
Single Copy 50 cents                                                                           Su� on,  West Virginia 26601                                                    Vol. 143, No. 51- December 29, 2022

The final task before 
the Citizens’ News/
Braxton Democrat-Cen-
tral staff, began their 
Christmas holiday, 
was the selection of the 
winners of the annual 
Christmas Bonanza 
contest. Thanks to the 
generosity and support 
of the participating 
merchants five lucky 
area residents each re-
ceived $50 Go-Mart gift 
certificates.

The five winners 
selected were: Terry 
Dean of Heaters, Anna 
Dodrill of Little Birch, 
Christine Taylor of Gas-
saway, Argle Townsend 
of Napier, and Amanda 
Wine of Sutton. 

Braxton Newspapers 
publisher, Ed Given, 
stated that, as in the 
past, a large number of 
entries were received 
during the contest pe-
riod which encouraged 
local residents to shop 
at home. “It is always 
important to shop at 
home as locally owned 
businesses are the big-
gest contributors to our 
community.  We would 
like to thank all those 
who participated in the 
event. We congratulate 
the winners and thank 
the fine merchants and 
business professionals 
who made the sweep-
stakes possible, par-
ticularly Go-Mart for 
partnering with us in 
this venture,” he added. 

In addition to Go-
Mart, the sponsoring 
merchants included: 

Bad Axe Bistro, Moun-
tain Laurel Country 
Store, Peoples Bank, 
Family Furniture, Mid-

State Chevrolet, Lloyds 
Hardware, Sutton 
Moose Lodge, and Lit-
tle Caesars Pizza.

BN Production Manager, Jennifer Lloyd (Left) pres-
ents a $50 gift card to Christine Taylor.

Braxton Newspapers Announce 
Christmas Bonanza Winners

Jennifer Lloyd presents Amanada Wine with her 
prize for winning the Christmas Bonanza Contest.

The Braxton County 
Board of Education con-
ducted their last meeting 
of 2022 on December 20. 

Superintendent Dr. 
Rhonda Combs gave a 
brief update on profes-
sional learning. She told 
the Board she has been 
visiting schools and even 
a� ended a couple of the 
Christmas programs and 
basketball games. Dr. 
Combs briefl y touched on 
the issue with ge� ing and 
retaining personnel.

Head Start Director 
Christina Bailey provided 
a policy council report on 
Head Start and conduct-
ed the board orientation 
on the program. She dis-
cussed the monthly meet-
ings for the policy council 
and what was discussed 
at those meeting. Direc-
tor Bailey also discussed 
meetings she a� ends con-
cerning changes in leg-
islation pertaining to the 
Head Start program. She 
reviewed the number of 
students in the her pro-
gram and activities pro-
vided. She also discussed 
issues faced by students 
in ge� ing to school and 
learning, including the af-

fects of poverty.
Under regular business 

the board approved the 
following consent agenda 
items on a motion by Dr. 
Kenna Seal: December 6 
meeting minutes; trans-
portation requests; trea-
surer’s report; payment 
of bills; and budget trans-
fers and supplements. 

Dr. Seal noted a clarifi -
cation to the minutes. He 
also spoke about the pay-
ment of bills and the pur-
chase of new furniture 
for the superintendent’s 
offi  ce.

The board approved 
the following profession-
al and extra-curricular 
personnel recommenda-
tions on a motion by Lar-
ry Hardway: the retire-
ment of Teresa Childers, 
principal, Burnsville 
Elementary School. the 
employment for Sheryl 
Grace Wine, principal, 
Burnsville ES, James 
Huff man, $1 wrestling 
coach, BCMS, and Na-
than Smarr, $1 wrestling 
coach, BCMS.

Board President Ev-
elyn Post questioned the 
position of the principal 
at Li� le Birch and the ef-

fect on student learning. 
Dr. Combs said the posi-
tion would be posted and 
hopefully a qualifi ed can-
didate will be available to 
step in. She also discussed 
the need to increase staff  
at Li� le Birch Elementary 
for the student/teacher 
ratios being short by fed-
eral guidelines. She is 
working on clarifi cation 
on when that will need to 
take place and will report 
back to the Board.

The fundraisers were 
approved as presented on 
a motion by Lisa Ratliff .

On a motion by Dr. 
Seal, the board approved 
permission to pay bills be-
fore the January 10 meet-
ing to avoid late charges.

The meeting was ad-
journed at 6:43 pm. The 
next regular meeting is 
scheduled for January 10 
at 6:00 pm. As always, 
members of the Braxton 
County community are 
encouraged to a� end 
regular board meetings. 
Anyone wishing to speak 
as a delegate or with pub-
lic concerns may do so by 
signing in up to 15 min-
utes prior to the start of 
the meeting.

By Shirley Shuman
The BCMS boys’ var-

sity squad defeated 
both Gilmer and Buck-
hannon in recent play. 
The Knights began both 
games in much the same 
way and fi nished strong 
in both.

Although they start-
ed slowly in their 52-21 
game against Gilmer last 
week, the Knights took 
command of the game 
midway through the 
fi rst quarter and held a 
strong lead throughout 
the game. After three 
minutes of play, neither 
team showed much of-
fense, and Braxton led 
4-3. That lack of off ense 
didn’t last long, accord-
ing to Knights’ Coach 
Drew Taylor.

“After that point, we 
picked up the intensity 
of our defense which 
caused turnovers,” 
Coach Taylor said. As a 
result, the Knights went 
on a 13-0 run and went 
into the second quarter 
up 17-3. Braxton contin-
ued the strong defense 
and held Gilmer to sin-
gle digits in the first half. 

At halftime, the Knights 
led by as score of 27-8.

The coaches used 
more of their bench in the 
third quarter. Coach Tay-
lor noted that after three 
minutes of the third, all 
of his players were rotat-
ing into the game. The 
Knights led 32-14 after 
three quarters, when the 
bench players took over 
and closed out the game.

Evaluating the game, 
Coach Taylor said that he 
was “very proud of our 
defensive eff orts in that 
game and pleased with 
how we consistently 
made layups as opposed 
to previous games.”  He 
added, “I was also proud 
of how balanced our 
scoring was.” 

Against Gilmer, Ash-
ton Stewart scored 14 
points to lead the team. 
Other scoring included 
Remington Huff man 
with 2, Brady Toler 8, 
Landon Hart 8, Braeden 
Godfrey 5, Ryan Stal-
naker 4, Gavin Dean 2,  
Deklan Meadows 7, and 
Eli McCallister 2. 

The Knights scored a 
41-29 victory over Buck-

hannon.  Coach Taylor 
mentioned that once 
again the team started 
slowly but still held their 
opponent scoreless in the 
fi rst quarter and were up 
7-0 going into the second. 
Braxton’s defense stayed 
strong the rest of the fi rst 
half although the off ense 
was still slow, and they 
led 13-7 at halftime. 

In an eff ort to motivate 
his off ense, Coach Taylor 
“preached ‘Keep shoot-
ing’” at halftime. His ef-
forts obviously worked 
as the Knights led 31-11 
at the end of the third. 
The Braxton defense 
closed out Buckhan-
non’s comeback eff ort in 
the force and came away 
with a 41-29 win. Coach 
Taylor said he “was 
pleased defensively” but 
added, “We need more 
consistent starts.”

Toler and Stewart led 
Braxton scoring. Toler 
put in 19 points and 
Stewart added 10. Hart 
scored 6, Huff man 3, and 
Stalnaker 3.

In the next game, 
Braxton will host Sum-
mersville Jan. 5. 

BCMS boys have outstanding 
wins in last two games

Board of Education Holds
Last Meeting of This Year

Magistrate Beth Smith
December 26:  Tim-

othy James Wilt of 
Weston, domestic as-
sault, warrantless arrest, 
bond set at $2000 cash 
or surety; Bryonna Lee 
Schartiger of Craigsville, 
contraband into jail x3, 
preliminary hearing 

waived, transferred to 
circuit court.

Magistrate 
David Singleton

December 20:  Jona-
than David Smith of 
Frametown, DUI, dis-
missed, state does not 
wish to pursue charges; 
Sarah Beth Stump of Sut-

ton, disorderly conduct, 
guilty plea, possession of 
a controlled substance, 
dismissed per plea, ob-
structing an officer, dis-
missed per plea.

Braxton Magistrate Report

The Braxton County 
Commission gave the 
county’s seven fi re de-
partments an early Christ-
mas gift at their regular 
meeting last Friday, De-
cember 16. Commission 
President Lisa Godwin 
outlined the terms of the 
donation. She stated that 
the Commission was very 
appreciative of how the 
county volunteer fi re de-
partments had stepped 
up during the pandemic 
in so many ways includ-
ing helping the ambu-
lance service. She went on 
to say that since the CO-
VID crisis had also inter-
fered with much of their 
individual fund-raising 
events for the past two 
years the Commission felt 
it was appropriate to con-
tribute $10,000 to each de-
partment from the Ameri-
can Revenue Plan (ARP) 
Lost Revenue Funding. 

In making the contri-
butions, the Commission 
laid out four broad cat-
egories which the funds 
were to be expended: 
Swift water rescue equip-
ment; Technical rescue 
equipment; Extrication 
equipment or toward 
UTV’s to be used in rescue 
and wilderness fi re/res-
cue operations. Any other 

manner would have to be 
individually approved by 
the Commission upon re-
quest. 

The meeting began 
with John Hoff man re-
viewing the wri� en report 
of his agencies’ activities. 
That report showed 2,105 
calls coming into Brax-
ton Control. Those calls 
generated 647 emergency 
responses. Of those, 395 
were for police agencies, 
95 for fi re department and 
159 for EMS.

During the meeting the 
Commission read and ap-
proved three resolutions. 
The fi rst will declare an 
end to the COVID 19 re-
lated State of Emergency 
at the end of December. 
The second resolution al-
located $250,000 of the 
county’s ARP monies to 
match a LWCF Grant for 
improvements at Holly 
Gray Park. The third was 
the adoption of the Com-
mercial Dog Breeders Or-
dinance. 

In other action, a mo-
tion by Larry Clifton ap-
proved the short form set-
tlements for Jerald David 
Hoover and Ruth K Ricci 
as presented by the Fidu-
ciary Supervisor.

It was also Clifton who 
made a motion to approve 

the applications for cor-
rection of erroneous as-
sessments for Creston 
Hacker, Sue Nuzum and 
Larry & Patricia Ware.

Commission President 
Lisa Godwin questioned 
the Sheriff  about a bill 
from Mid-State Chevy 
for $2,249.40 for routine 
service and 4 tires for a 
police cruiser. Action on 
that purchase order was 
tabled pending an expla-
nation.  

A request to appoint 
Megan Stout as county 
Animal Control Offi  cer 
was tabled as information 
pertaining to the appoint-
ment had not been re-
ceived for the Prosecuting 
A� orney.

Clifton introduced a 
motion to authorize the 
use of the county credit 
card to pay for fees and 
room rent for the West 
Virginia Association of 
Counties Convention in 
February. The registra-
tion fee is $235 per com-
missioner, $129 per night 
room reservation plus 
parking. 

Laurel Petolicchio 
spoke to the commission 
concerning the Big Foot 
Festival set for the last 
Saturday of June. She re-

Commission Contributes to 
County Fire Departments

      Continued on Page 2

Brady Toler lead the scoring against Buckhannon with 19 points and tallie 8 
against Gilmer. (See additional photographic coverage on Page 6 of this issue.)



son Jones, Eric Jones, John 
Smarr (Amanda), Stepha-
nie Smarr, Heather Smarr-
Moss (Travis), Elizabeth 
Dennison Wyant and 
Caitlin Dennison; great 
grandchildren: Killian 
Jones, Ryan Friend, Nich-
olas Friend, Jayden Smarr, 
and Kaydence Moss; 
brother: Bob Piersall and 
beloved dog and compan-
ion, Koda Bear.

The family would 
like to thank the staff  at 
Clay Health Care Center, 
where Pauline was a resi-
dent, for their excellent 
care and compassion.

Service will be held on 
Thursday, December 29, 
2022 at 10:00 AM. Pastor 
Daniel Tanner will be of-
fi ciating the service. Visi-
tation will be on Wednes-
day, December 28, 2022 
from 4:00-6:00 PM. Burial 
will follow at West Vir-
ginia National Cemetery, 
Grafton, WV.

