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Students and families 
were provided a warm 
welcome back to school 
at Little Birch Elemen-
tary. Time was provided 
to meet teachers, locate 
lockers, scan the new 
PBIS store. Students 
were also able to receive 
a new haircut and school 
supplies before enjoying 
food and fun in the gym. 

Parents and guard-
ians were provided 
training for online plat-
forms and received im-
portant updates for the 
new school year. Prin-
cipal Grace Wine would 
like to thank Commu-
nity in Schools Coordi-
nator Penny Carr for her 
planning and organiza-
tional efforts, as well as 
Erica Samples from The 
Works, Heather Mack 
from Crown & Glory, 
and Amy Morrow from 
Amy’s House of Hair 
who shared their time 
and talents to help stu-
dents look and feel their 
best as they return to 
school. 

Little Birch Elemen-
tary would also like to 
thank State Farm, True 
Vine, the Southern Bap-
tist Church, and our vol-
unteers who made this 
event possible.  

Li� le Birch Elementary 
Holds Open House

It is not of-
ten that some-
one voluntarily 
confesses to a 
crime; but that 
is exactly want 
happened ear-
lier this month 
when Billy Clif-
ford Lacy, 35, of Rosedale 
contacted Senior Trooper 
J.R. Garre�  of the Su� on 
Detachment of the West 
Virginia State Police.  

Lacy told Trooper 
Garre�  that he wanted 
to “turn himself in for 
commi� ing a crime.” Ac-
cording to the criminal 

Rosedale Man Confesses
complaint, Lacy 
explained to 
the trooper that 
he had sent a 
photograph of 
is genitalia to a 
juvenile female. 
He also con-
fessed that he 

had kissed and fondled 
the teenager. Lacy further 
confessed that he had so-
licited photographs from 
the victim.

Upon completion of 
his investigation, Trooper 
Garre�  charged Lacy with 
sexual assault in the third 
degree, Sexual abuse by a 

parent, guardian, custodi-
an, or person in a position 
of trust, and distribution 
and display to minor of 
obscene material. If con-
victed Lacy faces over 20 
years in prison and fi nes 
of up to $35,000.

Billy Lacy was ar-
raigned before Braxton 
County Magistrate David 
R. Singleton where we was 
placed on a $50,000 bond. 
Lacy was remanded to the 
Central Regional Jail in 
lieu of that bond, where 
he remains at press-time 
awaiting further court ap-
pearances. 

Staff , students and parents enjoyed a host of fun activites.

Amy Morrow of Amy’s House of Hair gets a student 
ready to take-on the new school year.

Deputy A.L. 
Groves of the 
Braxton County 
Sheriff ’s De-
partment has 
charged a Gas-
saway man with 
providing an il-
legal drug to a 
65-year-old female who 
had to be hospitalized 
due to the overdose. On 
Thursday August 18 Dep-
uty groves responded to 
call of a possible overdose 
on Taylor Knob Road. 
Upon arrival the offi  ce 
encountered a 33-year-
old male subject exiting 
the bathroom of the resi-
dence with a piece of tin 

Gassaway Man Charged
With Providing Fentanyl

foil in his hand, 
the female vic-
tim and fi rst re-
sponders.

D e p u t y 
Groves notices 
a white pow-
dery substance 
on the foil and 

ask the man what it was. 
That man, identifi ed as 
David Joshua Williams of 
Nicholas Run Road, Gas-
saway, told the offi  cer it 
was fentanyl. Williams 
later confessed that the 
woman had requested the 
drug and that he had pro-
vided it. 

Williams was charged 
with delivery of a con-

trolled substance. If con-
victed, he faces 3 to 15 
years in prison and up to 
a $50,000 fi ne.  Williams 
was arraigned before 
Magistrate Marva Crouch 
who is fi lling in for Brax-
ton County Magistrate 
Beth Smith. His bond was 
set at $50,000.

Williams remains in 
the Central Regional Jail 
in lieu of that bond, pend-
ing additional court ap-
pearances.

The 65-year-old female 
was transported to Brax-
ton County Memorial 
Hospital for treatment. 
No additional informa-
tion has been released. 

Magistrate Beth Smith
August 16:  Jacob 

Keeling of Left Hand, 
battery x2, warrant is-
sued, bond set at $2500 
personal recognizance; 
Aranda Keeling of Left 
Hand, battery x2, war-
rant issued, bond set at 
$2500 personal recogni-
zance.

August 17:  James 
E. Case of Cowen, no 
proof of insurance, no 
contest plea, fine/court 
costs assessed; Lora 
Mae Jarvis of Left Hand, 
battery x2, warrant is-
sued, bond set at $1500 
personal recognizance; 
Bobby Lee Greenlief of 
Frametown, no seat-
belt, no contest plea, 
fine assessed and paid; 
David P. Ruble of 
Mineral Wells, failure 
to maintain control, 
no contest plea, fine/
court costs assessed; 
Johnny Bennett Mar-
tin of Ivydale, grand 
larceny, dismissed, 
conspiracy, dismissed, 
state does not wish to 
pursue charges; Megan 
Arthella Duffield of 
Ivydale, possession of 
controlled substance, 
dismissed, defendant is 
currently in rehab per 
court order.

August 19:  Steven 
Harold Evans of Sutton, 
driving suspended-3rd 
offense, false informa-

tion to trooper x2, war-
rantless arrest, bond 
set at $2500 personal 
recognizance; Joseph 
Bradley Thayer of Roa-
noke, domestic battery, 
dismissed, obstruct-
ing an officer x2, dis-
missed, possession of 
controlled substance, 
dismissed, prohibited 
person in possession of 
a firearm, dismissed, 
victim refused to coop-
erate with state; Ashley 
Lynn Simmons of Gas-
saway, shoplifting, dis-
missed, defendant paid 
for items; David Joshua 
Williams of Gassaway, 
delivery of controlled 
substance, warrant-
less arrest, bond set at 
$50,000 cash only.

Magistrate 
David Singleton

August 16:  Mindy 
Marie Anderson of Fra-
metown, no seatbelt, 
no contest plea, fine as-
sessed and paid; Emilee 
Ann Putman of Duck, 
driving suspended, 
no contest plea, fine/
court costs assessed; 
Sai S. Katragadda of 
Cary, NC, speeding, no 
contest plea, expired 
registration, dismissed 
proof provided, fine/
court costs assessed.

August 18:  Zach-
ary D. Fonner of Brid-
geville, PA, speeding, 
no contest plea, fine/
court costs assessed 
and paid.

August 19:  Eric 
George Patrick of Fra-
metown, defective 
equipment, no contest 
plea, fine/court costs 
assessed; Mac Bailes of 
Sutton, improper dis-
posal of solid waste, 
not guilty plea.

August 20:  Billy 
Clifford Lacy of Rose-
dale, sexual assault-3rd 
degree, sexual abuse 
by parent, guardian, or 
person of trust, distri-
bution and display of 

obscene matter, war-
rant issued, bond set at 
$50,000 cash or surety; 
Cary Ethan Coffman of 
Sutton, possession of 
controlled substance, 
obstructing an offi-
cer, warrantless arrest, 
bond set at $1500 cash 
or surety; Christopher 
Wayne Hoffman of 
Napier, possession of 
controlled substance 
x6, dismissed, another 
individual admitted to 
committing the crimes 
defendant was charged 
with.

August 22:  Sarah 
Beth Balcourt of Sutton, 
driving revoked for 
DUI-3rd offense, bring-
ing contraband into 
jail, warrantless arrest, 
bond set at $15,000 cash 
only; Jakob D. Harman 
of Elkins, speeding, no 
contest plea, fine/court 
costs assessed and 
paid; Keisha Loraine 
Thomas of Reedsville, 
possession of meth, 
guilty plea, shoplift-
ing, dismissed per plea, 
credit for time served 
of 41 days, fine/court 
costs assessed.

August 23:  Casey 
Sabrina Wilson of Glen-
ville, possession of 
meth, no operators, no 
insurance, warrantless 
arrest, bond set at $3000 
cash or surety; James 
Jordan of Ireland, no 
seatbelt, guilty plea, 
fine assessed; Amber 
N. Dyer of Sutton, driv-
ing revoked for DUI-
3rd offense, prelimi-
nary hearing waived, 
transferred to circuit 
court; Tyler Bruce Belt 
of Dille, destruction of 
property, dismissed; 
Keith Edwards Mead-
ows of Rosedale, flee-
ing from officer x3, dis-
missed.

