to help 
him burn energy to be a 
good boy. He walks on 
a leash, knows his name 
and has lived mostly out-
doors. No chickens for 
Remi boy although he is 
great with kids.

Moco is a fi ve year 
old, spayed, female 
Great Pyrenees/Austra-
lian Shepherd mix who 
weighs around sixty-fi ve 
to seventy pounds. She 
loved living on a farm 
and has always lived out-
doors. Paws and Claws 
Pet Grooming gave her 
a beautiful new hair-do 
today and she’s looking 
and smelling fresh. Thank 
you Paws and Claws Pet 
Grooming! This girl walks 
on a leash and loves to 
give chin kisses. She can 
be shy at fi rst but doesn’t 
take long to warm up be-
cause she loves a� ention. 

Baby is a seven year 
old, thirty-fi ve pound, 
neutered, microchipped, 
male heeler/chi mix. Ba-
by’s story is that he was an 

Dog Tales: Stories from the
Braxton County Animal ShelterDHHR Reminds Residents that SNAP 

Emergency Allotments are Ending in March
The West Virginia 

Department of Health 
and Human Resources 
(DHHR), Bureau for 
Family Assistance is re-
minding residents re-
ceiving Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) ben-
efi ts that the last issu-
ance of COVID-19 SNAP 
Emergency Allotments 
(EA) will be in February 
2023 due to the funding 
being discontinued by 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. 

Since April 2020, 
DHHR has issued SNAP 
EA which increased the 

household’s monthly 
SNAP benefi t to the max-
imum benefi t allowable 
by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture. Eff ective 
March 1, 2023, monthly 
SNAP benefi ts will re-
turn to the pre-COVID-19 
Public Health Emergency 
level and will again be 
based on the household’s 
income, assets, house-
hold size and other non-
fi nancial factors.

Each SNAP household 
will receive a le� er from 
DHHR notifying them of 
this change and provide 
direction on any ques-
tions they may have.

“We were pleased to 
be able to provide this 
extra assistance during 
the Public Health Emer-
gency to combat hun-
ger,” said Janie Cole, In-
terim Commissioner of 
DHHR’s Bureau for Fam-
ily Assistance. “We en-
courage SNAP recipients 
to begin today to budget 
their family’s benefi ts in 
preparation for this ben-
efi t change.”

Questions related to 
SNAP may be directed 
to DHHR’s Offi  ce of 
Constituent Services at 
1-877-716-1212 or a local 
DHHR offi  ce.

Glenville State University and
Marshall University Meet to Discuss
Existing Future Partnerships

Representatives from 
Glenville State Univer-
sity and Marshall Uni-
versity met on Friday, 
January 20 to discuss 
current and potential 
new partnerships. The 
meeting took place at 
Glenville State Univer-
sity and included the 
presidents and pro-
vosts of both institu-
tions, academic depart-
ment representatives, 
and others.

“Glenville State Uni-
versity and Marshall 
already have a fantastic 
working relationship 
and this meeting was a 
clear representation of 
that. We spent the day 
touring campus, recon-
necting with colleagues, 
discussing our exist-
ing partnerships, and 
exploring new ways of 
working to meet the 
needs of our students 
here in West Virginia 
and beyond. I truly feel 
that our relationship 
can be a model of how 
smaller institutions can 
work with larger insti-
tutions and both reap 
benefits,” said Glen-
ville State University 
President, Dr. Mark A. 
Manchin.

“Marshall University 
recognizes the power 
of “we,” and we find 
inspiration in collabo-
rating with our peer 
institutions to advance 
prosperity in our state. 
We are grateful for the 
partnership we have 
with Glenville and 
the possibilities we 
will achieve togeth-
er through launching 
joint programs such as 
our nursing and health 
sciences efforts,” said 
Marshall University 
President, Brad Smith. 
“Marshall is proud to 
assist with launching 
these programs with 
the goal of meeting ed-
ucational needs for in-
demand careers across 
the state.”