Stockert Funeral Home 
& Cremation is honored 
to serve the family of Pau-
line Jones.

Stanley Sco� 
Reckart

Sco�  Reckart 66, of 
Bruceton Mills, WV, 

p a s s e d 
away on 
Fr iday, 
Decem-
ber 16, 
2022, at 
his resi-
dence.

T h e 
son of 

Stanley E. and Pat-
sy Reckart, he was 
born on April 4, 
1956, in Weston, 

WV.
A Veteran of the United 

States Navy, Sco�  enjoyed 
hunting, fi shing and a 
round of golf.  However, 
his greatest love was mu-
sic.  He was a musician 
and was happiest when 
he was strumming a tune. 

In addition to his moth-
er, Sco�  is survived by 
two children, Samuel and 
Olivia Reckart, of Bruce-
ton Mills; and two sisters, 
Pa� i Radabaugh and Kim-
berly Bohon, both of Jane 
Lew, WV. 

He was proceeded in 
death by his father and an 
infant son, Ryan Addison 
Reckart.

Sco� ’s request was to 
be cremated and to have 
no public service.

The Carl R. Spear Fu-
neral Home in Brandon-
ville-Bruceton Mills, WV, 
will be assisting the family 
with arrangements.

Aaron Labe Benne� 
Aaron Labe Benne� , 79 

of Glenville, WV; (Cam-
d e n 
F l a t s ) 
depart-
ed this 
ear thly 
life on 
M o n -
day, De-
cember 
19, 2022 

at the Ruby Memorial 
Hospital in Morgantown, 
WV; following and ex-
tended illness.

He was born November 
12, 1943 in Normantown, 
WV; son of the late Dorsey 
and Thelma Conrad Ben-
ne� .

Aaron worked in the 
construction industry since 
he was 13 years of age until 
his retirement and was very 
proud of his trade. In his 
spare time, Aaron enjoyed 
hunting and spending time 
with family and friends and 
spoiling his grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren 
whenever possible.

On September 6, 1964 
Aaron was united in mar-
riage to Lenora Reaser Ben-
ne�  with whom he was 
married for 58 years and 
who survives at their Cam-
den Flats home.

Surviving are 2 sons, 
Dorsey Lee Benne�  of Ce-
darville, WV; and Aaron 
Labe Benne�  Jr., of Glen-

and Sharlie (husband, 
James) Butler of KY; com-
panion, Kevin Cogar; and 
one expectant grandchild, 
whom she was excited to 
welcome. 

In keeping with Pa� y’s 
wishes, she will be cremat-
ed and a memorial service 
will be held at a later date.

Online condolences 
may be sent to the family 
at www.doddreed� .com

Dodd & Reed Funeral 
Home is honored to be 
serving the Cogar family.

Carala Evonne
Carr “Aunt Pre� y”

Carala Evonne Carr 
“Aunt Pre� y”, crossed 

over to 
be with 
her Lord 
and Sav-
ior De-
c e m b e r 
19, 2022.  
S h e 
was the 
d a u g h -

ter of the late William E. 
Carr and Carmen Cox 
Zubricky and was born 
at Gassaway February 28, 
1956.  Carala was a Gospel 
believing Baptist by faith 
and a retired nurse.

She was also preceded 
in death by brothers Wil-
liam E. Wallace and Wil-
liam Neal Carr.

Surviving:
Sisters Kimberly DeBolt 

(Robert) Canvas Mary Jo 
Monogan Georgia

Aunt Pre� y loved her 
nieces Jennifer McMillion 
and Julie Wallace, and her 
nephew John Wallace.

The loved ones of her 
life were her great niece 
Bryar Grave Redden and 
her two great nephews 
Ty Michael Redden and 
Drew Neal McMillion.

Her body was cremat-
ed. A memorial service 
will be held at a later date. 
The Waters Funeral Cha-
pel in Summersville was 
in charge of arrangements.

Condolences: watersfu-
neralchapel.com

Pauline Ann Jones
Pauline Ann Jones, 80, 

of Ivydale, WV passed 
a w a y 
on De-
c e m b e r 
21, 2022. 
She was 
born on 
May 14, 
1942 in 
R o m e , 
N e w 

York to parents Alonza 
and Mary Piersall.

Pauline is preceded in 
death by her parents; hus-
band: Robert “Bob” Jones 
whom she was married to 
for 47-years and brother: 
Kenneth Piersall.

Pauline and husband 
Bob went on many ad-
ventures together and en-
joyed camping. She also 
loved playing bingo and 
spending time with family 
and friends. Pauline was a 
member of the Homemak-
ers Club, Northern Star 
and a Christian by faith.

She is survived by her 
son; Eric Jones; daughter 
Kandace Dennison and 
husband Tim; grandchil-
dren: Shania Jones, Ali-

ville, and 3 siblings, Be� y 
Montgomery, Ivy Burns, 
and Winnie Cunningham.

Also surviving are 3 
grandchildren, Lisa Jean 
Hardman, Ian Jacob Ben-
ne� , and Ahnaleah Benne� , 
1 step-grandchild, Anthony 
Harper, 2 great-grandchil-
dren, Lucas Charles Hard-
man and Waylon Aaron 
Benne� , and numerous 
nieces, nephews, cousins, 
and many other wonderful 
family and friends.

Along with his parents, 
Aaron is preceded in death 
by a daughter, Donna Jean 
Benne� , 3 sisters, Mary, 
Suzanna and Corrina, and 
brothers, Ezra, Cecil, Shir-
ley, and Delnore.

Aaron’s request for cre-
mation has been honored 
and a celebration of his life 
will be conducted by the 
family at a later date.

Ellyson Mortuary, Inc., is 
honored to assist the family 
of Aaron Labe Benne�  with 
cremation arrangements.

Mary Susan Carr
Mary Susan Carr, 80, of 

Frametown, WV passed 
away on Wednesday, De-
cember 21, 2022. 

She was born October 
8, 1942 
to the 
late Coy 
Benjamin 
S h o r t 
and Ruth 
E l m o r e 
Short.

In ad-
dition to 

her parents, she was preced-
ed in death by her husband, 
John Gra� on Carr; brother, 
Carl Short; and her son-in-
law, Rocky King. 

Mary Susan gradu-
ated from Gassaway High 
School. She was an employ-
ee of Kroger company for 
many years from which she 
retired. She was a Christian 
who loved the Lord. She 
was a loving mother, grand-
mother, great grandmother, 
sister, aunt, and cousin. 
Mary Susan was a strong, 
kind, and caring woman 
loved by all in the commu-
nity.  She will be greatly 
missed.

She will be forever re-
membered by her son, Ash-
ley (Penny) Carr of Frame-
town; daughters, Leica King 
of Frametown and Chris-
tina Carr of Chagrin Falls, 
OH; grandchildren James 
(Erin) King, Casey (Jesse) 
Wood, Corey Carr, Ste-
phen and William Hamm; 
great grandchildren, Jaycee, 
Joseph and Julian Wood 
and Laney and Levi King; 
brother, Terry (Shirley) 
Short of Upper Sleith; sis-
ters, Jane� e McCourt of Up-
per Sleith and Oneda (Frank 
Ed) Schiefer also of Upper 
Sleith; and several nieces 
and nephews.

Mary Susan’s visitation 
will be 6 to 8 P.M. Tuesday, 
December 27, 2022, at Roach 
Funeral Home, Gassaway. 
WV. 

Her funeral will be 11 
A.M. Wednesday, Decem-
ber 28, 2022, at the funeral 
home with Pastor Robey 
Godfrey offi  ciating.  Her 
burial will follow in the 
Carr-Dickey Cemetery, Big 
Run Hill, Frametown, WV.

Special thanks to Mickey 
Priest for her compassionate 
care of Mary Susan. 

Words of comfort and 
fond memories may be 
extended to the family at 
www.roachfuneralhome.
com. 

Corky Griffi  th
April 19, 1939  -  De-

cember 16, 2022
“ H e y 

Jack!!”
M o r e 

than like-
ly, this 
w o u l d 
h a v e 
b e e n 
your fi rst 
in terac -

tion with Corky Griffi  th. 
He knew most everyone, 
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Legislative Update
By Delegate Brent Boggs

What a great Christmas 
season and the week lead-
ing up to Christmas Day! 
We had snow for the holi-
days, but it was one of the 
coldest on record in the past 
40 years.  The storm also 
brought down power lines 
in many areas and, as of this 
writing on Sunday evening, 
there are several thousand 
West Virginia homes that 
remain without electricity, 
including about one hun-
dred in Gilmer and Braxton 
Counties.  The high winds 
and extreme cold made it 
diffi  cult and hazardous for 
Mon Power workers to re-
store service, but they made 
remarkable progress under 
adverse weather condi-
tions.

In addition to Mon Pow-
er workers, we also owe a 
debt of gratitude to workers 
with all our public utilities; 
our fi rst responders; health-
care workers; our state 
DOH crews keeping roads 
treated under adverse con-
ditions; and all workers 
– public and private – that 
are vital to keeping the 
economy running, despite 
the adverse weather and 
holiday weekend.  That’s 
dedication that we should 
all recognize and com-
mend.  I’m sure they would 
have rather been home with 
family and friends.

I hope each of you en-
joyed the season with family 
and friends, but the weath-
er kept many families from 
traveling.  I’ll admit that I’m 
less likely to stay in dur-
ing the extreme cold than 
most, as I can vividly recall 
checking the thermometer 
while working in Cowen, 
Erbacon, Allingdale, Pick-
ens and other railroad work 
locations through the years.  
It wasn’t uncommon for the 
mercury to drop in the -10 

Denzil Brown
Denzil Brown, 78 of 

Rock Cave, passed away on 
Wednes-
day, De-
c e m b e r 
21, 2022 
at his 
home. He 
was born 
April 10, 
1944 in 
B r a x t o n 

County to the late Glenna 
Brown and John Smith 
and was a logger and tim-
ber cu� er. 

He loved to hunt and 
fi sh; was a good mechan-
ic; and enjoyed going to 
church at Canaan Com-
munity Church and Buck-
hannon Union Mission 
Church.

Denzil is survived 
by his wife Pam Tenney 
Brown; children Oliver 
D. Brown, Edith Bickel, 
Burna (Randy) Garvin, 
Della Brown, John Brown, 
Goldie Tenney, and Vick-
ie Brown; step-children 
Ronda, Pam, Toby, Tim-
my and Tommy Finlen; 
grandchildren Mike and 

Chris Bickel, Michelle 
Cutright, Shelly Brown, 
and Mikayla Holley; three 
sisters; one brother; and 
several extended family 
and friends to mourn his 
passing.

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded 
in death by his fi rst wife 
Corabell Brown; second 
wife Della Bickel Brown; 
and brother Bill Brown.

Funeral Services to cel-
ebrate Denzil’s life will be 
held on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 27, 2022 at 11:00 AM 
at Dodd & Reed Funeral 
Home, Webster Springs 
with Pastor Jerry Lee and 
Pastor Dennis Estes offi  ci-
ating. Friends may join the 
family for visitation from 
10:30 till time of service at 
the Funeral Home. Inter-
ment will follow in Cogar 
Cemetery, Guardian.

Online condolences 
may be sent to the family 
at www.doddreed� .com.

Dodd & Reed Funeral 
Home is honored to be 
serving the Brown family.

Patricia Ann

(Li� le) Cogar
Patricia Ann (Li� le) 

Cogar, 56, of Webster 
Springs 
p a s s e d 
away on 
S a t u r -
day, De-
c e m b e r 
17, 2022 
at Web-

ster Memorial Hospital.
Born May 25, 1966, she 

was the daughter of the 
late Clayton and Louise 
(Perrine) Li� le. In addi-
tion to her parents, she 
was preceded in death 
by her brother, Charles 
Edward Li� le; her step-
father, Harold Taylor, and 
brother-in-law, Bill West-
fall.

She was very good at 
cooking and baking, and 
enjoyed doing that.  