Braxton Magistrate Report

Plan Recommendations of Economic
Opportunities of the Elk River Water
and Rails for Trails for the Town of Su� on
By Fernando Rodriguez

The Braxton County 
Development Authority, 
the Elk River Trail Foun-
dation, and members of 
the WV Rails-To-Trails 
Council, sponsored a well 
a� ended meeting held at 
the Su� on Fire Depart-
ment Annex on Tuesday 
August 23, 2022. The pur-
pose of the meeting was to 
present and gather feed-
back on a plan of recom-
mendations for the Town 
of Su� on to benefi t from 
the tourism which will 
result from the Elk River 
Trail.

The Elk River Rail and 
Water Trail will a� ract 
users to Clendenin, Clay, 
Gassaway and Su� on. 
Currently, the Elk River 
Rail-Trail has 28 miles 
open for use to cyclists, 
hikers, and equestrians, 
with boat and fi shing ac-
cesses along the trail. Fu-
ture plans will extend the 
rail trail to 54 miles.

The plan, developed by 
Downtown Strategies, “an 
environmental and eco-
nomic development con-
sulting fi rm that strength-
ens economies, sustains 
healthy environments, 
and builds resilient com-
munities,” will identify 
business development, 
marketing, enhanced ac-
cess to the trail, and com-
munity improvements 

that will facilitate the 
growth of the economies 
of communities along the 
trail, in this case, specifi -
cally Su� on.

Joey James, Principal 
member of  Downtown 
Strategies and multi-
disciplinary researcher 
specializing in sustain-
able economic develop-
ment, and Brennan Wil-
liams, Community and 
Economic Development 
Planner for Downtown 
Strategies, previewed the 
plan as it was projected 
on a screen for all to see. 
The goal of the plan is to 
develop strategies to se-
cure revenue from the in-
crease in tourism revenue 
resulting from visitors to 
the proposed increase ac-
cess to the Elk River from 
Su� on, as well as recom-
mendations for new busi-
nesses in the area and im-
provements to the town to 
make it more a� ractive to 
visitors.

Terrel Ellis, President 
of Terrell Ellis & Associ-
ates, Executive Director of 
Advantage Valley, West 
Virginia, Program Manag-
er for the Braxton County 
Development Authority, 
and so many other hats, is 
the hard-working orches-
trator and link between 
all the organizations in-
volved in this project. Ter-
rell presented information 

on the Fostering Advan-
tages for Start Ups & En-
trepreneurial Resurgence 
in WV (FASTER WV), an 
organization which pro-
vides small business own-
ers access to markets, fi -
nancing, and education.

As soon as the plan is 
completed, it will be avail-
able at the BCDA Website 
https: / /www.braxton-
countywv.com/ and the 
Elk River Trail Founda-
tion Website h� ps://elkri-
vertrail.org/

For more information 
visit h� ps://elkrivertrail.
org/ h� ps://wvrailtrails.
org/ h� ps://www.brax-
toncountywv.com/ and 
https://wvbusinesslink.
com/2022/07/22/faster-
wv-boosting-entrepre-
neurship-startups-and-
business-expansion/

Suzanne McGowan of Su� on, Su� on Councilwoman 
Beth Atkins, and Lois Cole of Gassaway, listen as Ter-
rell Ellis off ers information and answers questions.

Terrell Ellis, President of Terrell Ellis & Associates, Executive Director of Advan-
tage Valley, and West Virginia, Program Manager for the Braxton County Devel-
opment Authority, holds a copy of the plan of recommendations and opens the 
meeting to the public.
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Legislative Update
By Delegate Brent Boggs

Last week brought 
some rapidly rising water 
and localized fl ooding in 
areas throughout central 
West Virginia.  I traveled 
extensively in Braxton and 
Gilmer Counties last week 
to check on the scope of 
the damage.  While out, 
I encountered multiple 
DOH crews and work-
ing to clear storm debris 
and repair the damage.  I 
appreciate the eff orts of 
our highway maintenance 
workers and likewise ap-
preciate their response in 
ge� ing our roadways open 
after fl ood-related events.  

In recent years, situa-
tions are occurring with 
increasing frequency 
where there has not been 
coordination with DOH 
in placing mis-matched 
and undersized pipes and 
culverts.  It usually works 
properly for a while, but 
eventually the fl ow can 
get restricted; a blockage 
forms; and land, business, 
or residential fl ooding re-
sults.  Coupled with the 
ever-increasing erratic 
weather pa� erns, it’s a 
problem that is costly to 
correct.

One recent local situa-
tion required a special vac-
uum truck to be brought in 
from Pennsylvania to clear 
obstructions from mis-
matched drainage pipes 
impacting Flatwoods El-
ementary and residents 
nearby.  Hopefully, this 
will resolve the situation.  
Meanwhile, I’m recom-
mending to the adminis-
tration and the DOT that 
they consider purchasing 
one or two of these spe-
cialized vehicles for use 
by DOH statewide, when 
needed.  I believe it would 

be a good investment in 
protecting property dam-
age and dangers to resi-
dents and businesses.

It was great to visit 
with my friend and for-
mer House of Delegates 
colleague, U.S. Senator 
Shelly Capito last Tuesday 
morning during a meet-
ing at Mountaineer Food 
Bank.  Her son, Del. Moore 
Capito, currently serves in 
the House with me and it’s 
always great to catch up 
on family.  Moreover, I ap-
preciate her willingness to 
listen and act on concerns 
on the Federal level that 
impact our citizens here in 
central West Virginia. 

 Jean and I spent last 
Thursday on the road in 
Glenville and then over to 
Normantown, Stumptown 
and on to Rosedale before 
heading home.  It was great 
to spend time with Glen-
ville Mayor Dennis Fi� -
patrick and folks down-
town.  Also, we stopped by 
the Gilmer Senior Center 
to spend some time with 
Director Sally Mathess, her 
staff , and many seniors in 
a� endance.  I hope I didn’t 
distract anyone from the 
bingo game as I checked 
on the availability of an ex-
tra hot roll from the kitch-
en.  I’m looking forward to 
heading over to Glenville 
in the next few days to 
spend more time and for a 
GSU on-campus visit.

Congratulations to 
my long-time friend and 
BCHS Class of ’74 gradu-
ate, Kim West, on the re-
cent announcement by 
Glenville State University 
that she will be induct-
ed into the Curtis Elam 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 
October.  This is a well-
deserved honor.  Her out-

standing athletic accom-
plishments at Glenville 
State; her great career as a 
teacher, coach and athletic 
offi  cial have earned the re-
spect and appreciation of 
students, athletes and her 
colleagues throughout the 
region and state.  Congrat-
ulations, Kim!  

Finally, school is al-
ready underway in most 
counties, with a few late-
starting county school sys-
tems beginning this week.  
I’m deeply appreciative of 
our public school teach-
ers and administrators 
for their dedication to the 
students.  I also want to 
thank our school service 
personnel for all they do 
to enhance and enrich the 
lives of our kids.  From 
the bus drivers that start 
and end the school day 
with our kids; the cooks 
that take such good care of 
their nutritional needs; the 
classroom aides that assist 
in educating our kids; the 
custodians that maintain 
our school facilities; the 
school staff  that interact 
with our kids each day.  
Everyone in our schools 
plays a part in creating a 
positive learning environ-
ment.   

Looking back on Jes-
sica and Justin’s school 
days, some of their best 
memories include not only 
teachers, but all the school 
service personnel that took 
such good care of them.  
Going back even further, 
all the teachers and school 
support personnel I had 
many years ago had a pro-
found positive impact on 
my school days.  In short, 
education begins when 
you board the bus in the 
morning and ends when 
you step off .   Then, it’s up 
to parents, grandparents, 
or other family members 
to encourage, assist and 
prepare them for the next 
day.  I’m thankful for hav-
ing a host of positive role 
models growing up, pro-
viding me with valuable 
life lessons.

 Now that the session 
has concluded, please con-
tact me at my home offi  ce 
at: 151 Park Street, Gas-
saway, WV  26624. The 
phone number is 304-364-
8411. For those with Inter-
net access, my legislative 
email address is: Brent.
Boggs@WVHouse.gov

Remember to thank a 
Veteran every day for their 
service and remember 
our troops - at home and 
abroad - and keep them 
and their families in your 
thoughts and prayers. Un-
til next week, take care.

The Sutton High 
School Class of 1967 got 
together for their 55th 
year reunion on July 2, at 
We’re Family Park, Inc. 
A delicious meal was 
prepared and served by 

Sutton High School Class
Of 1967 55th Year Reunion

Country Girls Catering, 
thank you Debbie Ham-
ric and Amy Hamrick.