Glenville State and 
Marshall University 
already have sever-
al academic program 
partnerships in place, 
including a Bachelor’s 
degree in Nursing, 
Master of Science in 
Accountancy, a Doctor 
of Pharmacy fast-track 
program, and a Profes-
sional Master of Science 
in Athletic Training.

“I want to thank 
President Smith and 
the entire delegation 
from Marshall Univer-
sity who visited Glen-
ville State University. 
We look forward to do-
ing this again in the fu-
ture,” Manchin added.

Both Glenville State 
and Marshall Univer-
sity representatives 
agreed the day was a 
success. So much so that 
Marshall is planning to 
hold a reciprocal meet-
ing on their campus in 
the coming months.

Marshall University President Brad Smith (left) with 
Glenville State University President Dr. Mark Man-
chin during a meeting of faculty and staff  from both 
institutions on January 20. (GSU Photo/Kristen Cos-
ner)

Timothy Bryan, an Assistant Professor of Account-
ing at Marshall University, takes part in one of the 
breakout sessions held at Glenville State University 
on January 20. (GSU Photo/Kristen Cosner)

: Connie Stout O’Dell, Dean of Education at Glen-
ville State University, chats with other a� endees 
during a meeting of faculty and staff  from Marshall 
University and Glenville State on January 20. (GSU 
Photo/Kristen Cosner)
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You’ve always known 
me to write about the 
beauty of the scenery I  
ride by, the great people 
I meet along the way, and 
the euphoric moments 
motorcycling provides 
for me. Reality check: the 
human race has not been 
pre� y or nice at times. 
I hear there has to be a 
contrast in order to create 
a comparison, and there 
has to be dark to have 
light, sadness to have 
joy, war to have peace, 
pain to have pleasure. I 
disagree; however, many 
past and current events 
lead me to think that hu-
manity doesn’t learn until 
a catastrophic incident oc-
curs to shock us into ap-
preciating that which we 
have taken for granted all 
along.

“There are places I remember”

I will share some plac-
es I have visited which 
have moved my heart and 
soul, and have sparked 
a river of tears and deep 
contemplation. One thing 
for sure, I believe we all 
do not have to feel pain 
and suff ering, just to learn 
that others have, for us to 
have reached this point in 
our lives.

1- Wounded Knee 
Massacre Monument—
Site of a brutal massacre 
where close to 300 La-
kota men, (and mostly) 
women and children were 
mowed down by the rifl es 
and Hotchkiss guns of the 
U.S. Army’s 7th Cavalry 
in December 1890. Some 
historians speculate the 
massacre was revenge for 
the 7th Cavalry’s defeat at 
the Li� le Bighorn ba� le in 

1876. As I walked on this 
hallowed ground, I felt 
the cries of the people vi-
brating my body. I spent 
a bit of time paying my 
respects by the monument 
marking the mass grave 
where the frozen and life-
less bodies of the dead 
were buried. Wounded 
Knee is located on the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation 
in South Dakota. I stop 
by there on my trips out 
West. Visit h� ps://wound-
edkneemuseum.org/

2- National WWII 
Museum, New Orleans, 
Louisiana. I have toured 
this museum a few times 
while in New Orleans for 
the NO Jazz & Heritage 
Music Festival. “The Na-
tional WWII Museum tells 
the story of the American 
experience in the war that 
changed the world—why 
it was fought, how it was 
won, and what it means 
today—so that all gen-
erations will understand 
the price of freedom and 
be inspired by what they 
learn.” And so much to 
learn, a lot from the sol-
diers own accounts. The 
museum teaches the story 
of the war that changed 
the world through exhib-
its, multimedia experienc-
es, and personal accounts. 
The site is a few acres 
containing the Louisiana 
Memorial Pavilion, the 
Solomon Victory Theater, 
the Hall of Democracy, 
the U.S. Freedom Pavilion, 
the Campaigns of Cour-
age, which focuses on the 
European and Pacifi c The-
aters, and coming soon, 
the Liberation Pavilion. 
There are thousands of 
military equipment, air-
planes, tanks, armaments 
of all sorts, interactive and 
passive videos, and re-
search facilities. I consider 
the museum a WWII Uni-
versity Campus. Some of 
the exhibits and pictures 
are so realistic that one 
feels as though we are part 
of the action. The museum 
also includes life experi-
ences on the home front. 
There are many opportu-
nities to really get deep 
into the what’s and why’s, 
guaranteed to move you 
to tears, and remind you 
to honor those that gave 
their lives for us. Learn 
more at h� ps://www.na-
tionalww2museum.org/