Left to cherish her 
memory are her children: 
Christopher Cogar of Di-
ana, Vanessa (husband, 
Arden) Norman of Web-
ster Springs, and Whit-
ney (companion, Robert) 
Cogar of GA; brother, For-
rest Li� le of Cherry Falls; 
sisters: Jacqueline Westfall 
of Diana, Mary (husband, 
Lorenzo) Jackson of KS, 

to -20 degree range from 
time to time.  However, the 
railroad expected you to 
keep the trains running, re-
gardless of weather condi-
tions.  In my old work car, 
I carried a section of card-
board behind the seat, cut 
to just the right size to place 
between the grill and ra-
diator when temperatures 
became extreme.  That kept 
the gas line from freezing 
and provided a li� le heat in 
the vehicle.

On that note, exercise 
caution this week, as the 
extreme freezing tempera-
tures and rain in the fore-
cast is likely to loosen and 
dislodge rocks, trees, slips, 
and slides along our sec-
ondary roads. 

When the 2023 session 
begins in just a couple 
weeks, here’s an issue to 
watch.  Over the past few 
years, West Virginia has 
se� led lawsuits with sev-
eral multi-billion-dollar 
corporations over opioid 
distribution methods and 
the addiction and death it 
has brought to our counties 
and communities.  The sum 
that is available for appro-
priation is approximately 
one billion dollars.  Cities 
and counties will receive a 
share of the funds, but the 
majority will be controlled 
by the State in a fund to ad-
dress the opioid crisis over 
the long run.  Let’s hope the 
funding is used to address 
the root causes of opioid 
abuse, addiction, and for 
be� er and more local treat-
ment options.

It’s also likely that a sig-
nifi cant amount to counties 
can be used for paying re-
gional jail bills.  Depending 
on the amount that counties 
will receive, it could free 
up a signifi cant amount of 
funds currently budgeted 
to regional jail per diem 

payments by counties.   
It’s critical that the Leg-

islature keep a fi rm grip on 
these funds and not allow 
the AG to dictate where or 
how it will be spent.  It’s 
important to remember 
that the Legislature holds 
the power of the purse.  
They should not cede pow-
er to the executive branch 
or any constitutional offi  cer 
on ma� ers of budget and 
fi nance.

Finally, as we draw to the 
end of 2022, the New Year 
is beginning to loom large, 
like the light at the end of a 
railroad tunnel.  It’s always 
exciting to anticipate what 
the coming year will hold 
for each of us, our families, 
our State, and nation.  As 
my twenty-six years in the 
Legislature will be end-
ing in the not-too-distant 
future, I’ll still be writing; 
still working to keep you 
informed and helping in 
any way I can.  My focus in 
this off -time will be family: 
Jean, our kids, grandkids, 
and especially my parents, 
as we assist them during 
this diffi  cult time when ang 
and health issues become 
more than they can handle 
on their own.  Meanwhile, 
we’ll be keeping options 
open, as you never know 
what the future holds.

If you need assistance, 
please contact me at my 
home offi  ce at: 151 Park 
Street, Gassaway, WV  
26624. The phone number 
is 304-364-8411. For those 
with Internet access, my 
email address is: Boggs34@
gmail.com  

Thank our Veterans ev-
ery day for their service 
and remember our troops 
- at home and abroad - and 
keep them and their fami-
lies in your thoughts and 
prayers.  From our family 
to yours, Happy New Year! 

Until next week, take 
care. 

Commission...
Continued from Page 1
quested permission to 

again use the Courthouse 
lawn and parking area. 
She also requested Police 
presence. President God-
win told her the Commis-
sion didn’t see a problem 
with the event but would 
need her to fi ll out the 
proper paperwork for ac-
tion at a future meeting. 
She was also instructed 
to discuss the law en-
forcement issue with the 
Sheriff  who was present 
at the meeting and indi-
cated that would not be a 
problem and they would 
get together and discuss 
the details. 

April Lloyd, Admin-

istrator of the Braxton 
County Health Depart-
ment was present to re-
quest that the Commis-
sion place the topic of 
upgrading the telephone 
and internet service at 
the Health Department 
on a future work session 
for discussion. 

Separate motions ap-
proved the county and 
EMS bills for payment as 
well as the minutes from 
the Commission’s meet-
ings on December 2 and 
8.

Being no further busi-
ness to discuss the meet-
ing adjourned at 9:27 p.m. 
The next regular meeting 
will convene on January 
6, 2023 at 9:00 a.m.
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American Legion’s Good Year
Commander Paul Gil-

lespie of American Legion 
Braxton Post 33 refl ected 
on 2022, “We experienced 
a good year.  First, we con-
tinued our monthly meet-
ings for veterans.

“We had a successful 
raffl  e to help up continue 
serving veterans and our 
community.   We enjoyed 
the Veterans Day parade 
and dinner.  Our member, 
Ray Strader, was the pa-
rade grand marshal.

“We enjoyed a Christ-
mas dinner, courtesy of 
the American Legion La-
dies Auxiliary and we in-
ducted two new members.

“Our fi rst monthly 
meeting in the new year 
will be Monday, January 
2, 7 p.m. in the Braxton 
County Senior Citizens 
Center.  All veterans are 
welcome.

We look forward to 
2023 because of the sup-
port we receive from the 
good folks of Braxton 
County.”

Nik Salvo of Frametown, Middle, Paul Gillespie, Commander, Johnny Tharpe 
of Su� on. 

Ray Strader, Parade Grand Marshall

Dog Tails: Stories from the 
Braxton County Animal Shelter

Are you looking to add 
a four legged, tail wagging 
member to your family? 
Rescues from the Braxton 
County Animal Shelter 
are looking for their fi nal 
“Furever” homes and are 
anxious to meet you.

There is a reason we 
call them man’s best 
friend. We can learn so 
many things from a dog’s 
behavior, personality, de-
meanor, resiliency, and 
most importantly, the 
willingness to provide 
their family members 
with unconditional love, 
loyalty, and companion-
ship down to their very 
last breath. BCAS is open 
Monday through Friday 
from 10-3.

There is no charge to 
surrender a dog, but do-
nations toward their care 
are appreciated. Adop-
tions are $149.00 for male 
dogs and $169.00 for fe-
male dogs, and include 
spay/neuter, rabies vacci-
nation, parvo/distemper 
vaccination, kennel cough 
vaccination, fl ea treat-
ment and deworming. No 
dog will leave the shelter 
unfi xed and we are very 

willing to work with repu-
table 501c3 rescues.

Please call the shelter 
for vet pricing and ask 
for our adoption/rescue 
coordinator Megan at 
(304)765-2200.

Lem (black and white 
male) and Lia (tan and 
white female) 

These siblings are 13 

week old pit mixes look-
ing for a brand new, lov-
ing forever home. They 
are very sweet, aff ection-
ate and playful and will 
likely be bigger dogs

Thank you for being 
kind to animals and as al-
ways, thank you for sup-
porting our furry friends!

Menu subject to 
change due to food 
availability. 2% milk 
served with each meal.

Monday 2 Holiday. 
Center Closed. Tuesday 
3 Roasted Pork Loin, 
Boiled Cabbage, Corn-
bread, Spiced Apples, 
New Years Celebration. 
Wednesday 4 Garlic 
Tomato Shrimp Pasta, 
Garlic Bread, Honey 
Glazed Carrots, Fruit. 
Thursday 5 Chicken 
Noodle Soup, Spinach, 
Crackers, Fruit. Friday 
6 Cornish Pasti, Peas, 
Dinner Roll, Garden 
Salad, Fruit. Monday 
9 Sausage Biscuit with 
Gravy, Hash Browns, 
Fruit. Tuesday 10 Pork 
Riblet on Bun, French 

Braxton County Senior
Center December Food Menu

Fries, Coleslaw, Fruit. 
Wednesday 11 Pot 
Roast, Mashed Potatoes 
with Gravy, Corn Pud-
ding, Dinner Roll, Fruit. 
Thursday 12 Open 
Face Turkey Sandwich, 
Stuffing, Green Beans, 
Fruit. Friday 13 Pepper-
oni Roll, Tomato Soup 
with Cheddar Cheese, 
Crackers, Fruit. Mon-
day 16 Holiday. Cen-
ter Closed. Tuesday 17 
Chicken Alfredo, Peas, 
Garlic Bread, Garlic 
Salad, Fruit. Wednes-
day 18 Beef Vegetable 
Soup, Cornbread, Broc-
coli Casserole, Fruit. 
Thursday 19 Country 
Fried Steak, Mashed 
Potatoes with Gravy, 
Dinner Roll, Pea Salad, 

Fruit. Friday 20 Great 
Northern Beans, Corn-
bread, Beets, Fruit. 
Monday 23 Chili, Sweet 
Potatoes, Crackers, 
Fruit. Tuesday 24 Baked 
Fish, Macaroni and 
Cheese, Mixed Vegeta-
bles, Fruit. Wednesday 
25 Chicken Ala King, 
Rice, Dinner Role, Fruit. 
Thursday 26 Breakfast 
Bake, Hash Browns, 
Biscuits, Spiced Apples. 
Friday 27 Spaghetti 
with Meatballs, Garden 
Salad, Garlic Bread, 
Fruit. Monday 30 Hot 
Dog with Chili, Tater 
Tots, Coleslaw, Fruit. 
Tuesday 31 Meatloaf, 
Mashed Potatoes with 
Gravy, Green Beans, 
Dinner Roll, Fruit.

By: Joseph J. Mazzella
It was a rainy, De-

cember day 30 years 
ago. A cold hung in the 
air that chilled you to 
the bones. I was even 
wishing the tempera-
ture would drop a few 
more degrees so at least 
it would snow. My wife 
and I were standing in 
a line at a volunteer fire 
department building 
with our two year old 
daughter, Beth. It was 
going to be her first 
time meeting Santa and 
my wife had brought 
her camera along to 
catch the moment.

When Santa finally 
appeared with his bag 
of gifts most of the 
other younger children 
backed away in fear at 
this strange man with 
a big white beard and 
red suit. My daughter 

A Christmas Moment
didn’t, however. She 
wasn’t scared at all. I 
think it was because 
one of her grandpas 
had a beard even bushi-
er than Santa’s. Instead 
she literally jumped 
up and down with joy 
in a little circle almost 
coming out of her snow 
boots in the process. 
Seeing her happiness 
Santa approached her 
first.

“Ho Ho Ho! What do 
you want for Christmas 
little girl,” he asked. 
Beth didn’t say any-
thing. She just reached 
up and gave Santa 
the biggest hug in the 
world. My wife laughed 
and I smiled seeing this 
beautiful moment of 
Christmas love. And all 
of the sudden that cold, 
damp firehouse seemed 
warm and bright. Or 

perhaps it was just all 
of us being filled with 
the spirit of Christmas 
by watching my little 
girl share her love and 
delight.

These days my little 
girl is 32 but I still en-
joy every warm, loving, 
hug she gives me and I 
still carry that Christ-
mas moment in my 
heart and mind to warm 
me any time this world 
seems too cold or bleak. 
It keeps my soul on the 
big picture. It keeps my 
heart on Love.

Margot Silk Forrest 
wrote, “The big picture 
is nothing more than 
a million moments all 
strung together.” May 
all of your moments 
then be full of the spirit 
of Christmas. May all 
of your moments be 
full of Love. And may 
God live through you 
in them all.

A Quiet Christmas
By: Jeane� e Riffl  e

We have been in a few 
days because of weather 
and warnings to stay off 
the roads unless it was 
necessary. Weather has 
put a hold on Christ-
mas for some of us. We 
are still waiting on our 
son and granddaugh-
ter to come down from 
Michigan. They got 
ready to come down 
this morning and got 
up to a  big snow. Also, 
we heard that there was 
snow blowing across the 
road on Rt. 250 over in 
the farm lands of Ohio, 
making it slick to drive 
on. They will come to-
morrow, December 26th  
if the weather permits. 
This has happened be-
fore. And, like I always 
say, “ Better safe than 
sorry.”

Church was can-
celed today at Rosedale 

Baptist due to weather 
and people away vis-
iting with loved ones 
at Christmas time. We 
have enjoyed Christmas 
shows on big screen TV 
and I get the church ser-
vices of some of my rela-
tives on line. They show 
up in my notifications 
and I can click on them 
and go there. Cousin, 
Scotty Stewart ,is song 
leader at Pleasant View 
Baptist Church of Park-
ersburg, and nephew, 
Jared Brock Fitzwater, 
is youth pastor of Rock 
Grove Baptist Church of 
Lewis County. Cousin 
Leary Vanhorn is pas-
tor of Elizabeth Baptist 
Church in Elizabeth, 
WV.