Classmates present 
were Darrell and Sally 
Hays Browning; She-
lia Hoover  and George 

Calkins; Leland Rhodes; 
Kathleen Coombs; Mar-
sha White and Ralph 
Lloyd; Karen James 
and Smokey Connor; 
Charlotte Stout and Jay 
Chidester; Judy Sim-
mons and David Single-
ton; Evelyn Jean Sim-
mons Wright; Madeline 
Frame Hurst; Jane Dyer; 
Susan Mollohan Lunc-
eford; Glen and Jennifer 
Belknap;; Charles and 
Margaret

Knight; Arden and 
Pam Freeman; George 
and Peg Loyd; Butch Fa-
cemire; Thomas B. Gil-
lespie; Gary Hamrick; 
and Patty Barnes.

Also, present were 
Donna Hyer Coombs, 
Class of 1966 and her 
sister Annie Harris; Kay 
Herndon Bowyer, Class 
of 1968; Lela Mae Posey 
Brady, Class of 1968; 
and Alan Brady. Mad-
eline Frame’s daughter 
and grandchild were 
present also.

Even with all the rain 
showers throughout the 
day an enjoyable time 
was had by all.

SHS Class of 1967
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Velma R. Cowger

Bender Jordan
Velma R. Cowger 

Bender Jordan, 88 of 
H a c k e r 
V a l l e y 
w e n t 
to her 
Heaven-
ly home 
on Tues-
d a y , 
Au g u s t 

16, 2022 following an ex-
tended illness. She was 
born September 3, 1933 
on Lick Run, near Hacker 
Valley, to Ernest and Effi  e 
Hamrick Cowger.

She was Treasurer of 
the Hacker Valley Senior 
Citizens and a faithful 
member of the Hacker 
Valley Baptist Church 
where she had taught Sun-
day School, Vacation Bible 
School, and was Church 
Treasurer. She knew God 
and made sure her chil-
dren and grandchildren 
knew him as well. Velma 
was an excellent cook and 
grew one of the largest 
gardens around, canning 
everything she could. 
She was fun and fun lov-
ing; telling jokes, playing 
in the rain, and enjoying 
her family spending time 
with her and with each 
other at her home.  

She is survived by four 
sons: Edward (Brenda) 
Bender of Chesterfi eld, 
VA, Ernie Bender of 
North Chesterfi eld, VA, 
Marvin (Rebecca) Bender 
and Andrew (Heather) 
Bender both of Hacker 
Valley; six daughters: 
Linda (Dewayne) Mayle 
of Clarksburg, Gere� a 
(Wallace) Pugh of Hack-
er Valley, Connie (Tom) 
Clark of Charleston, Re-
nita (Bobby) Crowe of 
South Chesterfi eld, VA, 
Joan (Frankie) Williams 
of Hacker Valley, and 
Desta (Dalton) Harvey of 
Frederick, MD; daugh-
ters-in-law: Alice Bender 
of Hobbs, NM and Be� y 
Bender of Belington; two 
step-sons: Rodney (Terri) 
Jordan of Lewisburg and 
Randall (Vickie) Jordan 
of Hacker Valley; one 
brother, Emery Cowger of 
Nu� er Fort; three sisters: 
Vauna Cogar of North 
Canton, OH, Vada Barne�  
of Mogadore, OH and An-
etha Woods of Buckhan-
non; 38 grandchildren; 
42 great-grandchildren; 
nine great-great-grand-
children; her special li� le 
friend Coco; and several 
nieces, nephews, and ex-
tended family and friends 
to mourn her passing.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was preceded 
in death by her fi rst hus-
band, Jearl Curt Bender; 
second husband, Edward 
Jink Jordan; sons, Her-
bert Bender and Ervin 
David Bender; daughter, 
Mary Mills; son-in-law 
Jeff  Mills; two grandsons, 
TJ Clark and Landon Levi 
Garre� , III.

The family would like 
to thank WV Hospice 
of Buckhannon for their 
special care during the 
last ten months as well as 
our sister-in-law, Heath-
er Bender, who was her 
caregiver for the last few 
years.

Friends joined the fam-
ily for visitation on Friday, 
August 19, 2022 from 6:00 
to 8:00 PM and on Satur-
day, August 20, 2022 from 
11:00 to 1:00 at Hacker 
Valley Baptist Church. Fu-
neral Services to celebrate 
Velma’s life were  held at 
1:00 PM on Saturday at 
the Church with Pastor 
John Elbert and Pastor Ed 
Groves offi  ciating. Inter-
ment followed in Cutlip 
Cemetery, Hacker Valley.

For the safety of every-
one, the family requests 
facial coverings be worn 
during all services.

Online condolences 
may be made to the fam-
ily at www.doddreed� .

com.
Dodd & Reed Funeral 

Home is honored to be 
serving Velma’s family.

Garland D. Hall
Garland D. Hall, 85 of 

Hugheston, formerly of 
F r e n c h 
C r e e k , 
p a s s e d 
away on 
M o n -
day, Au-
gust 15, 
2022 at 
Sanctu-

ary of the Ohio Valley.
He was born January 

20, 1937 in Remov-
al to the late Okey 
F. and Nora Ware 
Hall and was a 

United States Army Vet-
eran.

Garland enjoyed gar-
dening, woodworking, 
and owned and operated 
Jerry Run Grocery for 12 
years, a job he thoroughly 
enjoyed.

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in 
death by his wife Veda 
Ireda Brown Hall; son 
Garland D. Hall, Jr.; 
brother Gordon R. Hall; 
and sisters Lors Hall and 
Dorothy Isenhart.

Garland is survived 
by his sons Theron Rog-
er Hall and John Glenn 
(Shawna) Hall; grandchil-
dren Cody Hall, Harlan 
Hall, and Clarice Hall; 
and several nieces, neph-
ews, and extended family 
and friends to mourn his 
passing.

Friends may join the 
family for visitation on 
Sunday, August 21, 2022 
from 5:00 to 8:00 PM at 
Dodd & Reed Funeral 
Home. Funeral Services 
to celebrate Garland’s life 
will be held at 6:00 PM at 
the Funeral Home with 
Pastor Chris Cosner offi  ci-
ating. Military Honors to 
follow. 

Online condolences 
may be made to the family 
at www.doddreed� .com.

Dodd & Reed Funeral 
Home is honored to be 
serving the Hall family.

Doris Hope White
Doris Hope White, of 

Webster Springs, WV, 
went to 
be with 
our Lord 
and Sav-
ior Jesus 
C h r i s t 
on Mon-
d a y , 
Au g u s t 

15th, 2022 due to a short 
illness. 

She worked at Webster 
County Memorial Hos-
pital under Dr. Paul Ben-
ne�  and Dr. Robert Mace 
for 30+ years until she 
decided to retire. She was 
also a long time member 
of the Webster County 
Woodchopping Festival 
Commi� ee and a member 
of the First Baptist Church 
of Webster Springs where 
she absolutely loved sing-
ing in the choir. She en-
joyed watching any and 
all sports, especially her 
Webster County High-
landers and West Virginia 
Mountaineers.

Doris was preceded 
in death by her husband 
Hale (Bud) White; parents 
Paul and Phyllis Hull; and 
brother Frank Hull, all of 
Webster Springs. 

She is survived by her 
daughters Kathy (Jack) 
Tonkin and daughter 
Kelli (Charles) Cochran of 
Webster Springs; son Jef-
frey (Jodie) White of Leb-
anon, Tennessee; brothers 
Tom Hull of San Diego, 
CA and Bill (Anna) of St. 
Albans; step-son Larry 
(Marilena) Tracy of AZ; 
seven grandchildren; nine 
great grandchildren; two 
step-grandchildren; four 
step-great-grandchildren; 
along with many nieces 
and nephews. 

Per her last wishes, cre-

mation has taken place 
and a graveside service 
will be held at a later date.

In lieu of fl owers, Do-
ris and her family request 
that donations be made to 
the First Baptist Church of 
Webster Springs or to the 
Webster County Wood-
chopping Festival.

Online condolences 
may be made to the family 
at www.doddreed� .com.

Dodd & Reed Funeral 
Home is honored to be 
serving Doris’ family.

Dana L. Stalnaker
Dana L. Stalnaker, 91, 

of Talco�  gained his heav-
enly re-
w a r d ; 
his faith 
is now 
s i g h t ; 
on Sun-
day Au-
gust 7, 
2022 at 

CAMC General Hospital 
following a short illness.