3- The United States 
Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum, Washington D.C.—
It took me a very long time 
to recuperate from my 
visit to the Holocaust Mu-
seum. I suggest preparing 
yourself to learn a story 
that will reach deep inside 
you and tear your heart 
out. According to the mu-
seum’s Holocaust Ency-
clopedia, “The Holocaust 
was the systematic, state-
sponsored persecution 
and murder of six million 
Jews by the Nazi regime 
and its allies and collabo-
rators.” The museum’s da-
tabase contains more than 
270,000 records, includ-
ing: Photos and albums 
of images of life before, 
during and after the Ho-
locaust; personal stories, 
interviews, home movies, 
memoirs, and diaries; and 
fi lms of historical footage 
and contemporary fi lms 
about the Holocaust. See 
the inside of a gas cham-
ber and the miserable 
living conditions of the 
prisoners. Visit the muse-
um’s site at h� ps://www.
ushmm.org/

4- The Vietnam Veter-
ans Memorial; The Wall 
and Sculptures—The 
Vietnam Veterans Memo-

rial includes the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Wall, 
dedicated in 1982, which 
includes the names of over 
58,000 men and women 
that gave their lives in ser-
vice, as well as those miss-
ing in action, arranged in 
the order they were lost. 
The list on names begins 
at the center of the Wall, 
beginning with the fi rst 
death in 1959, and contin-
ues to the right towards 
the shorter end, then re-
sumes at the shorter end 
on the left and towards 
the middle, so that the 
fi rst and last to die meet 
in the middle. The Wall 
was erected to “help heal 
the wounds of a nation 
suff ering from a political-
ly charged and controver-
sial war.” The other ex-
hibits at the VVM are The 
Three Soldiers statue and 
the Vietnam Women’s 
Memorial. The Memorial 
provided me with anoth-
er emotional trip through 
American history. I did 
not serve in the military; 
however, I feel a passion-
ate respect for those who 
served and are serving. 
My family and I came to 
the U.S. fl eeing a commu-
nist country, so I deeply 
appreciate those that have 
given their lives and/or 
are serving in the military. 
Any Veteran or active per-
sonnel I encounter gets 
a hearty Thank you for 
your service from me. The 
memorial is free and open 
24 hours a day. Rangers 
are on duty to answer 
questions from 9:30 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. daily. Visit the 
National Park Service’s 
site at h� ps://www.nps.
gov/vive/index.htm/in-
dex.htm

Two other memori-
als that I cherish are the 
Franklin Delano Roos-
evelt Memorial h� ps://
www.nps.gov/frde/in-
dex.htm and the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Memo-
rial h� ps://www.nps.gov/

mlkm/index.htm
I am humbled as I rec-

ollect and write about the 
visits to these Memorials, 
and would love to write 
more about them, how-
ever, time and space rule 
my intentions. I will post 
more pictures on Face-

book, whether on  my 
page or, I am consider-
ing starting a Why I Ride 
page as a home for more 
pictures. Wherever you 
ride, do it safely and in-
telligently. Peace. h� ps://
www.facebook.com/Fr-
odriguez1951/

Wounded Knee Memorial. Monument and mass 
grave in the background.

WWII Museum exhibit of some of the thousands of 
items on display.

“Work sets you free” Nazi slogan at the entrance of 
Auschwi� . Holocaust Museum.

Vietnam Veteran searching for friend’s names on the 
Vietnam Memorial Wall.