We put our dog in the 
garage by the stove and 
he didn’t like it until he 
was taken out on a leash 
to go potty and that ice 

and snow hurt his feet. 
He tried to raise two feet 
at a time to get out of 
it and that was a funny 
sight. When he saw how 
cold that wind chill was 
and how iced up his feet 
got, he was glad to get 
back in by the fire and 
on his good warm dogie 
bed.

We just heard a long 
range forecast for next 
Friday and Saturday. It 
is supposed to be in mid 
60’s.

That will feel likes 
spring broke, but we are 
sure ready for it. A few 
snow flurries are possi-
ble tomorrow, Monday, 
December 26th , but not 
supposed to amount to 
anything, though. I hope 
everyone had a very nice 
Christmas and until next 
week, take care and may 
the good Lord bless and 
keep you in his care. We 
will have our Christmas 
when the kids get here.

Just One Generation 
cat rescue was formed in 
2013 to help address the 
severe feline overpopu-
lation problem in our 
area.

All of our adopt-
able cats and kittens 
are looking for indoor 
homes, and are  litter 
box trained, social, have 
been vaccinated, de-
wormed, and received 
topical flea protection.

Spay/neuter/rabies is 
included with our mod-
est adoption fee of $45, 

and older kittens and 
cats may already be done 
at the time of placement.

If you have given 
thoughtful consider-
ation to welcoming a 
lifelong companion into 
your home, you might 
want to consider one of 
our three latest arrivals.  
They were born on Octo-
ber 14 and are currently 
nine weeks old.  They 
will receive initial FVR-
CP vaccine, deworming, 
and topical flea protec-
tion with Revolution 

Plus.  Their spay/neuter 
and rabies vaccine at age 
four months included 
with their modest adop-
tion fee for local adopt-
ers.

More adoptable ani-
mals can be viewed on 
petfinder.com by enter-
ing a search for CATS 
at location 26623, or by 
LIKING our Facebook 
page .

Additional informa-
tion can be obtained by 
calling Sally Stewart at 
304-364-4136.  

Just One Generation: Kitty 
Korner Adoptable Cats
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or at least acted like he 
did. There was a good 
chance that while making 
you smile and laugh, he 
was mulling over exactly 
what your name was.

Born to a coal miner’s 
family, in the thriving me-
tropolis of Widen, WV, he 
honed his athletic skills 
and social abilities in that 
cultural mecca. At the ten-
der age of 15, the family 
packed their bags for the 
big city…Gassaway, WV! 
Must have been “culture 
shock” with all that elec-
tricity, running water and 
all.

Corky’s love of athlet-
ics and coaching was his 
vision for a way out of the 
coal fi elds. He was a great 
football/baseball player, 
and he turned that ability 
into a scholarship to Sa-
lem College. This was just 
the beginning of a long 
road to a degree and a 
coaching position. He still 
holds the WV record for 
most colleges a� ended to 
a� ain a bachelor’s degree. 
And…it only took 9 years.

His world-famous 
coaching career began in 
the fall of 1968 at Ripley 
High School. Probably, 
this is where he worked on 

his story telling, as well. 
First year coaches in those 
days did a li� le of every-
thing. He was an assis-
tant football coach, head 
wrestling coach, freshman 
basketball coach and head 
baseball coach. All of this 
and a single parent to a 
young son (Wes). Thank 
goodness for his sisters 
and all the help with the 
youngster.

His success and the 
ability to network allowed 
him the opportunity to 
move to the Kanawha 
Valley for a coaching po-
sition in the best high 
school conference (KVC) 
in the state. This is where 
the legend began: Head 
coach of the DuPont High 
School Panthers. He was 
fortunate enough to have 
coached many great ath-
letes and shape the lives 
of many a young man. 
He was a tough coach but 
fair. One particular player 
once said, “that boot camp 
was much easier than an 
August with Corky”. He 
also was fortunate enough 
to have coached his son, 
Wes. Once Wes had com-
pleted his high school ath-
letics, Corky became the 
coaching vagabond: Have 
whistle will travel.

Multiple stops from 
1983 until his retirement. 
Murray State University, 
Braxton County HS, Pu-

laski County HS, Nicholas 
County HS, Salem Col-
lege, Stewarts Draft HS, 
Hinton HS and fi nally, he 
ended his coaching career 
back in the coal fi elds of 
Logan, WV…full Circle. 
Over this illustrious career 
he polished his “story-tell-
ing” skills.

It’s been said that he 
once entered the best liars 
contest but was disquali-
fi ed because they didn’t 
rate professionals.

Coaching kept him 
young and vibrant until 
his 84th year. He brought 
laughter, life, and love 
to most everyone he en-
countered, especially the 
two who could do no 
wrong and never had to 
run sprints: Kala Jane and 
Tanner Ray, his grandchil-
dren. If nothing else, he 
nearly always would tell 
an inappropriate joke at 
the absolute inappropri-
ate time. He was loved 
by many, cussed by some 
and always left a lasting 
impression wherever he 
landed. No doubt he will 
be missed!

LOVE YA AND I 
MEAN IT!!!!

He was preceded in 
death by parents Ray and 
Freda Griffi  th, and his 
sisters Dawn Rae, Toby, 
Gwen and Pat and wife 
Ramona Jane Frame. He 
is survived by wife Pam, 
son Wes, sister Sally and 
brother Gary, and grand-
children Kala Jane and 
Tanner Ray.

A celebration of life is 

being planned for Decem-
ber 29th. Venue to be de-
termined.

Corky donated his 
body to the West Virgin-
ia University School of 
Medicine. In lieu of fl ow-
ers, please donate to your 
local high school athletic 
program. Corky would 
love that.

Wanda Kuhl Pra� 
Wanda Kuhl Pra� , 83, 

of Chester, passed away 
on Mon-
day, De-
c e m b e r 
5, 2022. 
Born in 
C o p e n , 
WV, she 
was the 
d a u g h -
ter of 

the late, Archie Glen Kuhl 
and Naomi Davis Kuhl. 
She was also preceded in 
death by her son, Rich-
ard Pra� ; and daughter, 
Cathy Owen. 

Wanda was a long-time 
employee of Estes Express 
Lines, as an offi  ce clerk. 
She served as the Middle 
District Christmas Store 
Coordinator for 20 years. 
She was a faithful mem-
ber of Fellowship Baptist 
Church, where she served 
as Music Director for 25 
years, and as their Mis-
sions Director. She also 
volunteered with the VA 
Baptist Disaster Group. 

Wanda is survived by 
her beloved husband, 
Kenneth Pra� ; grandchil-
dren, Derek Pra� , Dustin 

Pra� , Madelyne Owen 
Smith, and Andrew Owen; 
six great-grandchildren; 
many nieces and nephews; 
son-in-law, John Owen of 
McKenney; daughter-in-
law, Tina Snellings Pra� ; 
sister-in-law, Jeanne� e 
Curtis (William); and sis-
ter-in-law, Marge Kuhl 
of Medina, OH; sister-in-
law, Vicki Kuhl of Me-
dina, OH; and brother-in-
law, Jerry Brooks of North 
Lima, OH. 

The family received 
friends from 6:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m., on Thursday, 
December 8, 2022, at the 
Chester Chapel of J.T. 
Morriss & Son Funeral 
Home. A funeral service 
was held at 2:00 p.m., on 
Friday, December 9, 2022, 
at the funeral home. Inter-
ment was private. In lieu 
of fl owers, memorial con-
tributions may be donat-
ed to Fellowship Baptist 
Church, 2154 Coxendale 
Rd., Chester, VA 23831. 
Condolences may be reg-
istered at www.jtmorriss.
com.

William L. Smith
William L. Smith, 81 of 

Glenville, WV; departed 
this earthly life in the af-
ternoon hours of Monday, 
December 19, 2022 at the 
Genesis Health Care Glen-
ville Center, following an 
extended illness.

He was born March 11, 
1941 in Portsmouth, VA; 
son of the late James and 
Gladys Smith.

William is a graduate of 
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Notice Of Intent To
Escheat Funds
The Estate of William J. Ankrum, 
deceased
The law firm of Glasser and 
Glasser, P.L.C. is in possession of 
funds due to the Estate of William 
J. Ankrum, deceased.  It is our un-
derstanding that the decedent left 
no immediate heirs.  It is our inten-
tion to escheat the funds we are 
holding within sixty (60) days of 
this notice absent response from 
any prospective heir of William J. 
Ankrum’s to Glasser and Glasser, 
P.L.C. via U.S. Mail, telephone or 
email, as follows:
Glasser and Glasser, P.L.C.
Attn.:  Kip Harbison, Esquire
580 East Main St., Suite 600
Norfolk, VA 23510
(757) 625-6787
RRDEPT@glasserlaw.com
Asbestos - Client (Railroad)-03617 
Ankrum kmh              12-15 1-05

NOTICE TO REDEEM
2021-S-00000052 - Braxton 
County – WVTJ LLC
To: RODNEY GREATHOUSE, 
SUZZANE GREATHOUSE, TIF-
FANY GREATHOUSE, ROD-
NEY GREATHOUSE, SUZ-
ZANE GREATHOUSE, TIFFANY 
GREATHOUSE, OCCUPANT, 
OCCUPANT, IRS, ATTN: ADVISO-
RY CONSOLIDATED RECEIPTS, 
WV STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, 
or heirs at law, devisees, credi-
tors, representatives, succes-
sors, assigns, all unknown heirs, 
guardians, conservators, fi ducia-
ries, administrators, lienholders, 
co-owners, other parties having 
an undivided interest in the delin-
quent property, and other parties 
that may have any interest in the 
subject property. 
DISTRICT BIRCH  
MAP 4L  PARCEL 0006 0000
You will take notice that WVTJ 
LLC, the purchaser of tax lien(s) 
on the following real estate, Cer-
tifi cate of Sale: 2021-S-00000052, 
114.53AC STEER CREEK SUR-
FACE, located in BIRCH, which 
was returned delinquent in the 
name of GREATHOUSE ROD-
NEY &/OR, and for which the tax 
lien(s) thereon was sold by the 
sheriff of Braxton County at the 
sale for the delinquent taxes made 
on the 26th day of October, 2021, 
has requested that you be notifi ed 
that a deed for such real estate 
will be made to him or her on or 
after April 1, 2023, as provided 
by law, unless before that  day 
you redeem such real estate. The 
amount you will have to pay on 
the last day, March 31, 2023 will 
be as follows:
Amount equal to the taxes and 
charges due on the date of the 
sale, with interest, to March 31, 
2023.-$1,931.53
Amount of subsequent years 
taxes paid on the property, since 
the sale, with interest to March 31, 
2023.-$1,767.62
Amount paid for Title Examination 
and preparation of the list to be 
served and for preparation and 
service of notice with interest 
from January 1, 2022 following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$1,190.35
Amount paid for other statutory 
costs with interest from following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$398.56
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff 
– cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable Lou 
Dellamea, Sheriff and Treasurer of 

Braxton County.-$5,288.06
Cost of Certifi cation of Redemp-
tion – cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable John B. 
McCuskey, State Auditor.-$35.00
You may redeem at any time 
before March 31, 2023, by paying 
the above total less any unearned 
interest.
Return to:
WV State Auditor’s Offi ce,
County Collections Division, 
1900 Kanawha Blvd East, Build-
ing 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia, 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-
6568 option 2            12-29  1-12b