Born August 1, 
1931 at Braxton 
County, WV he 
was the son of 

the late Samuel 
and Lula Underwood 
Stalnaker.  He served his 
country during the Ko-
rean War as a Corporal 
with the First and Third 
Armored Divisions.  
Worked as an orderly for 
the Weston and Hinton 
Hospitals, former insur-
ance salesman and factory 
worker.  A former charter 
member of the Greenbrier 
Valley Rural Fire Dept.  
After his graduation from 
Seminary in Kentucky he 
served as Pastor for Steer 
Run Baptist Church until 
1966 when he was called 
to be the pastor of the Rol-
lynsburg Baptist where 
he served until the Lord 
called him home.  Preach-
er Stalnaker enjoyed gos-
pel music, singing in the 
quartet at church func-
tions, watching westerns, 
reading Louis L’Amour 
books and spending time 
with his family, church 
family, friends but espe-
cially his grandchildren.  
He was the last surviving 
member of his immediate 
family.

Besides his parents he 
was preceded in death 
by his wife Eleanor Stal-
naker; great grandson, 
Aiden Jackson; siblings, 
Marvis Rollyson, Virl Stal-
naker, Virlin Stalnaker, 
Kelsie Stalnaker, Irene Jar-
vis, Opal Jarvis and Thurl 
Stalnaker.

Those left to cherish 
his memory include two 
sons, Mark S. Stalnaker 
of Newport News, VA 
and Ma� hew A. Stalnaker 
and wife Jamie of Hinton; 
grandchildren, Rachel, 
Stephen, Emily, Rebecca, 
Daniel, Luke, Brooke, and 
Bruce Jr.; great grandchil-
dren, Avah, Mila and Al-
exander.

Funeral services were 
held 12:00 pm Thursday 
August 11, 2022 at the Rol-
lynsburg Baptist Church 
with Pastors Don Bean 
and Joe Collins offi  ciat-
ing.  Burial followed in the 
Talco�  Cemetery.  Friends 
may call from 6-8 pm 
Wednesday August 10, 
2022 at the Rollynsburg 
Baptist Church at Talco� . 
Family will served as pall-
bearers.

Neil Thomas
McPherson

Neil Thomas McPher-
son, 35, of Orlando, WV; 

( O i l 
C r e e k 
C o m -
munity) 
depart -
ed this 
life sud-
d e n l y 
on Tues-

day, August 9, 2022 at his 
home on McCauley Run 
Road. 

He was born February 
25, 1987 in Weston, WV; 
son of Jerry McPherson of 
Orlando, WV; and Kathy 
Venable Cummings and 
husband George of Luray, 

VA. 
Neil is a graduate of 

Luray High School in Lu-
ray, VA; and received a 
Bachelor of Science degree 
in Business Management 
from Virginia Tech Uni-
versity. He was previously 
employed as the Director 
of the Senior Employment 
program at Central West 
Virginia Aging.  

Neil was an animal 
lover and leaves behind 2 
beloved dogs, Sweetie and 
Peanut. He loved basket-
ball and Virginia Tech and 
West Virginia University 
sports. As an adult, Neil 
returned to West Virginia 
where he enjoyed cook-
ing, gardening, and can-
ning. He enjoyed a wide 
array of music from Cast-
ing Crowns to Dave Mat-
thews, and was a Chris-
tian by faith. 

Neil’s passion in life 
was helping others and 
he was always thinking of 
ways to give back. He was 
open about his own strug-
gles and helped many 
by always having a kind 
heart and listening ear. 
When you think of Neil, 
celebrate the good memo-
ries you have of him and 
remember that life is short 
and fragile. 

Along with his parents, 
Neil is survived by sis-
ters, Lindsay Raeburn and 
husband Bre�  and Marisa 
Cummings, niece, Lennon 
Cummings, nephew, Por-
ter Raeburn, and grand-
mothers, Louise Ful�  and 
Mary Lee McPherson. 

Also surviving is a host 
of aunts, uncles, cousins, 
and many other wonder-
ful family and friends. 

Neil is preceded in 
death by his grandfa-
thers, Franklin Venable 
and Thomas A. “Tom” 
McPherson. 

A funeral service was 
conducted at the Ellyson 
Mortuary, Inc., 2 Vanhorn 
Drive, Glenville, WV; 
26351 at 1:00 PM; Wednes-
day, August 17, 2022 with 
Pastor Tony Conrad offi  -
ciating. Burial followed in 
the McPherson Cemetery 
near Burnsville. Friends 
were received from 11:00 
– 1:00 Wednesday at the 
mortuary in Glenville. 

In lieu of fl owers the 
family request memorial 
contributions be made to 
the Tom McPherson Ath-
letic Scholarship Fund at 
Glenville State University 
or simply check in with 
a friend regarding their 
mental health. 

Ellyson Mortuary, Inc., 
is honored to assist the 
family of Neil Thomas 
McPherson with arrange-
ments. 

Melissa J. (Hamrick)
Williams “Missy”

Melissa J. (Hamrick) 
Williams “Missy”, 45, of 

B u c k -
hannon, 
w e n t 
home to 
be with 
the Lord 
on Fri-
day, Au-
gust 19, 

2022 at St. Joseph’s Hospi-
tal in Buckhannon. 

Born October 23, 1976 
in Richwood, she was the 
daughter of Rick Cutlip of 
Webster Springs and the 
late Victoria (Hamrick) 
Hanna and her husband, 
John. 

 She was an active mem-
ber of Rebekah Lodge #91 
of Hacker Valley and the 
Northern Webster County 
Improvement Council and 
countless other activities.

Left to cherish her 
memory are her loving 
husband of 20 years, Tra-
vis Williams; sons: Issac 
Hamrick, Carter Williams, 
and Trey Williams; fathers: 
John Hanna and Rick Cut-
lip; brother, Chad Hanna; 
and a host of aunts, uncles, 
cousins, and friends to 
mourn her passing.

Missy was preceded in 
death by her mother Victo-

ria Hanna.
Services to celebrate 

Missy’s life will be held 
1pm, Wednesday, August 
24, 2022 at Dodd & Reed 
Funeral Home, Webster 
Springs, with Pastor Ty 
Farlow offi  ciating.  Friends 
may join the family for vis-
itation two hours prior to 
the funeral service.

Online condolences 
may be sent to the family 
at www.doddreed� .com

Dodd & Reed Funeral 
Home is honored to be 
serving the Williams fam-
ily. 

Linda Carol Eads
Linda Carol Eads, 78, of 

Duck, WV passed away on 
Au g u s t 
18, 2022. 
She was 
born on 
Au g u s t 
14, 1944 
in Sut-
ton, WV 
to par-

ents Bert and Vada Duff -
ield Eads.

Linda was preceded 
in death by her par-
ents; brother: Bud Spen-
cer; sisters: Charlotte 
Agrabrite, Barbara Bos-
tic, Lillian Taylor and 
Sally Butcher.

She was a Baptist by 
faith. Linda enjoyed 
quilting, reading and 
loved spending time 
with her family.

She is survived by her 
children: Daniel Ramsey 
(Becky Westfall), Penny 
Ramsey, Trisha Ramsey 
(Gregg McFarland), Pam 
Lake (Rick), and Donna 
Conrad (Donald); broth-
er: Dennis Eads and 
sister: Violet Hardway; 
12-grandchildren and 
12-great grandchildren.

Linda’s wishes to be 
cremated are being hon-
ored by her family. A 
memorial service will be 
held at a later date.

Stockert Funeral 
Home & Cremation is 
honored to serve the 
family of Linda Carol 
Eads.

Gassaway Church of
Christ New Bible Study

Starting September 
7th, 2022 the Gassaway 
Church of Christ will be-
gin a study of the book 
of Revelation. Tentative 
time will be 7:00 p.m. so 
some who work day shift 
will have time to a� end. 
The class teacher will be 
Charles Brady and we’ll 
look forward to dealing 
with most if not all these 
questions:

1. Who is the author of 
Revelation? 2. To whom 
was the Revelation ad-
dressed? (Who was it 
wri� en to?)

3. Is the language of 
Revelation diff erent than 
much of the rest of the 
Bible, and why? 4. Was it 
(Revelation) also a book 

given by Jesus Christ? 5. 
Why is it important to un-
derstand what the book 
really means? 6. Is it future 
events or mostly what has 
already happened?