The Three Soldiers statue at the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial.

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Fala, the 
Sco� ish Terrier. Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memo-
rial.

“Out of a Mountain of Despair, a stone of hope. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Memorial.



eled. $650 per month, utilities 
not included, with $650 secu-
rity deposit. Must pass crimi-
nal background check.  (304) 
619-7427                        tf

BURNSVILLE TRAILER 
PARK: Trailer lots for rent 
only, NO trailers for rent! 
Background check required. 
Trash & sewer included. 
Absolutely NO pets! Call 
(304)853-9103 today.                tf

FOR SALE:  2 story, 4 bed-
room, 1 bath house located 
on Elk Street, Gassaway. 
$60,000. 304-678-5996.
   1-24 2-14p

MULTIFAMILY YARD 
SALE: Gassaway Commu-
nity Building February 4th 
from 9-3. All kinds of items 
for sale. 01-24- 01-31p

USE HAPPY JACK® SEAL 
‘N HEAL® on dogs, cats, & 
horses to seal wounds with a 
bitter taste repel flies and pre-
vent gnawing.  Allow healing.  
At Tractor Supply® (www.
fleabeacon.com)

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING!  Be-
come a Medical Office Pro-
fessional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready to 
work in months!  Call 877-635-
0244. The Mission, Program 
Information and Tuition is lo-
cated at CareerTechnical.edu/
consumer-information.  (M-F 
8am-6pm ET)

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED 
LIVING, memory care, or in-
dependent living? A Place for 
Mom simplifies the process of 
finding senior living at no cost 
to your family. Call 1-888-918-
8270  today!

STROKE AND CARDIO-
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Facemire at 304-364-2257.          
          12-27 p 

HELP WANTED:  The Brax-
ton County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment is currently accepting 

applications for Deputy 
Sheriff. We will be accepting 
applications for both certi-
fied and non-certified of-
ficers. Applications will be 
accepted until January 31st. 
Non-certified officers will be 
required to attend the WV 
State Police Academy at a 
date to be determined. Certi-
fied officers will be eligible 
for a sign on bonus. Appli-
cations can be picked up at 
the Braxton County Sheriff’s 
Department Tax Office or 
Law Enforcement Officer.          
1-24  1-31b

FOR RENT: Apartment for 
rent. 55 years or older and 
handicapped.(304)-545-558
                    tfb

FOR RENT: 3 bedroom 
rental near Braxton-Nicholas 
County line on Old Rt 19. 
City water, newly remod-

CRITTERS ENTER-
PRISE: Certified Class I & II 
septic intallations, repairs, in-
spections, and maintenance 
provider. We also provide 
dozer, excavator and dump 
truck services. Contact Eddie 

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS 
Buy it! Sell it! Find it fast!Buy it! Sell it! Find it fast!

BUSINESS
& SERVICES HELP WANTED

BRAXTON

CLASSIFIEDS

STATE WIDE

MISC.
ITEMS

IN BRAXTON

VASCULAR DISEASE are 
leading causes of death, ac-
cording to the American 
Heart Association. Screenings 
can provide peace of mind or 
early detection! Contact Life 
Line Screening to schedule 
your screening. Special offer - 
5 screenings for just $149. Call 
1-855-915-3562 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 
Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on 
the stairs, is concerned about 
a fall or wants to regain ac-
cess to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-592-
5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility 
with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! 
Call 833-274-3943

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUAR-
ANTEED LIFE INSUR-
ANCE! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company- 888-217-
5559 or visit www.Life55plus.
info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-405-3412 www.
dental50plus.com/press #6258

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL 
SECURITY DISABILITY or 
Appealing a Denied Claim? 
Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the 
process & work hard to help 
with your case.  Call 1-844-
448-0317 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Wash-
ington DC. Office: Broward 
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

AT&T INTERNET. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per 
month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions 
apply. Call us today 1-844-
358-7158.