NOTICE TO REDEEM
2021-S-00000053 - Braxton 
County – WVTJ LLC
To: RYAN PRINCE, RYAN 
PRINCE, ANGELA PRINCE, 
ANGELA PRINCE,  RYAN 
PRINCE, ANGELA PRINCE, 
RYAN PRINCE, ANGELA, RYAN 
PRINCE, ANGELA PRINCE, OC-
CUPANT, IRS, ATTN: ADVISORY 
CONSOLIDATED RECEIPTS, 
WV STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, 
or heirs at law, devisees, credi-
tors, representatives, succes-
sors, assigns, all unknown heirs, 
guardians, conservators, fi ducia-
ries, administrators, lienholders, 
co-owners, other parties having 
an undivided interest in the delin-
quent property, and other parties 
that may have any interest in the 
subject property. 
DISTRICT BIRCH  
MAP 6Q PARCEL 0026 0000
You will take notice that WVTJ 
LLC, the purchaser of tax lien(s) 
on the following real estate, 
Cer tificate of Sale: 2021-S-
00000053, 4.75AC DIADDA, 
located in BIRCH, which was re-
turned delinquent in the name of 
PRINCE RYAN D &/OR ANGELA 
C, and for which the tax lien(s) 
thereon was sold by the sheriff 
of Braxton County at the sale for 
the delinquent taxes made on the 
26th day of October, 2021, has 
requested that you be notifi ed 
that a deed for such real estate 
will be made to him or her on or 
after April 1, 2023, as provided 
by law, unless before that  day 
you redeem such real estate. The 
amount you will have to pay on 
the last day, March 31, 2023 will 
be as follows:
Amount equal to the taxes and 
charges due on the date of the 
sale, with interest, to March 31, 
2023.-$838.36
Amount of subsequent years 
taxes paid on the property, since 
the sale, with interest to March 
31, 2023.-$698.38
Amount paid for Title Examination 
and preparation of the list to be 
served and for preparation and 
service of notice with interest 
from January 1, 2022 following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$1,200.59
Amount paid for other statutory 
costs with interest from following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$522.84
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff 
– cashier check, money order or 
certified check must be made 
payable to The Honorable Lou 
Dellamea, Sheriff and Treasurer 
of Braxton County.-$3,260.17
Cost of Certifi cation of Redemp-
tion – cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable John B. 
McCuskey, State Auditor.-$35.00
You may redeem at any time 

before March 31, 2023, by paying 
the above total less any unearned 
interest.
Return to:
WV State Auditor’s Offi ce,
County Collections Division, 
1900 Kanawha Blvd East, Building 
1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia, 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-
6568 option 2           12-29  1-12b

NOTICE TO REDEEM
2021-S-00000054 - Braxton 
County – WVTJ LLC
To: JEAN BALLENGEE DIVERS, 
JEAN BALLENGEE DIVERS, 
JOSEPH BALLENGEE, JAMES 
BALLENGEE, RICHARD MCK-
EE, JEAN BALLENGEE DIVERS, 
JOSEPH BALLENGEE, JAMES 
BALLENGEE, JAMES BALLEN-
GEE, RICHARD MCKEE, RICH-
ARD MCKEE, RICHARD MCKEE, 
RICHARD MCKEE, RICHARD 
MCKEE, IRS, ATTN: ADVISORY 
CONSOLIDATED RECEIPTS, 
WV STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, 
or heirs at law, devisees, credi-
tors, representatives, succes-
sors, assigns, all unknown heirs, 
guardians, conservators, fi ducia-
ries, administrators, lienholders, 
co-owners, other parties having 
an undivided interest in the delin-
quent property, and other parties 
that may have any interest in the 
subject property. 
DISTRICT BIRCH  
MAP 9999 P A R C E L 
0001 4250
You will take notice that WVTJ 
LLC, the purchaser of tax lien(s) 
on the following real estate, Cer-
tifi cate of Sale: 2021-S-00000054, 
85AC OG N S ELK, located in 
BIRCH, which was returned de-
linquent in the name of DIVERS 
JEAN BALLENGEE ETAL, and 
for which the tax lien(s) thereon 
was sold by the sheriff of Braxton 
County at the sale for the delin-
quent taxes made on the 26th day 
of October, 2021, has requested 
that you be notifi ed that a deed for 
such real estate will be made to 
him or her on or after April 1, 2023, 
as provided by law, unless before 
that  day you redeem such real 
estate. The amount you will have 
to pay on the last day, March 31, 
2023 will be as follows:
Amount equal to the taxes and 
charges due on the date of the 
sale, with interest, to March 31, 
2023.-$113.61
Amount of subsequent years 
taxes paid on the property, since 
the sale, with interest to March 31, 
2023.-$18.44
Amount paid for Title Examination 
and preparation of the list to be 
served and for preparation and 
service of notice with interest 
from January 1, 2022 following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$1,210.84
Amount paid for other statutory 
costs with interest from following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$1,337.12
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff 
– cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable Lou 
Dellamea, Sheriff and Treasurer of 
Braxton County.-$2,680.01
Cost of Certifi cation of Redemp-
tion – cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable John B. 
McCuskey, State Auditor.-$35.00
You may redeem at any time be-
fore March 31, 2023, by paying 
the above total less any unearned 
interest.

Return to:
WV State Auditor’s Offi ce,
County Collections Division, 
1900 Kanawha Blvd East, Build-
ing 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia, 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-
6568 option 2          12-29  1-12b

NOTICE TO REDEEM
2021-S-00000055 - Braxton 
County – WVTJ LLC
To: CHARLES FRAME HRS, 
C H A R L E S  F R A M E  H R S, 
CHARLES JARRETT FRAME, 
JR., ELIZABETH PAINTIFF, RUS-
SELL PAINTIFF, JR, ELIZABETH 
PAINTIFF, IRS, ATTN: ADVISORY 
CONSOLIDATED RECEIPTS, 
WV STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, 
or heirs at law, devisees, credi-
tors, representatives, succes-
sors, assigns, all unknown heirs, 
guardians, conservators, fi ducia-
ries, administrators, lienholders, 
co-owners, other parties having 
an undivided interest in the delin-
quent property, and other parties 
that may have any interest in the 
subject property. 
DISTRICT BIRCH  
MAP 9999 P A R C E L 
0002 0200
You will take notice that WVTJ 
LLC, the purchaser of tax lien(s) 
on the following real estate, Certif-
icate of Sale: 2021-S-00000055, 
COG 44.75 AC STUMBO, located 
in BIRCH, which was returned 
delinquent in the name of FRAME 
CHARLES HRS, and for which 
the tax lien(s) thereon was sold 
by the sheriff of Braxton County 
at the sale for the delinquent taxes 
made on the 26th day of October, 
2021, has requested that you be 
notifi ed that a deed for such real 
estate will be made to him or her 
on or after April 1, 2023, as pro-
vided by law, unless before that  
day you redeem such real estate. 
The amount you will have to pay 
on the last day, March 31, 2023 
will be as follows:
Amount equal to the taxes and 
charges due on the date of the 
sale, with interest, to March 31, 
2023.-$109.70
Amount of subsequent years 
taxes paid on the property, since 
the sale, with interest to March 31, 
2023.-$14.82
Amount paid for Title Examination 
and preparation of the list to be 
served and for preparation and 
service of notice with interest 
from January 1, 2022 following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$1,084.87
Amount paid for other statutory 
costs with interest from following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$754.99
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff 
– cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable Lou 
Dellamea, Sheriff and Treasurer 
of Braxton County.-$1,964.38
Cost of Certifi cation of Redemp-
tion – cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable John B. 
McCuskey, State Auditor.-$35.00
You may redeem at any time 
before March 31, 2023, by paying 
the above total less any unearned 
interest.
Return to:
WV State Auditor’s Offi ce,
County Collections Division, 
1900 Kanawha Blvd East, Build-
ing 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia, 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-
6568 option 2          12-29  1-12b

NOTICE TO REDEEM
2021-S-00000056 - Braxton 
County – WVTJ LLC
To: CHARLES FRAME HRS, 
C H A R L E S  F R A M E  H R S, 
CHARLES JARRETT FRAME, 
JR., ELIZABETH PAINTIFF, RUS-

SELL PAINTIFF, JR., ELIZABETH 
PAINTIFF, IRS, ATTN: ADVISORY 
CONSOLIDATED RECEIPTS, 
WV STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, 
or heirs at law, devisees, credi-
tors, representatives, succes-
sors, assigns, all unknown heirs, 
guardians, conservators, fi ducia-
ries, administrators, lienholders, 
co-owners, other parties having 
an undivided interest in the delin-
quent property, and other parties 
that may have any interest in the 
subject property. 
DISTRICT BIRCH  
MAP 9999  P A R C E L 
0002 0210
You will take notice that WVTJ 
LLC, the purchaser of tax lien(s) 
on the following real estate, Certif-
icate of Sale: 2021-S-00000056, 
OG 44 AC STUMBO RUN, locat-
ed in BIRCH, which was returned 
delinquent in the name of FRAME 
CHARLES HRS, and for which 
the tax lien(s) thereon was sold 
by the sheriff of Braxton County 
at the sale for the delinquent taxes 
made on the 26th day of October, 
2021, has requested that you be 
notifi ed that a deed for such real 
estate will be made to him or her 
on or after April 1, 2023, as pro-
vided by law, unless before that  
day you redeem such real estate. 
The amount you will have to pay 
on the last day, March 31, 2023 
will be as follows:
Amount equal to the taxes and 
charges due on the date of the 
sale, with interest, to March 31, 
2023.-$103.99
Amount of subsequent years 
taxes paid on the property, since 
the sale, with interest to March 
31, 2023.-$9.58
Amount paid for Title Examination 
and preparation of the list to be 
served and for preparation and 
service of notice with interest 
from January 1, 2022 following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$1,084.87
Amount paid for other statutory 
costs with interest from following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$888.56
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff 
– cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable Lou 
Dellamea, Sheriff and Treasurer 
of Braxton County.-$2,087.00
Cost of Certifi cation of Redemp-
tion – cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable John B. 
McCuskey, State Auditor.-$35.00
You may redeem at any time 
before March 31, 2023, by paying 
the above total less any unearned 
interest.
Return to:
WV State Auditor’s Offi ce,
County Collections Division, 
1900 Kanawha Blvd East, Build-
ing 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia, 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-
6568 option 2         12-29  1-12b

NOTICE TO REDEEM
2021-S-00000060 - Braxton 
County – WVTJ LLC
To: VICTOR SHINGLER JR, VIC-
TOR SHINGLER JR, CHERYLE 
SHINGLER, VICTOR SHINGLER 
JR, CHERYLE SHINGLER, OC-
CUPANT, VICTOR SHINGLER, 
CHERYLE SHINGLER, IRS, 
ATTN: ADVISORY CONSOLI-
DATED RECEIPTS, WV STATE 
TAX DEPARTMENT, or heirs at 
law, devisees, creditors, repre-
sentatives, successors, assigns, 
all unknown heirs, guardians, 
conservators, fi duciaries, admin-
istrators, lienholders, co-owners, 
other parties having an undivided 
interest in the delinquent prop-
erty, and other parties that may 
have any interest in the subject 
property. 
DISTRICT HOLLY  

MAP 9T  P A R C E L 
0031 0001
You will take notice that WVTJ 
LLC, the purchaser of tax lien(s) 
on the following real estate, Cer-
tifi cate of Sale: 2021-S-00000060, 
.37AC CARPENTERS FORK, 
located in HOLLY, which was 
returned delinquent in the name 
of SHINGLER VICTOR B JR &/
OR, and for which the tax lien(s) 
thereon was sold by the sheriff 
of Braxton County at the sale for 
the delinquent taxes made on the 
26th day of October, 2021, has 
requested that you be notifi ed that 
a deed for such real estate will be 
made to him or her on or after April 
1, 2023, as provided by law, un-
less before that  day you redeem 
such real estate. The amount you 
will have to pay on the last day, 
March 31, 2023 will be as follows:
Amount equal to the taxes and 
charges due on the date of the 
sale, with interest, to March 31, 
2023.-$881.96
Amount of subsequent years 
taxes paid on the property, since 
the sale, with interest to March 31, 
2023.-$743.92
Amount paid for Title Examination 
and preparation of the list to be 
served and for preparation and 
service of notice with interest 
from January 1, 2022 following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$1,153.35
Amount paid for other statutory 
costs with interest from following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$442.13
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff 
– cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable Lou 
Dellamea, Sheriff and Treasurer of 
Braxton County.-$3,221.36
Cost of Certifi cation of Redemp-
tion – cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable John B. 
McCuskey, State Auditor.-$35.00
You may redeem at any time 
before March 31, 2023, by paying 
the above total less any unearned 
interest.
Return to:
WV State Auditor’s Offi ce,
County Collections Division, 
1900 Kanawha Blvd East, Build-
ing 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia, 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-
6568 option 2           12-29  1-12b

NOTICE TO REDEEM
2021-S-00000061 - Braxton 
County – WVTJ LLC
To: VICTOR SHINGLER JR, 
CHERYLE SHINGLER, VICTOR 
SHINGLER JR, VICTOR SHIN-
GLER JR, CHERYLE SHIIN-
GLER, OCCUPANT, CHERYLE 
SHINGLER, VICTOR SHINGLER 
JR, IRS, ATTN: ADVISORY CON-
SOLIDATED RECEIPTS, WV 
STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, or 
heirs at law, devisees, creditors, 
representatives, successors, as-
signs, all unknown heirs, guard-
ians, conservators, fiduciaries, 
administrators, lienholders, co-
owners, other parties having an 
undivided interest in the delin-
quent property, and other parties 
that may have any interest in the 
subject property. 
DISTRICT HOLLY  
MAP 9T  P A R C E L 
0031 0002
You will take notice that WVTJ 
LLC, the purchaser of tax lien(s) 
on the following real estate, Cer-
tifi cate of Sale: 2021-S-00000061, 
.112AC CARPENTERS FORK, 
located in HOLLY, which was 
returned delinquent in the name 
of SHINGLER VICTOR B JR &/
OR, and for which the tax lien(s) 
thereon was sold by the sheriff 
of Braxton County at the sale for 

Churchland High School 
in Portsmouth, VA; he 
worked as a Millwright in 
manufacturing for many 
years and enjoyed being 
artistic and spending time 
with family and friends.