We’ll look at the time 
wri� en, the many diff er-
ent events with such be-
ings as diff erent beasts, 
a leopard, a mother with 
child, a woman si� ing on 
a scarlet beast, and some-
thing applied to so many, 
without proof, the number 
666. I hope I’ve appealed 
to your interest and we 
want to share with you 
what can be found there. 
Please come and share 
your thoughts with us and 
know it is not a mystery, 
but instead, a Revelation.

The ladies of St. Thom-
as Church will hold a 
multi-family yard sale at 
624 Kanawha St. in Gas-
saway on September 1st 
and 2nd from 10:00 a.m. 
to 6:00 p.m. and on Sep-
tember 3rd 1 from 10:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Lots of items includ-
ing a bed, roll-top desk, 
TV cabinet, dresser, 

St. Thomas Church
Sale September 3rd

kitchen table and 4 
chairs, other furniture, 
queen-size comforter set, 
weed-eater, grill, kitchen 
supplies, antiques, toys, 
children’s desks, and 
men’s, women’s and chil-
dren’s clothes plus plen-
ty of baby clothes and 
too many other items to 
mention are available for 
sale.
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Dog Tails: Stories from the
Braxton County Animal Shelter

This Week in West Virginia History

Aug. 29, 1952: A 
groundbreaking ceremo-
ny was held in Mercer 
County to mark the begin-
ning of construction of the 
West Virginia Turnpike. 
Initially, most of the turn-
pike was just two lanes 
because offi cials believed 
revenues would be too low 
to fi nance four lanes.

Aug. 30, 1862: Con-
federate raiders under the 
command of General Al-
bert G. Jenkins attacked 
and occupied Buckhan-
non, where they captured 
20 prisoners and 5,000 
stands of small arms.

e-WV: The West Vir-
ginia Encyclopedia is a 
project of the West Vir-
ginia Humanities Council. 
For more information, 
contact the West Virgin-
ia Humanities Council, 
1310 Kanawha Blvd. E., 
Charleston, WV 25301; 
(304) 346-8500; or visit 
e-WV at www.wvencyclo-
pedia.org. 

The following events 
happened on these dates 
in West Virginia his-
tory. To read more, go to 
e-WV: The West Virginia 
Encyclopedia at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.

Aug. 24, 1918: Louis 
Bennett Jr. died of inju-
ries sustained when his 
plane was shot down 
by German anti-aircraft 
fire. Bennett, with 12 
combat kills, was West 
Virginia’s only World 
War I fi ghter ace.

August 25, 1903: 
Soprano Susanne Fisher 
was born in Sutton. 
Fisher was the fi rst West 
Virginian to sing at the 
Metropolitan Opera.

Aug. 25, 1921: Min-
ers began to arrive at 
Blair Mountain near 
the border of Logan and 
Boone counties. Sheriff 
Don Chafin, a hated 
symbol of anti-unionism 
in southern West Virgin-
ia, met them with a com-
bined force of deputies, 
mine guards, civilian 
volunteers, and others. 

Aug. 25, 2000: The 
Robert C. Byrd Green 
Bank Telescope was ded-
icated. It is the world’s 
largest fully steerable 
radio telescope.

Aug. 26, 1863: Union 
and Confederate forces 
collided in what became 
known as the Battle of 
White Sulphur Springs. 
The next morning, with 
ammunition nearly de-
pleted, Union Gen. Wil-
liam Averell decided to 
retreat to his base with-
out accomplishing any 
of his objectives.

Aug .  26 ,  1918 : 
Mathematician Kather-
ine Johnson was born in 
White Sulphur Springs. 
For 33 years, Johnson 
worked for NASA doing 
calculations for manned 
space fl ight, including 
the Apollo 11 moon 
landing. In 2015, she 
received the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom.

Aug. 27, 1902: Mary 
McClain was born Mary 
Smith in Huntington. 
McClain was a blues 
legend who performed 
at Carnegie Hall, the 
White House, the Apollo 
Theatre, and the Cotton 
Club.

Aug. 28, 1900: Har-
rison H. Ferrell Jr. was 
born in Chicago. Known 
as “the Dean” to genera-
tions of students, he was 
professor of German, 
1928–66, at West Vir-
ginia State College (now 
University) and served 
as dean and in other 
capacities from 1930 
until 1970.

The Braxton County 
Sheriff’s Department 
Will increase patrols in 
school zones this Fall.

“Please help us pro-
tect our children by 
slowing down in school 
zones!”

Sheriff Lou DellaMea

BC Sheriff’s 
Department 
2022 School
Zone Notice

The Sutton High 
School Alumni meeting 
scheduled for August 25 
has been rescheduled 
for September 8 at the 

Braxton County Senior 
Center pavilion at 6:00 
pm.

Please bring a lawn 
chair.

Sutton High School
Alumni meeting

Evan Crosby, 2nd grade, Davis Elementary

Braxton County Students Head Back To School

Sisters, Hallei and Maci on there fi rst day back to 
school.

Four year old Finley Dakeman ecstatic to start his fi rst 
day of Preschool at Flatwoods Elementary

 Kyson Dean is four years old and is in Preschool at 
Su� on Elementary.

Ha� ie Jo Shaver started Pre-K this year!

Are you looking to add 
a four legged, tail wagging 
member to your family? 
Rescues from the Braxton 
County Animal Shelter 
are looking for their fi nal 
“Furever” homes and are 
anxious to meet you.

There is a reason we call 
them man’s best friend. We 
can learn so many things 
from a dog’s behavior, 
personality, demeanor, re-
siliency, and most impor-
tantly, the willingness to 
provide their family mem-
bers with unconditional 
love, loyalty, and compan-
ionship down to their very 
last breath. BCAS is open 
Monday through Friday 
from 10-3.

There is no charge to 
surrender a dog, but dona-
tions toward their care are 
appreciated. Adoptions 
are $99.00 for male dogs 
and $119.00 for female 
dogs, and include spay/
neuter, rabies vaccination, 
parvo/distemper vaccina-
tion, kennel cough vacci-
nation, fl ea treatment and 
deworming. No dog will 
leave the shelter unfi xed 
and we are very willing to 
work with reputable 501c3 
rescues.

Please call the shelter 
for vet pricing and ask for 
our adoption/rescue coor-
dinator Megan at (304)765-
2200

Phoenix was found on a 
farm as a stray in a hay fi eld 
and the land owner took 
her home for a week. He 
brought her to us because 

he could not keep her, 
and he paid her adoption 
fee for her future adopter. 
We know that Phoenix is 
friendly with other dogs 
but hasn’t been around 
kids or any other animals 
while he/we have had 
her. She walks well on a 
leash. We’re guessing her 
to be one to two years 
old weighing about forty 
pounds. Phoenix loves all 
the bu�  scratches and at-
tention she can get. She 
gravitates more to people 
than dogs so we call her a 
“people dog”. When she 
gets really happy she gets 
low to the ground with 
her front legs stretched 
out and bounces.

Rascal This sweet boy 
is ten months old. His 
momma is a Great Dane 
and we can’t be sure the 
breed of the father. He 
has lived mainly outdoors 
and was very timid when 
he came to the shelter but  
he is warming up to our 
staff  quickly. This guys 
hasbeen around children 
and is very gentle, do not 
jump up at all. He is  also 
dog social and has been 
around chickens and rab-
bits as well.

This handsome chunk is 
Charley! Notice his cute little 
punk rock Mohawk. He was 
the third dog dumped on 
Tom’s Run Rd. He seems to be 
about as friendly as they come! 
He just lumbers around smil-
ing and panting and asking 
for pets. He seems to get along 
great with other dogs too. He 
walks on a leash and isn’t a big 
barker here either. He’s short-
er in stature but a thick boy, 
around sixty pounds

Chelsea is our second in-
take of the pack of dumped 
dogs on Tom’s Run Rd. She 
is a cute female mixed breed 
around two years old. This girl 
is an all-around excellent dog. 
We checked for a spay scar 
and don’t see one. She will be 
spayed before leaving the shel-
ter though. She is around fifty 
pounds but could use some 
weight put on. She tries to get 
attention with her paws but 
is slowly learning to keep her 
paws on the floor. She’s just a 
lover, and also very dog social, 
walks on a leash. 

BCAS has been given the 
opportunity to provide five 
free dog spay surgery vouch-
ers per month, to low-income 
Braxton County families. (One 
per household) These vouch-
ers may be obtained by com-
pleting a Spay Assistance Ap-
plication, which can be picked 
up and submitted at the ani-
mal shelter during business 
hours. Vouchers will be good 
for 30 days. BCAS reserves the 
right to deny financial assis-
tance for any reason. 