4G LTE HOME INTERNET 
Now Available!  Get GotW3 
with lightning fast speeds 
plus take your service with 
you when you travel!  As low 
as $109.99/mo! 833-586-1598

DIRECTV STREAM - The 
Best of Live & On-Demand 

On All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo 
for 12 months. Stream on 20 
devices in your home at once. 
HBO Max included for 3 mos 
(w/CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restrictions 
apply. Call IVS 1-855-656-0296

DISH NETWORK. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET. As Low As 
$49.95/month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. 
Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE 
INTERNET - 25mbps starting 
at $49.99/mo! Get More Data   
FREE Off-Peak Data. FAST 
download speeds. WiFi built 
in!  FREE Standard Installa-
tion for lease customers! Lim-
ited Time, Call 1-877-567-2866

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts available.  Call: 
844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds & 
Shades.  FREE in-home esti-
mates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Professional 
installation.  Top quality - 
Made in the USA.  Call for free 
consultation:  877-802-8381.  
Ask about our specials!

SAFE STEP. NORTH AMER-
ICA’S #1 WALK-IN TUB. 
Comprehensive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-line installa-
tion and service. Now featur-
ing our FREE shower package 
and $1600 Off for a limited 
time! Call today! Financing 
available. Call Safe Step 1-844-
803-1282

HANDS ON THE RIVER 
MASSAGE, Geraldine Gard-
ner, LMT, 3422 Pennsylvania 
Ave., Charleston, WV. Call 
(304) 541-9139 for an appoint-
ment.  

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES TODAY with a 
GENERAC home standby 
generator $0 Money Down + 
Low Monthly Payment Op-
tions Request a FREE Quote. 
Call now before the next pow-
er outage: 1-844-901-2301

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, 
a solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, reduce 
your reliance on the grid, pre-
pare for power outages and 
power your home. Full instal-
lation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Re-
quest a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-833-310-
1895

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFil-
ter estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 1-844-
295-2840

WESLEY FINANCIAL 
GROUP, LLCTIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EXPERTS 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to 
get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 450 
positive reviews. Call 844-738-
0094

HELP WANTED
Immediate opening for an RN Homemaker Su-
pervisor position for a rapidly growing agency in 
Sutton.  Multi-county travel required.  Valid WV 
Driver’s License, drug screening, and background 
check required.  Must have WV RN license in good 
standing.    Very competitive salary with a Monday 
through Friday work schedule and a full benefi t 
package including holidays, mileage, health in-
surance, Vision/Dental, Sick Leave and Annual 
Leave, and 401-K with a 7 ½ percent employer 
share.  Experience with the geriatrics/disabled 
population, Personal Care and Waiver programs, 
having a dynamic and energetic persona and the 
ability to also market agency programs are real 
pluses for the successful candidate.  Computer 
literacy required with working knowledge of Mi-
crosoft Word, Outlook, Excel, and other operat-
ing systems as needed.  Pre-employment drug 
screening, OIG, CIB checks as well as clearance 
through the WV Cares Registry required.  Fax 
resume and cover letter to Executive Director, 
304-472-4673 or e-mail to kcurrence@cwvasi.org       
Position will remain open until fi lled by qualifi ed 
individual. 

EOE/AA Employer
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A Photographic Look at...
Lady Knights win against Gilmer on Eighth Grade Night

Photos courtesy
of Janet Six

Early bird registration 
will opened on January 15, 
2023.

U6-U19 use the promo-
code 77224 for one player, 
51431 for two players, or 
23916 for three players for 
the early registration dis-
count.

Braxton County Soc-
cer Club’s Spring Early 
Bird Registration opens 
January 15th until January 
28th. Registration is for age 
groups U4 to U19 (birth 
year 2019-2004.)

BCSC early bird registration ends Jan 28th
Through January 28th, 

there will be any early bird 
discount applied to each 
registered player. Regis-
tration cost for U4 players 
will be $35. Registration 
cost for U6-U19 players is 
$45 per player by using the 
promo-code listed above 
with an additional 5.00 per 
extra player signed up. Af-
ter January 28th, registra-
tion costs will increase, so 
don’t delay. 