Surviving are 5 chil-
dren, Johnathan Smith 
(Lori) of Co� ageville, WV; 
Robin Benson of Raven-
swood, WV; Mary Beth 
Witkowski (Jason) of Ma-
son County, WV; Bobby 
Smith (Darlene) and Billy 
Smith of Kenna, WV; and 
4 siblings, Mary Smith 
of Kingsland, GA; Be� y 
Weth of Saint Mary’s, GA; 
Ellen Hollowell of Eden-
ton, NC; and Raymond 
Smith (Mary) of Ahoskie, 
NC.

Also surviving are 7 
grandchildren, 1 great-
grandchild, and a host of 
nieces, nephews, cousins, 
and many other wonder-
ful family and friends.

Along with his par-
ents, William is preceded 
in death by 9 siblings, 
Barbara Hendrix, Shirley 
Marshall, Bobby Smith, 
Daniel Smith, Francis 
Rodgers, Gladys Garris, 
James Marshall Smith, 
Richard Smith, and Frank 
Smith.

Williams request for 
cremation has been hon-
ored and a celebration of 
his life will be conducted 
later in 2023.

Ellyson Mortuary, Inc., 
is honored to assist the 
family of William L. Smith 
with cremation arrange-
ments.



Please be advised 
that the next meeting of 
the Braxton County Lo-
cal Emergency Planning 
Commi� ee is scheduled 
on 1/10/23 at 12:00 noon at 
3 Girls Dinner Restaurant. 

BC Local Emergency Planning
Committee January Meeting

Please advise us if you 
plan to a� end. 

If you have any ques-
tions regarding this meet-
ing, please feel free to 
email at braxtonlepc@
gmail.com

the delinquent taxes made on the 
26th day of October, 2021, has 
requested that you be notifi ed that 
a deed for such real estate will be 
made to him or her on or after April 
1, 2023, as provided by law, un-
less before that  day you redeem 
such real estate. The amount you 
will have to pay on the last day, 
March 31, 2023 will be as follows:
Amount equal to the taxes and 
charges due on the date of the 
sale, with interest, to March 31, 
2023.-$124.14
Amount of subsequent years 
taxes paid on the property, since 
the sale, with interest to March 31, 
2023.-$16.27
Amount paid for Title Examination 
and preparation of the list to be 
served and for preparation and 
service of notice with interest 
from January 1, 2022 following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$1,153.35
Amount paid for other statutory 
costs with interest from following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$398.56
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff 
– cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable Lou 
Dellamea, Sheriff and Treasurer of 
Braxton County.-$1,692.32
Cost of Certifi cation of Redemp-
tion – cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable John B. 
McCuskey, State Auditor.-$35.00
You may redeem at any time be-
fore March 31, 2023, by paying 
the above total less any unearned 
interest.
Return to:
WV State Auditor’s Offi ce,
County Collections Division, 
1900 Kanawha Blvd East, Building 
1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia, 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-
6568 option 2           12-29  1-12b

NOTICE TO REDEEM
2021-S-00000062 - Braxton 
County – WVTJ LLC
To: VICTOR SHINGLER JR, 
CHERYLE SHINGLER, VIC-
TOR SHINGLER JR, VICTOR 
SHINGLER JR, CHERLYE SHIN-
GLER, OCCUPANT, CHERYLE 
SHINGLER, VICTOR SHINGLER 
JR, IRS, ATTN: ADVISORY CON-
SOLIDATED RECEIPTS, WV 
STATE TAX DEPARTMENT, or 
heirs at law, devisees, creditors, 
representatives, successors, as-
signs, all unknown heirs, guard-
ians, conservators, fiduciaries, 
administrators, lienholders, co-
owners, other parties having an 
undivided interest in the delin-
quent property, and other parties 
that may have any interest in the 
subject property. 
DISTRICT HOLLY  
MAP 9T  PARCEL 00031 0003
You will take notice that WVTJ 
LLC, the purchaser of tax lien(s) 
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on the following real estate, Cer-
tifi cate of Sale: 2021-S-00000062, 
.0594AC CARPENTERS FORK, 
located in HOLLY, which was 
returned delinquent in the name 
of SHINGLER VICTOR B JR &/
OR, and for which the tax lien(s) 
thereon was sold by the sheriff 
of Braxton County at the sale for 
the delinquent taxes made on the 
26th day of October, 2021, has 
requested that you be notifi ed that 
a deed for such real estate will be 
made to him or her on or after April 
1, 2023, as provided by law, un-
less before that  day you redeem 
such real estate. The amount you 
will have to pay on the last day, 
March 31, 2023 will be as follows:
Amount equal to the taxes and 
charges due on the date of the 
sale, with interest, to March 31, 
2023.-$99.49
Amount of subsequent years 
taxes paid on the property, since 
the sale, with interest to March 31, 
2023.-$5.43
Amount paid for Title Examination 
and preparation of the list to be 
served and for preparation and 
service of notice with interest 
from January 1, 2022 following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$1,153.35
Amount paid for other statutory 
costs with interest from following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$442.13
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff 
– cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable Lou 
Dellamea, Sheriff and Treasurer of 
Braxton County.-$1,700.40
Cost of Certifi cation of Redemp-
tion – cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable John B. 
McCuskey, State Auditor.-$35.00
You may redeem at any time 
before March 31, 2023, by paying 
the above total less any unearned 
interest.
Return to:
WV State Auditor’s Offi ce,
County Collections Division, 
1900 Kanawha Blvd East, Build-
ing 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia, 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-
6568 option 2           12-29  1-12b

NOTICE TO REDEEM2021-
S-00000068 - Braxton County 
– WVTJ LLC
To: EARNEST HERRON, EAR-
NEST HERRON, EARNEST 
HERRON, OCCUPANT, IRS, 
ATTN: ADVISORY CONSOLIDAT-
ED RECEIPTS, WV STATE TAX 
DEPARTMENT, or heirs at law, de-
visees, creditors, representatives, 
successors, assigns, all unknown 
heirs, guardians, conservators, 
fi duciaries, administrators, lien-
holders, co-owners, other parties 
having an undivided interest in 
the delinquent property, and other 
parties that may have any interest 

in the subject property. 
DISTRICT OTTER  
MAP 7  P A R C E L 
0001 0000
You will take notice that WVTJ 
LLC, the purchaser of tax lien(s) 
on the following real estate, Cer-
tifi cate of Sale: 2021-S-00000068, 
J A GROSE SUB 1 LOTS 69 70 
71 72 300.0 X 250.0 X 3, located 
in OTTER, which was returned de-
linquent in the name of HERRON 
EARNEST LEE, and for which the 
tax lien(s) thereon was sold by 
the sheriff of Braxton County at 
the sale for the delinquent taxes 
made on the 26th day of October, 
2021, has requested that you be 
notifi ed that a deed for such real 
estate will be made to him or her 
on or after April 1, 2023, as pro-
vided by law, unless before that  
day you redeem such real estate. 
The amount you will have to pay 
on the last day, March 31, 2023 
will be as follows:
Amount equal to the taxes and 
charges due on the date of the 
sale, with interest, to March 31, 
2023.-$463.65
Amount of subsequent years 
taxes paid on the property, since 
the sale, with interest to March 31, 
2023.-$350.82
Amount paid for Title Examination 
and preparation of the list to be 
served and for preparation and 
service of notice with interest 
from January 1, 2022 following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$1,090.37
Amount paid for other statutory 
costs with interest from following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$267.85
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff 
– cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable Lou 
Dellamea, Sheriff and Treasurer of 
Braxton County.-$2,172.69
Cost of Certifi cation of Redemp-
tion – cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable John B. 
McCuskey, State Auditor.-$35.00
You may redeem at any time 
before March 31, 2023, by paying 
the above total less any unearned 
interest.
Return to:
WV State Auditor’s Offi ce,
County Collections Division, 
1900 Kanawha Blvd East, Build-
ing 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia, 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-
6568 option 2           12-29  1-12b

NOTICE TO REDEEM
2021-S-00000079 - Braxton 
County – WVTJ LLC
To: JEREMY CLAYPOOLE, JER-
EMY CLAYPOOLE, JEREMY 
CLAYPOOLE, JEREMY CLAY-
POOLE, OCCUPANT, IRS, ATTN: 
ADVISORY CONSOLIDATED 
RECEIPTS, WV STATE TAX 
DEPARTMENT, or heirs at law, de-

NOTICE continued from Page 4

visees, creditors, representatives, 
successors, assigns, all unknown 
heirs, guardians, conservators, 
fi duciaries, administrators, lien-
holders, co-owners, other parties 
having an undivided interest in 
the delinquent property, and other 
parties that may have any interest 
in the subject property. 
DISTRICT SALT LICK  
MAP 14G PARCEL 0033 0004
You will take notice that WVTJ 
LLC, the purchaser of tax lien(s) 
on the following real estate, Cer-
tifi cate of Sale: 2021-S-00000079, 
5AC FALL RUN, located in SALT 
LICK, which was returned de-
linquent in the name of CLAY-
POOLE JEREMY, and for which 
the tax lien(s) thereon was sold 
by the sheriff of Braxton County at 
the sale for the delinquent taxes 
made on the 26th day of October, 
2021, has requested that you be 
notifi ed that a deed for such real 
estate will be made to him or her 
on or after April 1, 2023, as pro-
vided by law, unless before that  
day you redeem such real estate. 
The amount you will have to pay 
on the last day, March 31, 2023 
will be as follows:
Amount equal to the taxes and 
charges due on the date of the 
sale, with interest, to March 31, 
2023.-$153.62
Amount of subsequent years 
taxes paid on the property, since 
the sale, with interest to March 31, 
2023.-$57.48
Amount paid for Title Examination 
and preparation of the list to be 
served and for preparation and 
service of notice with interest 
from January 1, 2022 following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$1,106.12
Amount paid for other statutory 
costs with interest from following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$311.42
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff 
– cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable Lou 
Dellamea, Sheriff and Treasurer of 
Braxton County.-$1,628.64
Cost of Certifi cation of Redemp-
tion – cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable John B. 
McCuskey, State Auditor.-$35.00
You may redeem at any time 
before March 31, 2023, by paying 
the above total less any unearned 
interest.
Return to:
WV State Auditor’s Offi ce,
County Collections Division, 
1900 Kanawha Blvd East, Build-
ing 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia, 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-
6568 option 2  12-29  1-12b