These free spay surger-
ies must be scheduled by the 
voucher recipient at Central 
WV Animal Hospital.
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By: Jeanette Riffle
I was talking to my 

youngest brother, Brent 
Stewart, recently, and 
he said he got his tur-
nip seeds planted and 
he was wishing for rain. 
I wish we could give 
them some of our rain. 
It has rained almost ev-
ery day. Thunder rum-
bled all night long in the 
distance last night and 
woke us up this morn-
ing right over top of the 
house. Lightning flashed 
and the rain picked up. 
Things had settled down 
and cleared off though 
by the time we got ready 
to go to church. The sun 
even came out later. I 
did the Drive In Church 
this morning because 
the elevator is down and 
I can’t climb all those 
steep steps to get up into 
the church. Just tune into 
101.9  FM and hear what 
is going on inside. That 
sure has come in handy. 
We had visitors from 
Ohio today and there 
were other visitors there, 
too.

We saw State Road 
workers out digging 
ditches and cleaning up 

Time To Plant Fall Crops
messes from flood wa-
ters this past week when 
we went to Spencer. We 
saw several trees that 
had uprooted and had 
fallen in the road. Those 
had been cleared out of 
the way. There were a 
lot of them. So much rain 
causes muddy banks and 
trees uproot and fall. One 
day this past week, we  
heard a commotion up 
at the road and we saw a 
State Rd. truck hauling a 
damaged culvert. Hubby 
said they were probably 
taking it somewhere to 
be used for scrap metal. 
Culverts got clogged up 
and some were damaged 
in that recent flood that I 
wrote about.  I saw on FB 
where some areas got al-
most three inches of rain. 
Those that live up on a 
hill don’t have to worry 
about flooding. Water 
drains off but those of 
us down in a valley get 
high water. It’s a good 
thing Hubby didn’t put 
in a garden this year. It 
would have been a lake. 
Some people are telling 
me they had to dig their 
potatoes early because 
some of them were rot-

ting in the ground. They 
have to be put some-
where to dry and then 
put in a potato bin. My 
parents had a big potato 
bin in the cellar and it 
would be clear full and 
heaped up with potatoes 
and some white sweet 
potatoes.  I remember 
the  squirrel suppers 
with mashed potatoes 
and yellow squirrel 
gravy. White sweet po-
tatoes and fodder beans, 
biscuits, squirrel and 
gravy, applesauce made 
from the Early Har-
vest apples, was one of 
my favorite meals.  My 
Stewart grandparents 
had an apple orchard 
and there were enough 
apples to share with us. 
We don’t eat squirrel 
anymore, though. Some-
times the taste changes 
when we get older.

Until next time, enjoy 
the last of the garden. 
Some people gather  in 
the last of the crops and 
grind them up into chow 
chow, a pickled relish 
recipe that is good with 
brown beans, fried po-
tatoes and cornbread in 
the fall and winter.

Take care and God 
bless!

By: Joseph J. Mazzella
I love old stories, par-

ables, and fables. They 
say so much with so 
few words. They reach 
right into your heart and 
mind and shine the light 
of truth.

One of my favorite 
of these stories is of an 
old farmer. He was con-
stantly worried about 
his farm, his health, and 
his family’s security. 
This made him frus-
trated, fearful, angry 
and upset. He often took 
this out on his family as 
well. One day plowing 
in his back field his plow 
hit a chest full of gold 
coins. He was shocked 

Buried In The Back Yard

The Annual Flat-
woods Monster Fest to 
be held in Flatwoods 
West Virginia on Sep-
tember 9th  from 7:00 to 
9:00 P.M. and the and 
September 10th   from  
11:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.

There will be a pa-
rade, music: by the 
Kowboyz, Lincoln 
County Cloggers pa-
rade and show, Paw 
Patrol, Face painting, 
Balloons animals , Flat-
woods Monster, and 
much more.

Come out and enjoy!
For Information call 

304-678-7334.

Flatwoods
Monster Fest 
Sep 9 & 10

Preparing For Winter

Larry Knight
I am a li� le late but 

here goes. Myself and oth-
ers will miss the presence 
of Roger Brooks in our 
daily lives. When looking 
at the numbers of people 
that came to his memo-
rial service, at shelter #3 at 
Burnsville Lake, he had a 
lot of friends and knew a 
lot of people. To me Roger 
was a fi ne person. When 
in need of help Roger 
was ready and willing to 
lend a hand. I knew Roger 
many years even before 
he worked as a student 
aid at Burnsville Lake. 
Roger was (1) of (2) stu-
dents the fi rst two to hold 
this mostly weekend and 
holiday job. Roger was as 
everyone knows an em-
ployee of the I79 interstate 
maintainance crew. After 
retiring from the highway 
crew Roger was an em-
ployee at the Burnsville 
Marina. His job was to 
adjust the anchor cables 

as the water rose and fell. 
Roger will be missed by 
many, farewell my long 
time friend.

As we march toward 
the colder months of the 
year my collection of fi re-
wood continues to grow. 
As the outside tempera-
ture hovers around the 
low to mid 90 degrees it 
is hard to get in the mood 
to collect fi rewood. I hope 
to have enough wood on 
hand by the middle of Oc-
tober to last through the 
winter. I cut fi rewood all 
year long but it is a must 
that I be in good shape 
come late October. Late 
October is when I offi  cial-
ly open squirrel season, 
even though the DNR says 
it is already in. What is 
also in is ticks, blow fl ies, 
chiggers, deer fl ies and the 
temperature is way too 
warm to hunt anything 
but a cold drink of water. 
I have often said I would 
rather cut fi rewood when 

I wanted to, not when I 
had to like when growing 
up as a young kid. I never 
was a fan of the crosscut 
saw. I had to do the push-
ing and shoving all by my-
self. If I did have help then 
the person on the other 
end of the saw wanted to 
ride the saw. For us the 
fi rewood was a must have. 
We cooked with wood, 
heated with wood, done 
our canning and heated 
our wash water on wash 
day. Another fi re that eat 
a lot of wood was heating 
up the water at hog butch-
ering time. Some of our 
clothes mom boiled in a 
wash boiler with a home 
made detergent called 
lye soap. This was a good 
product that granny made 
using hog lard, water and 
lye or in place of lye you 
could use wood ashes. 
The stick or usually an old 
broom handle that mom 
used to stir the clothes in 
the boiler would be eaten 
away by the hot water and 
soap. Would you believe 
when I went into the mili-
tary they also used that 
good ole lye soap. Why 
you ask? Because it works. 
In the past 40+years I have 
used wood only for heat. 
No ma� er if the outside 
temperature is - 15degrees 
I can still have a blazing 
90degrees inside. I feel a 
li� le bit guilty knowing 
that Someone might use 
the heat going out the 
door or open window. 
That would not cause 
global warming would it?.

Fire wood.

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Division of Highways
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of High-
ways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when 
prequalifi cation is waived) being received at its offi ce in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard
East, Charleston, West Virginia until October 18, 2022 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will 
be downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):
Call   Contract  State Project  Federal Project   Description
003   2020000382  S304-5/10-0.67 00  STP-0510(005)DBC  STRUCTURE REPLACEMENT
       BURNSVILLE T-BEAM BR
                     0.01 MI S CO 1 - 0.04 MI S CO 1
       COUNTY: BRAXTON
BRIDGE: 11699  CONCRETE SLAB ON FABRICATED STEEL GIRDER
SPAN(S): 1  STRUCTURE STEEL:
DBE GOAL: 5 % OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCE OF 
MEETING GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL.
REMARKS:
Proposals will be received from prequalifi ed and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on 
Federal-Aid Projects a contractors’ license is not required at time of bid, but will be required before work 
can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in ac-
cordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting bids 
on project(s) must submit electronically with their bid a Proposal Guaranty Bond for $500.00 or 5% of the 
total bid, whichever is greater.
The West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay or 
postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this advertise-
ment, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement, and 
the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.
The West Virginia Department of Transportation Division of Highways hereby notifi es all bidders that it will 
affi rmatively ensure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business 
enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for an 
award.            8-25  9-1b

This week the Moun-
taineer Food Bank is 
highlighting Leanna 
Blakenship!

Leanna has been em-
ployed with the food 
bank for just under a 
year and works as a 
produce packer in our 
warehouse. Leanna also 
assists other depart-
ments in the warehouse 
as needed. 

In her free time, Lean-
na enjoys trail riding and 
competing in local horse 
shows or barrel races. 
She also enjoys spending 
quality time and sight-
seeing West Virginia 
with her husband Robert 
and daughter Jody.