To register, use the 
“sign up” bu� on at the top 

of our Facebook page or 
the link: 

http://clubs.bluesom-
brero.com/braxtoncoun-
tysc

You will be required to 
upload a copy of the play-
er’s birth certifi cate and 
a photo of the player at 
registration. Please ask us 
about the Volunteer dis-
count before you register 
your players!

If you have questions, 
please contact Lindsey 
Casto or Krystle Morris.

Jade Chapman pushes past the Gilmer County de-
fense.

Jade Chapman and Makenna Robinson fi ght to gain 
control of the ball.

Brooklyn Pale� i puts two in the basket for the Lady 
Knights in the game against Gilmer County.

Rylan Criner goes up for another two points for the 
Lady Knights.

Avah Mollohan looks for an opening. Makenna Robinson dribbles the ball back into Eagle 
territory.

Knights varsity defeats
Gilmer 46-19 after slow start
By Shirley Shuman

Although his team 
“started out slow,”  
and led only 8-4 after 
the first quarter, Coach 
Drew Taylor noted that 
the players “opened up 
a bit in the second and 
finished 28-8 at half-
time”. The coach at-
tributed the increase in 
scoring to “better lay-up 
percentages.”  He also 
said that the Knights 
“doubled [their] scoring 
in the second half and 
had a valiant defensive 
effort during the game.” 

Coach Taylor com-
mented that he “was 

pleased with the overall 
effort” beginning with 
the second quarter. “We 
need to start faster and 
with more purpose,” he 
said. “I was proud of 
how we limited Gilm-
er’s top player to single-

  Knights’ individual scoring against Gilmer:

Jackson Lewis ..........................................................3
Ryan Stalnaker .........................................................2
Aiden Pritt .................................................................2
Jack Lowther   ...........................................................3
Brady Toler        .......................................................19
Braeden Godfrey  .....................................................6
Landon Hart      .........................................................8
Remington Huffman .................................................  3
Ashton Stewart     .....................................................2

digit scoring.” The win 
put the Knights at 9-4 
for the season.

The Knights play 
Summersville Thursday 
in what Coach Taylor 
called “a pivotal re-
match.”

Junior varsity Knights
score win over Gilmer jv
By Shirley Shuman

The middle school jv 
boys raised their season 
record to 7-4 last week 
with a 32-17 win at Gilm-
er.  The Knights began 
strong and led throughout 
the game. Their success 
came, Coach Nick Long 
explained, as they made 
their shots, rebounded 
well, and made accurate 
passes. “Their defense 
was locked in the entire 
game with many blocks, 
rebounds, and steals,”  he 
said. At halftime, Braxton 
led 19-7.

Braxton used the same 
off ense and defense suc-
cessfully in the second 
half. “The off ense kept 
rolling with quality shot 
a� empts and high pres-
sure stops on defense.,” 

their coach said. He ex-
plained “The keys to vic-
tory were executing the 
game plan,  playing to our 
strength on defense, limit-
ing our turnovers, and fast 
break scoring.”

This was the second 
consecutive game in which 
the team’s turnovers were 
limited. “Limiting our 
turnovers has made a big 
diff erence since the begin-
ning of the season,” Coach 

Long noted. “The boys 
continue to develop their 
court awareness and learn 
more about basketball. 
I am very proud of how 
this jv group continues to 
improve and work hard. 
They are very coachable 
and want to keep learning 
from my experience,” he 
added. 

The junior varsity plays 
at Summersville Thurs-
day,

  Junior varsity Knights’ individual
scoring against Gilmer:

Zack McQuain ....................................................... 10
Jackson Lewis ....................................................... 11
Holden Lloyd ............................................................ 1
Rayden Davis .......................................................... 2
Cohen McPherson ................................................... 1
Kallen Meadows ...................................................... 3
Deklan Meadows ..................................................... 4

The Lady Knights defense stands their ground 
against Gilmer County.
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