NOTICE TO REDEEM
2021-S-00000107 - Braxton 
County – JASON LANAGAN
To: TAMMIE GAY, or heirs at law, 
devisees, creditors, representa-
tives, successors, assigns, all 
unknown heirs, guardians, con-
servators, fi duciaries, administra-
tors, lienholders, co-owners, other 
parties having an undivided inter-
est in the delinquent property, and 
other parties that may have any 
interest in the subject property. 
DISTRICT GASSAWAY CORP 
MAP 7  P A R C E L 
0129 0000
You will take notice that JA-
SON LANAGAN, the purchaser 
of tax lien(s) on the following 
real estate, Certifi cate of Sale: 
2021-S-00000107, LOT 42 BLK 
23 25X100X25X100, located in 
GASSAWAY CORP, which was 
returned delinquent in the name 
of GAY TAMMIE, and for which 
the tax lien(s) thereon was sold 
by the sheriff of Braxton County 
at the sale for the delinquent 
taxes made on the 26th day of 
October, 2021, has requested 
that you be notifi ed that a deed 
for such real estate will be made 
to him or her on or after April 1, 
2023, as provided by law, unless 
before that  day you redeem 
such real estate. The amount 
you will have to pay on the last 
day, March 31, 2023 will be as 
follows:
Amount equal to the taxes and 
charges due on the date of the 
sale, with interest, to March 31, 
2023.-$365.55
Amount of subsequent years 
taxes paid on the property, since 
the sale, with interest to March 
31, 2023.-$259.26
Amount paid for Title Examina-
tion and preparation of the list 
to be served and for preparation 
and service of notice with inter-
est from January 1, 2022 follow-
ing the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$744.65
Amount paid for other statutory 
costs with interest from following 
the sheriff’s sale to March 31, 
2023.-$43.57
Total Amount Payable to Sheriff 
– cashier check, money order 
or certifi ed check must be made 
payable to The Honorable Lou 
Dellamea, Sheriff and Treasurer 
of Braxton County.-$1,413.03
Cost of Certifi cation of Redemp-
tion – cashier check, money 
order or certifi ed check must be 
made payable to The Honorable 
John B. McCuskey, State Audi-
tor.-$35.00
You may redeem at any time 
before March 31, 2023, by pay-
ing the above total less any 
unearned interest.
Return to:
WV State Auditor’s Offi ce,
County Collections Division, 
1900 Kanawha Blvd East, Build-
ing 1, Room W-114
Charleston, West Virginia, 25305.
Questions please call 1-888-509-
6568 option 2           12-29  1-12b

This Week in West
Virginia History

The following events 
happened on these dates 
in West Virginia history. 
To read more, go to e-WV: 
The West Virginia Ency-
clopedia at www.wvency-
clopedia.org.

Dec. 28, 1879: Brigadier 
General Billy Mitchell was 
born in France. As chief 
of the Army Air Force, 
Mitchell ordered aircraft 
of the 88th Squadron to 
perform reconnaissance 
during the 1921 Miners’ 
March on Logan.

Dec. 29, 1861: Con-
federate soldiers burned 
most of downtown Sut-
ton. The town slowly re-
built but remained small 
until the local timber in-
dustry boomed in the 1890 
to 1920 period.

Dec. 29, 1970: John Den-
ver and two friends com-
pleted the song “Take Me 
Home, Country Roads.” 
Denver performed “Coun-
try Roads” in West Vir-
ginia on several occasions, 
notably for the opening of 
the new Mountaineer Sta-
dium in Morgantown in 
1980.

Dec. 30, 1917: The tem-
perature in Lewisburg 
dropped to 37 degrees 
below zero. It is the cold-
est offi  cial temperature on 
record for the state.

Dec. 31, 2007: Sara 
Jane Moore was released 
from prison after serving 
32 years for trying to kill 
President Ford. Moore 
grew up in Charleston and 
later moved to California, 
where she joined left-wing 
groups and became an FBI 
informant. She spent part 
of her incarceration at the 
Federal Prison Camp in 
Alderson.

Jan. 1, 1859: Michael Jo-
seph Owens was born in 
Point Pleasant. A skilled 
glassblower by age 15, 
Owens went on to mech-
anize the making of in-
dustrial glass products 
and launched a factory in 
Charleston that became 

the world’s largest pro-
ducer of window glass. 

Jan. 1, 1888: In one of 
the most violent episodes 
of the Hatfi eld-McCoy 
Feud, Jim Vance, uncle to 
“Devil Anse” Hatfi eld, led 
an arson a� ack on the Mc-
Coy family cabin. Two of 
Randall McCoy’s children 
were killed, and his wife 
was badly beaten.

Jan. 1, 1953: Country 
music legend Hank Wil-
liams was found dead 
in his car in Oak Hill, 
Fayette County. He had 
been scheduled to per-
form in Charleston the 
previous night, but the 
concert was canceled 
due to bad weather.

Jan. 2, 2006: An ex-
plosion at the Sago 
Mine in Upshur County 
killed 12 men. Federal 
investigators pointed 
to a lightning strike as 
the most likely ignition 
source for the blast.

Jan. 3, 1856: Musician 
Lewis Johnson “Uncle 
Jack” McElwain of Web-
ster County was born. He 
was the most respected 
fi ddler in central West Vir-
ginia during his lifetime. 
He took part in many fi d-
dle contests, and no one 
can recall him ever being 
beaten.

Jan. 3, 1921: The 
state capitol building in 
Charleston was destroyed 
by fi re. The so-called Vic-
torian capitol, the second 
one in Charleston, had 
opened in 1887. After the 
fi re, a temporary wood-
frame building, known as 
the “pasteboard capitol,” 
was erected in just 42 days. 
It burned in 1927.

e-WV: The West Virgin-
ia Encyclopedia is a project 
of the West Virginia Hu-
manities Council. For more 
information, contact the 
West Virginia Humanities 
Council, 1310 Kanawha 
Blvd. E., Charleston, WV 
25301; (304) 346-8500; 
or visit e-WV at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.
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The Braxton County 
Jamboree will host a Jam-
boree New Year’s Eve 
Dance on Saturday, De-
cember 31st.

Doors will open at 6:00 
P.M. and the show will 
start at 8:00 P.M. until 
midnight.

BC Jamboree New
Year’s Eve Dance

Admission is $8.00 a 
person and kids eight 
years of age and under 
are free. Concession stand 
will be open. No alcohol 
permi� ed.

For additional informa-
tion please call (304) 364-
5577.

A Photographic Look at...

BCMS Knights’ varsity boys have
outstanding wins in last two games

Photos courtesy
of Janet Six

Gilmer Middle School varsity
girls outscore Lady Knights
By Shirley Shuman

“We couldn’t get 
any offense going,” 
Lady Knights’ coach 
Mark Pritt said of 
Gilmer Middle’s 26-
15 win over his team. 
After remarking that 
Gilmer was a physi-
cal team which played 
strong defensively, the 
Braxton coach added, 
“I didn’t make the 
right adjustments.”

Rylan Criner led the 
Lady Knights’ scoring 
with 9 points. Avah 
Mollohan added 4 and 

Junior varsity Knights had
strong game against Gilmer jv
By Shirley Shuman

The BCMS junior 
varsity boys outscored 
Gilmer 38-24 in their 
lone game last week. The 
young Knights led the 
entire game and were up 
by 15 at halftime.  Coach 
Nick Long stressed that 
his players were strong 
on both offense and 
defense and explained 
some of the improve-
ments he saw from 
them. “Braxton took 
care of the ball by limit-
ing their turnovers com-
pared to previous games 
and by rebounding 
well,” the coach said. He 

pointed out that, against 
Gilmer, the Knights cut 
their turnovers in half 
as compared to the usu-
al 30-plus they had in 
the games they had lost.  
“This group of boys is 
starting to shoot and 
handle the ball more 
consistently.”

Coach Long con-
tinued to discuss the 
team’s work. “Defense 
has been our strong 
point all season. In just 
six games, we are get-
ting comfortable with 
full court awareness and 
limiting turnovers. I am 
excited about this group 

in the future due to their 
outstanding heart, hus-
tle and toughness. We 
are [also] continuing to 
work on all fundamen-
tals,” he said.

With 12 points, 
Zach McQuain led the 
Knights’ scoring. Jack-
son Lewis added 8 
points, Hunter Short 1, 
Josh Anderson 6, Hold-
en Lloyd 7, and Cohen 
McPherson 4. 

Braxton played Buck-
hannon-Upshur’s junior 
varsity Tuesday night. 
Their next game is home 
against Summersville 
Jan.5.

Aubrey Mowery 2. 
A game scheduled 

last week with Cal-

houn was postponed 
because of weather 
conditions.

Landon Hart pushes up for two points for the 
Knights.

Remington Huff man works his way past a Gilmer 
County defender.

Ashton Stewart take a shot for 3 points for the 
Knights.

Braeden Godfrey dribbles the ball back into Knight 
territory.

Brady Toler goes up for two points for the Knights.

The Knights defense works hard to gain control of the ball.
Photos courtesy of Janet Six

Ryan Stalnaker takes the foul shot for the Knights in 
the game against Gilmer County.
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tive wages. Medical, Dental, 
Vison benefits available after 
waiting period. Drug Screen 
required. Call 304-587-2804 
for more details. 11-22 12-15b

FOR SALE: 1.5 bath 3 bed-
room, 2 air conditioners, gas 
heat, wood stove. 898 Sut-
ton Lane Sutton WV, 26601 
(304)765-7116       12-8 12-29p

FOR RENT: 3 bedroom 
rental near Braxton-Nicholas 
County line on Old Rt 19. 
City water, newly remod-
eled. $650 per month, utili-
ties not included, with $650 
security deposit. Must pass 
criminal background check.                
tf

BURNSVILLE TRAILER 
PARK: Trailer lots for rent 
only, NO trailers for rent! 
Background check required. 
Trash & sewer included. 
Absolutely NO pets! Call 
(304)853-9103 today.                tf

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING!  Be-
come a Medical Office Pro-
fessional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready 
to work in months!  Call 
877-635-0244. The Mission, 
Program Information and 
Tuition is located at Ca-

CRITTERS ENTER-
PRISE: Certified Class I & II 
septic intallations, repairs, in-
spections, and maintenance 
provider. We also provide 
dozer, excavator and dump 
truck services. Contact Eddie 
Facemire at 304-364-2257.          
          12-27 p 

HELP WANTED: F/T Gen-
eral Laborer needed. Must 
be 18+ years old. Competi-

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS 
Buy it! Sell it! Find it fast!Buy it! Sell it! Find it fast!

BUSINESS
& SERVICES

HELP WANTED

BRAXTON
CLASSIFIEDS

STATE WIDE

IN BRAXTON

reerTechnical.edu/consum-
er-information.  (M-F 8am-
6pm ET)

LOOKING FOR ASSIST-
ED LIVING, memory care, 
or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies 
the process of finding sen-
ior living at no cost to your 
family. Call 1-888-918-8270  
today!

STROKE AND CARDIO-
VASCULAR DISEASE are 
leading causes of death, 
according to the American 
Heart Association. Screen-
ings can provide peace of 
mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening 
to schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-
3562 
DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 
Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles 
on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide to-
day!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR May 
Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 833-274-
3943

UP TO $15,000.00 OF 
GUARANTEED LIFE IN-
SURANCE! No medical 
exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral 
and other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life Insur-
ance Company- 888-217-
5559 or visit www.Life-
55plus.info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.den-
tal50plus.com/press #6258

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL 
SECURITY DISABILITY or 
Appealing a Denied Claim? 
Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. 
Our case managers simplify 
the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 
1-844-448-0317 FREE Con-
sultation. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N 
St NW, Washington DC. Of-
fice: Broward Co. FL (TX/
NM Bar.)]

LOOKING FOR ASSIST-
ED LIVING, memory care, 
or independent living? A 
Place for Mom simplifies the 
process of finding senior liv-
ing at no cost to your family. 
Call 1-888-918-8270  today!

STROKE AND CARDIO-
VASCULAR DISEASE are 
leading causes of death, ac-
cording to the American 
Heart Association. Screen-
ings can provide peace of 
mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening 
to schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-
3562 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 
Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles 
on the stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide to-
day!  1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR May 
Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting bat-
tery of Inogen One. Free in-
formation kit! Call 833-274-
3943

UP TO $15,000.00 OF 
GUARANTEED LIFE IN-
SURANCE! No medical 
exam or health questions. 
Cash to help pay funeral and 
other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 888-217-5559 or 
visit www.Life55plus.info/
wv

DENTAL INSURANCE 

from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insurance 
- NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Informa-
tion Kit with all the details! 
1-855-405-3412 www.den-
tal50plus.com/press #6258

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL 
SECURITY DISABILITY or 
Appealing a Denied Claim? 
Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. 
Our case managers simplify 
the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 
1-844-448-0317 FREE Con-
sultation. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N 
St NW, Washington DC. Of-
fice: Broward Co. FL (TX/
NM Bar.)]