Thank you, Leanna, 
for all you do for the 
Mountaineer Food Bank.

Leanna Blakenship Named Mountaineer
Food Bank Food Banker of the Week 

Leanna Blakenship

by his sudden good luck 
and wondered what he 
would do or buy with his 
new wealth. In the end 
he decided to bury the 
treasure again and save 
it. It would be his secu-
rity in times of hardship. 
Over the years he never 
dug up the gold or spent 
a single coin of it. Know-
ing it was there, how-
ever, caused a change in 
him. He was no longer 
worried or fearful. In-
stead he became peace-
ful and happy. He was 
kind to his sons and lov-
ing to his wife. He gave 
to charity and helped his 
neighbors. His whole life 
became a gift of love. The 

entire community was 
amazed at the change in 
him.

Finally on his death-
bed he gathered his sons 
together to tell them 
the secret he had kept 
to himself all of those 
years. After he peaceful-
ly passed away his sons 
went out to the field to 
dig up the chest of gold 
coins. When they found 
it, though, it was empty. 
Someone had discovered 
it and stolen the gold 
long ago.

What all of us in this 
life need to see is that 
our true security isn’t 
buried in our backyards 
but buried deep in our 
hearts and souls. Gold 
is temporary. God is 
eternal. He loves us all 
so much and He is here 
to support us and walk 
with us throughout our 
entire lives here. Why 
worry then? Instead dig 
up your treasure of love 
within and share it with 
everyone. You will only 
grow richer and the in-
heritance you leave will 
last forever.

3rd Annual Corn-
hole Tournament on 
Saturday, September 
3rd, beginning at 10:00 
am, hosted by the Birch 
River Ruritan Club. 

BRRC hosts 3rd Annual Cornhole Tournament
Cost is $10 per team. 

Cash payout for 1st 
and 2nd place.  Re-
maining proceeds to 
benefit the Birch River 
Fire Department.  Loca-

tion: Ruritan Lot across 
from GoMart. 

For early registra-
tion and additional 
information, contact: 
Greg Frame (304) 481-
7267.   

You may also reg-
ister the day of the 
event.  Please arrive by 
9:45 am to register. 



MEDICAL BILLING!  Be-
come a Medical Office Pro-
fessional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready 
to work in months!  Call 
877-635-0244. The Mission, 
Program Information and 
Tuition is located at Ca-
reerTechnical.edu/consumer-
information. (M-F 8am-6pm 
ET)

USE HAPPY JACK® KEN-
NEL DIP as an area spray 
to control lyme disease ticks, 
fleas, stable flies, & mosqui-
toes where they breed. At 
Tractor Supply® (www.hap-
pyjackinc.com)

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED 
LIVING, memory care, or 
independent living? A Place 
for Mom simplifies the pro-
cess of finding senior living 
at no cost to your family. Call 
1-888-918-8270  today!

STROKE AND CARDIO-
VASCULAR DISEASE are 
leading causes of death, ac-
cording to the American 
Heart Association. Screen-
ings can provide peace of 
mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening 
to schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-
3562 

DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 
Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on 
the stairs, is concerned about 
a fall or wants to regain ac-
cess to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today!  1-844-
592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN CON-
CENTRATOR May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility 
with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 833-274-3943

UP TO $15,000.00 OF GUAR-
ANTEED LIFE INSUR-
ANCE! No medical exam 
or health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other fi-
nal expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
888-217-5559 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the 

person at Horn of Ameri-
ca, Inc., 123 Summer Place 
Drive, Sutton.  (304) 765-
7254.                          8-23 9-9b

HELP WANTED: The Town 
of Sutton is hiring individu-
als for the street depart-
ment. Call 304-765-5581 for 
more information. Submit 
applications at the Mayor’s 
Office, 450 4th St, Sutton, 
WV 26601.                      
8-16  8-25b

BURNSVILLE TRAILER 
PARK: Trailer lots for rent 
only, NO trailers for rent! 
Background check required. 
Trash & sewer included. 
Absolutely NO pets! Call 
(304)853-9103 today.            tf

WANTED: Longtime post-
card collector would like to 

purchase vintage Braxton 
County postcards of Sutton, 
Gassaway, Burnsville, and 
other communities in the 
county. Fair prices paid. If 
interested in selling call 304-
364-9189 and leave message.  
     8-9 09-01p

YARD SALE: The ladies 
of St. Thomas Church will 
hold a multi-family yard 
sale at 624 Kanawha St. in 
Gassaway on September 1st 
and 2nd from 10:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. and on September 
3rd 1 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. Lots of items includ-
ing a bed, roll-top desk, TV 
cabinet, dresser, kitchen ta-
ble and 4 chairs, other fur-
niture, queen-size comforter 
set, weed-eater, grill, kitchen 
supplies, antiques, toys, 
children’s desks, and men’s, 
women’s and children’s 
clothes plus plenty of baby 
clothes and too many other 
items to mention are avail-
able for sale.          8-23 09-01p

YARD SALE: 2 Family yard 
sale Labor Day weekend 
September 2nd and 3rd. 
Sewing supplies, quilts, fab-
ric and miscellaneous items. 
276 Vernon Road, Newville.  
               08-23 09-01p

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 

CRITTERS ENTER-
PRISE: Certified Class I & II 
septic intallations, repairs, in-
spections, and maintenance 
provider. We also provide 
dozer, excavator and dump 
truck services. Contact Eddie 
Facemire at 304-364-2257.           
09-29p 

HELP WANTED: Now tak-
ing applications for office 
work.  Applicants must pass 
drug test and have a mini-
mum of one year experience 
in office setting.  Benefit 
package available. Apply in 
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details! 1-855-405-3412 www.
dental50plus.com/press 
#6258

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL 
SECURITY DISABILITY or 
Appealing a Denied Claim? 
Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. Our 
case managers simplify the 
process & work hard to help 
with your case.  Call 1-844-
448-0317 FREE Consultation. 
Local Attorneys Nationwide 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, Wash-
ington DC. Office: Broward 
Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

AT&T INTERNET. Starting 
at $40/month w/12-mo agmt. 
Includes 1 TB of data per 
month. Get More For Your 
High-Speed Internet Thing. 
Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions 
apply. Call us today 1-844-
358-7158.

4G LTE HOME INTERNET 
Now Available!  Get GotW3 
with lightning fast speeds 
plus take your service with 
you when you travel!  As low 
as $109.99/mo! 833-586-1598

DIRECTV STREAM - The 
Best of Live & On-Demand 
On All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo 
for 12 months. Stream on 20 
devices in your home at once. 
HBO Max included for 3 
mos (w/CHOICE Package or 
higher.) No annual contract, 
no hidden fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 1-855-
656-0296

DISH NETWORK. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET. As Low As 
$49.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technolo-
gy. Stream Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE 
INTERNET - 25mbps start-
ing at $49.99/mo! Get More 
Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. WiFi 
built in!  FREE Standard In-
stallation for lease customers! 
Limited Time, Call 1-877-567-
2866
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 

payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call: 844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds 
& Shades.  FREE in-home 
estimates make it conveni-
ent to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation.  Top 
quality - Made in the USA.  
Call for free consultation:  
877-802-8381.  Ask about our 
specials!

SAFE STEP. NORTH 
AMERICA’S #1 WALK-IN 
TUB. Comprehensive life-
time warranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and service. 
Now featuring our FREE 
shower package and $1600 
Off for a limited time! Call 
today! Financing available. 
Call Safe Step 1-844-803-1282

HANDS ON THE RIVER 
MASSAGE, Geraldine 
Gardner, LMT, 3422 Pennsyl-
vania Ave., Charleston, WV. 
Call (304) 541-9139 for an ap-
pointment.  