AT&T INTERNET. Start-
ing at $40/month w/12-mo 
agmt. Includes 1 TB of data 
per month. Get More For 
Your High-Speed Internet 
Thing. Ask us how to bun-
dle and SAVE! Geo & svc 
restrictions apply. Call us 
today 1-844-358-7158.

4G LTE HOME INTERNET 
Now Available!  Get GotW3 
with lightning fast speeds 
plus take your service with 
you when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 833-586-
1598

DIRECTV STREAM - The 
Best of Live & On-De-
mand On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE Package, 
$84.99/mo for 12 months. 
Stream on 20 devices in 
your home at once. HBO 
Max included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or high-
er.) No annual contract, no 
hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
656-0296

DISH NETWORK. $64.99 
for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice Re-
mote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH 
SPEED  INTERNET. As 
Low As $49.95/month (for 
the first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE 
INTERNET - 25mbps start-
ing at $49.99/mo! Get More 
Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in!  FREE Stand-
ard Installation for lease 
customers! Limited Time, 
Call 1-877-567-2866

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available.  
Call: 844-601-2044

All Classifi eds
are due by
4:00 P.M

ever Thursday!
Classifi eds: 

$5.00 FIRST 25 
words, .20 per 
word after. Add 
$1.00 for border. 

Classifi ed
Display: $6.75 

per column in.
Business & 

Professional: 1 
square $7.00

per week,
2 squares

$14 per week.

Call: (304)765-5193 
Fax: (304)765-2754

Email:
editor@bcn-news.com
  Mail in or drop off: 
501 Main St. Sutton,

WV 26601



8—  The Braxton Democrat-Central, Thursday, December 29, 2022

Last column of 2022. 
Almost six months since 
the fi rst installment of 
this column. How time 
fl ies. I wish for you all 
that God grant you ev-
erything you need to live 
a happy life, and to add 
to someone’s happiness. 
If you have something 
to say to someone, say it 
now; if you have some-
thing you want to do, do 
it now. Life can change 

Getting lost, GPS, Maps, and
Crater Lake National Park

from one minute to the 
next. Love each other, 
take care of one another. 
Peace and Love.

About the confusing 
title. I began using a GPS 
unit when I bought my 
2012 BMW K1600 GTL. 
I didn’t want it. I fi nally 
decided to get it because 
there was a hole in the 
dashboard for it and I was 
given a half-off  price on 
the unit, which retailed 

for $800! I eventually got 
used to it after riding 
thousands of miles, a lot 
of which I never looked at 
the unit. The GPS took me 
on some wild rides, way 
out of the way from my 
destination, sometimes 
would take me around 
four or fi ve blocks just 
to end up exactly where 
I was before. This taught 
me to plan my routes on 
a map, in addition to the 
GPS unit. The map, as 
you can see in the picture, 
sits below the handlebars, 
neatly folded into the 
transparent pocket of the 
tank bag. Ge� ing lost on a 
motorcycle means having 
to stop traveling to check 
the maps, something 
which I avoid like the 
plague because once I get 
on the bike, I go, and un-
less I fi nd a dis-a� raction, 
the bike stops at the next 
gas stop, usually about 
175 miles later. I map my 
next day’s route every 
night when I stop to eat 
and sleep. Always sub-
ject to change, however, I 
plan where I’m stopping 
for the night. Doing this 
also saves money. Stop-
ping at the fi rst hotel or 

motel you see could cost 
you extra bucks, and you 
may not fi nd a place for 
many, many miles. Hang 
in there, the story will 
twist into a good ending.

In 2014, still on my 
2012 Beemer, I set out to 
ride from Su� on, and stop 
at the NMM in Anamosa, 
IA, visit friends in Gunni-
son, CO and Tempe, AZ, 
relatives in Martinez, CA, 
and more friends near Ya-
kima, WA. Medium-size 
trip for me, about 7,000 
miles. All went wonder-
fully well until I left Mar-
tinez and headed North 
on I-5 towards Washing-
ton. I was supposed to 
turn off  on SR 97 just past 
Mt. Shasta in northern 
California, pre� y close to 
the border of Oregon, and 
cut diagonally through 
Oregon into Washington. 
However, I came across 
signs announcing the ap-
proach to the town of 
Weed! Not just Weed, 
but South Weed, Cen-
tral Weed, North Weed, 
all kinds of Weed signs, 
which I thought pictures 
of this would delight 
some folks back home. 
And take pictures I did, 
except that I went right 
past the last Weed exit, 
SR 97, where I was sup-
posed to turn off . Thirty-
something miles later, I 
realized I was not follow-
ing my carefully mapped 
route and went out the 
fi rst exit I could fi nd. At 
a gas station there, I met 
a group of Harley riders 
and shared my story, to 
which they laughed, and 
proceeded to tell me that 
it was the best thing that 
could have happened to 
me. Why? Asked I. I was 
told that if I followed I-5 
North and head East on 
SR 62, I could go around 
Crater Lake National 

Park and get myself back 
on SR 97 North. 

The visit to Crater 
Lake added four hours to 
my trip, however, it was 
worth every minute. Cra-
ter Lake National Park is 
a magnifi cent and magi-
cal place to see and feel. 
Crater Lake is the deepest 
lake in the United States 
and seventh deepest lake 
in the world. The lake is 
1,943 feet deep and lies 
in a volcanic basin creat-
ed when the 12,000-foot-
high Mount Manzana 
collapsed after an erup-
tion over 7,000 years ago. 
Crater Lake is also one of 
the clearest lakes in the 
world because it is fi lled 
mostly by snowfall. The 
park has 183,224 acres of 
magnifi cent mountains, 
peaks, and evergreen for-
ests surrounding the lake. 
The wide range of eleva-

At the entrance to magical Crater Lake National Park.

tions in the park is home 
to a diverse collection 
of wildlife and intense 
scenery. Crater Lake Na-
tional Park was on my list 
of places to visit on my 
way back from Alaska in 
2017, however, as well as 
Yosemite National Park, 
all accesses to the parks 
were closed due to the 
large number of fi res 
in the regions. Even if I 
had been able to get in, I 
couldn’t see the lake be-
cause of the smoke. This 
was a depressive blow for 
me, having built myself 
up for the visit for years.

Bo� om line, visit the 
park at one point in 
space, and if you get lost, 
I hope you fi nd another 
beautiful or interesting 
place not on your sched-
ule.

Ride safely and intel-
ligently. Peace.

Always have a map backup of your journey.

An a� empt to capture the magnifi cence of Crater Lake.

One the infamous Weed signs. Check out the fool 
taking pictures of the exit he bypassed on the rear-
view mirror.

By Verena Sava
Christmas with its 

traditional culinary  de-
lights like ham, turkey 
and all the trimmings 
is behind us, now we 
have to think of how 
to give the same regard 
to the New Year’s  gas-
tronomical observance. 
One thing we should ab-
solutely avoid on New 
Year’s menu is chicken 
of any sort. I gained 
this knowledge from 
our neighbor and friend 
Sue. Eating any kind of 
poultry on this day is a 
bad omen for the whole 
year. It implies that 
you have to scratch and 
scratch every inch of 
your existence to try to 
make a living or maybe 
just to survive. Worse 
yet, you might scratch, 
but in the wrong direc-
tion, backwards. Re-
member if things go 

south the next 365 days, 
it is because you served 
chicken on January first!

Nobody ever gave me 
such important warn-
ings, but somehow the 
Swiss must have known 
about it from their fore-
fathers. We had mutton 
(ragout) with Saffron, 
served with mashed po-
tatoes, then pastetli, a 
cup-like pastry, filled 
with meat and gravy, 
followed by sauerkraut 
with salt pork and a 
few tablespoons of just 
plain potatoes. If you 
say that any dessert was 
out of the question, you 
are wrong. There was 
either a cake with three 
layers of buttercream 
and beautifully deco-
rated or rose shaped 
meringue with a wal-
lop of whipped cream 
on top. Indulging in a 
meal like that we knew 

that nobody could in-
sult any food deity and 
if our year did not turn 
out perfectly, we only 
had to blame ourselves.

I will talk about a few 
food items that are per-
fectly safe for our health 
and for pleasing the 
food sovereignty. We 
still have plenty of these 
items available to us.

Let’s start with leeks. 
They can be used in any 
vegetable soup to en-
hance its flavor. Three or 
four leeks can be sliced 
into quarter inch rings, 
sauteed in some butter, 
then add some water to 
cook them for a half an 
hour. This will end up 
in a leek delicacy. Once 
they are cooked, mix 1 
tbs of flour with a tiny 
bit of cold milk, add to 
the leeks and boil them 
till the flour thickens. 
Now add some heavy 
cream  ( at least a cup) 
and a generous helping 
of Gruyere or some oth-
er cheese you like. 

One can enjoy this 
dish as is, or add it on 
top of a toast , focaccia 
or put it in a wrap.

We have two friends, 
Martha and Jim, who 
make the most delicious 
leek and potato soup. 
Start like with the recipe 
I just mentioned, then 
add about four potatoes, 

cut in pieces, skip the 
flour, cook the whole 
thing for about one 
hour, then use a potato 
masher to turn the po-
tatoes into a light mush. 
Add some butter, heavy 
cream ( at least a cup) 
and some parsley for 
decoration . While one 
sips the soup, heaven 
can’t be far away.

A root vegetable that 
is not well known, but 
offers excellent flavors 
is celeriac. It looks like 
celery, forms the same 
leaves, but in a darker 
green and it makes a 
root, sticking halfway 
above ground. Once 
picked and its root sys-
tem cut off, we have a 
rough skinned, whitish 
globe in our hands. Af-
ter washing and brush-
ing off the dirt, one has 
to peel off its skin with 
a vegetable peeler. The 
inner flesh exposed is 
creamy-white. It can 
be cut in pieces to add 
to soups like other root 
crops, but we also like 
it raw. I run the pieces 
through a slicer in the 
food processor, but of 
course it can be done by 
hand. Add a little lemon 
juice to prevent the cele-
riac from turning brown. 
This process of turning 
color has to do with the 
oxidation of Vit. C. As a 

On the Other Side of the Mountain
dressing I add some yo-
gurt, heavy cream and a 
little bit of olive oil. To 
give it an extra appeal, I 
mix in some dried cran-
berries. It is best when 
prepared a day or more 
before we serve it.

Another root veg-
etable is parsnips,long 
elongated, white roots. 
After washing and peel-
ing them, I cook them 
like potatoes, then make 
mashed parsnips out of 
them, adding butter and 
a pinch of nutmeg. They 
also add taste to soups.

All root vegetables 
can be roasted each 
one by itself, but I pre-
fer a medley of them: 
carrots, celeriac, pars-
nips, rutabagas, sweet 
potatoes, maybe even 
adding some chunks of 
butternut squash with 
the whole thing. Roast 
them on a cookie sheet, 
sprinkled with about 
3 tablespoons of oil, at 
400 degrees for about 35 
minutes or till they are 
crisp.

We use spaghetti 
squash like the pasta 
it is named after. I half 
the squash, remove the 
seeds for the chickens, 
then cook them in  a 
pressure cooker. Times 
vary according to the 
size of the squash. We 
love it with a tomato 

Winter Veggies we use today.

sauce, with plenty of 
basil and cheese gener-
ously sprinkled on top. 
Sometimes I fix them 
with meatballs, some-
times we just eat them 
the way they are , tossed 
in a pan with butter.

Of course there are 
many uses for pumpkin 
and butternut squash. 
When we choose to 
make soup, I always 
add some curry to it and 
some heavy cream.

Of course I never 
mentioned salt or pep-
per, but add them to 
your liking. You might 
find my “recipes” (sug-
gestions) fairly vague, 
but this is how I cook. 
When it comes to pre-
cision cooking like for 
baked goods, Greg will 
take over to assure a 
successful outcome.

Of course what we 
cook on New Year’s day 
has nothing to do with 
our destiny in the com-
ing year. True compas-
sion, tolerance towards 
each other, friendship 
and love  determine our 
well being for the days 
after New Year’s. We 
were lucky to experience 
plenty of it the past few 
months. In the spirit of 
empathy, consideration 
and kindness, Greg and 
I wish you a happy New 
Year.
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