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES TODAY with a 
GENERAC home standby 
generator $0 Money Down + 
Low Monthly Payment Op-
tions Request a FREE Quote. 
Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-901-
2301

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, 
a solar plus battery stor-
age system. SAVE money, 
reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. 
Full installation services 
available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE, 
no obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-833-310-1895

ELIMINATE GUTTER 
CLEANING FOREVER! 
LeafFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-blocking gut-
ter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-844-295-2840

WESLEY FINANCIAL 
GROUP, LLCTIMESHARE 
CANCELLATION EX-
PERTS Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt and fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free infor-
mational package and learn 
how to get rid of your time-
share! Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive reviews. 
Call 844-738-0094 

Exterior Cleaning, House Washing,
Roof Soft Washing, Gutter Cleaning,
Patio and Deck Cleaning, Driveway

cleaning, & Sidewalk cleaning

Call Today! 304-701-0018 or 304-701-1110
225 Elk Street Gassaway, WV 26624
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On the Other Side of the Mountain

By Verena Sava
This week’s column 

will not be about garden-
ing or farming, it is only 
the opinion of an old farm 
woman. Some folks of the 
male persuasion might 
feel a li� le off ended, but it 
happened often to me as a 
woman, so welcome to my 
world. I grew up in an era 
that was totally male domi-
nated. Nobody found any-
thing wrong with it. I was 
perfectly in agreement, 
this was the way society 
functioned. My family 
lived with my grandpar-
ents for the fi rst 6 years 
of my life. We all lived in 
harmony in the upstairs 
quarters of their business, 
a restaurant. They also 
ran a general store on the 
side. We moved to the ad-
jacent county when I came 
of school age, my father 
wanted me to a� end school 
in the county he worked. 
We spent li� le time up-
stairs in my grandparents’ 
house, patrons and cus-
tomers were our constant 
companions. It was a very 
happy time. Remember 
when we are children, 
the reality we experience 
is what life seems to be. I 
thought everybody lived 
in a restaurant and people 
were kind with you. Af-
ter we moved away, I still 
spent every Saturday after-
noon (there was school on 
Saturday morning in CH) 
and Sunday , all school va-
cations at the restaurant. I 

helped by removing empty 
dishes  and bo� les, sweep-
ing fl oors, playing with pa-
tron’s kids. At 15 I started 
to wait on tables. I guess 
that raised some concerns 
for my father, because he 
decided to have the “talk” 
with me. 

You have to know, I was 
very innocent, carefree, and 
well protected by every-
body. It was so awkward at 
this time to talk about sex, 
while nobody dared pro-
nounce the word, the same 
as one did not dare to say 
that a woman was preg-
nant, a big no-no, instead 
we said, she was in other 
circumstances. The “talk” 
went pre� y much along 
those lines. “You have 
to know that all men are 
predators, and you have to 
be prepared to stand up for 
yourself. Never behave in 
manner that could encour-
age a man, be modest. Stay 
away from trouble.! Never 
put yourself in  a danger-
ous position!” What was 
implied with his message 
was  that I  should look as 
una� ractive  and undesir-
able as possible. Men had 
no responsibility, and it 
was all up to women to 
protect themselves. My fa-
ther was a very respected 
and reasonable person, but 
this was the reality at the 
time.

After high school I had 
4 options, marrying a good 
provider, becoming a le-
gal secretary, a nurse, or a 

teacher. I had other plans. I 
wanted to a� end a famous 
hotel management school, 
so I could be in charge, 
travel and fi nd adventure. 
A woman in hotel man-
agement was unheard of 
at that time and my father 
wanted me to get away 
from the restaurant busi-
ness , so I ended up in col-
lege to become  a teacher. 
I loved teaching. I had be-
come independent, lived in 
a diff erent county, had my 
own apartment. I traveled 
extensively all over Europe, 
spent 4 weeks in the former 
Soviet Union for religious 
research purposes,  lived 
one year in Paris. I met 
people from diff erent back-
grounds, diff erent cultures 
and I met men that did not 
fi t into my father’s descrip-
tion. In my mid- twenties I 
met Greg, a guy who was 
intelligent, had an exqui-
site sense of humor, was 
inquisitive and interesting. 
He was not only respectful 
towards me, but towards 
all people he encountered. 
Of course, the surround-
ings were perfect for kin-
dling a love aff air, a roman-
tic town in Italy. After our 
4  months together, Greg 
had to return to the US. We 
kept a long-distance rela-
tionship for nearly one year 
by writing to each other. It 
started to look like we were 
in tune with each other, but 
I wanted to see Greg in HIS 
environment, so I planned 
a trip to the US. I was good 
friends with the town’s 
physician and his family. I 
got a call from his offi  ce to 
discuss his daughter’s (one 
of my 4th graders) school 
performance. I stopped on 
the way back from school 
and my friend went right 
to the core of his concern. 
He told me Christine was 
happy with school and the 
reason for seeing me had to 
do with my trip to the US. 
He was unsure if Greg and 
I would marry and he did 
not want me to ruin my life 

by coming home pregnant, 
so he gave me a prescrip-
tion for birth control pills 
that I could tear up or fi ll.

All this long introduc-
tion leads to the focal point 
of this writing. Birth control 
and added later, legal abor-
tion, was the fi rst options 
that gave women some 
control over their lives. The 
playing fi eld in the sexual 
realm was leveled out. It is 
sad that it happened in this 
area fi rst, but it was liberat-
ing. Women were able to 
explore their sexual needs 
without fear of ge� ing preg-
nant. For men once a sperm 
wiggles its way to the egg, 
the job is done. Men’s bod-
ies don’t change, they stay 
exactly the same , while the 
woman’s  hormonal system 
starts to change. Her whole 
body prepares for the preg-
nancy, and these are only 
the physical changes. Being 
pregnant has a great emo-
tional impact. Some wom-
en  feel happy and hopeful  
about the growing new life 
in their body, others don’t. 
Pregnancies  can be normal, 
but sometimes serious, life-
threatening health concerns 
might prop up during the 
pregnancy, fears about giv-
ing birth and staying well 
surface. There are emotions 
that have to be dealt with, 
like when a woman learns 
that the baby is handi-
capped, maybe even seri-
ously handicapped? Does 
she have to give up her job 
to take care of a healthy or 
needy baby? Does she have 
to drop out of college or 
university? Maybe she will 
have to bring up a child on 
her own? I am sorry, but the 
sperm donor never faces 
these problems, and this is 
the reason that I don’t want 
any man, a good man,  a 
male supreme court judge,  
a male governor, or the 
pope to make decisions that 
belong to us only. When 
we own property, we can 
decide to live on it, lease 
it, sell it, so why would it 

be diff erent with our bod-
ies? We are not subservient 
to men. We own our bod-
ies, we make the decisions 
and not anybody else. No 
sperm donor owns us, we 
are independent,  and this 
is  why ending the right to 
an abortion is so detrimen-
tal to women. I never think 
that women are be� er than 
men, we are biologically 
very diff erent in the fi eld of 
reproduction. If a woman 
wants to bring the pregnan-
cy to term, she should get 
all the support she needs, 
so does a woman who for 
any reason wants to have 
an abortion. I looked up the 
statistics on sexual violence. 
Every 68 seconds a wom-
an is assaulted in the US. 
One in every 6 women has 
been a victim of a� empted 
or completed rape. Every 
day 510 people are victims 
of sexual violence in our 
country. Alito, Kavanaugh, 
Morrisey, Steele, and their 
ilk. should concentrate their 
eff orts on their own gender 
and not invade our most 
personal, private spheres. 
I don’t want to go back 80 
years to an all male domi-
nated society, nor 150 years 
according to  Alito and his 
cronies who pursue a per-
sonal ideology and vendet-
ta towards women, who not 
only forbid an abortion  but 
want to put women who  
do so in jail.

There are many women 
who celebrate Alito’s rul-
ing. Abortion has many  op-
ponents  for many reasons, 
religious, guilt, insecurity. 
It is an extremely complex 
issue. I want to add this, 
that we are still stuck in the 
past century when it comes 
to gender a� ire. Men wear-
ing suits and a tie have an 
immediate recognition of 
authority, competence, 
and superiority. We wom-
en don’t have any clothes 
that imply such privileges. 
When women run for politi-
cal offi  ce, they are often rid-
iculed and criticized about 

their clothes. We have to 
realize that a coat and tie 
only give the impression of 
competence, but it is only a 
convenient cover for some 
people who lack any mor-
als, are lying, cheating, are 
intellectually challenged, 
but look perfectly credible 
and trustworthy in their 
“uniform”. Case in point, 
some of the conservative 
justices lied during their 
confi rmation hearings, say-
ing they would never chal-
lenge Roe v. Wade. I have 
many male friends. We talk 
about family, grand-kids, 
art, music, politics,  garden-
ing and food. Greg and I 
have been married almost 
53 years. We overcame 
many challenges, worked 
hard and we still keep some 
of the original romanticism 
going.

Just heard that our gov-
ernor does not want peo-
ple to vote on abortion, he 
thinks that the decision be-
longs to Morrisey and the 
legislature. No. it belongs 
to us women!

When it comes to  free-
dom, Morrisey  wants free-
dom for parents to send 
their kids to the school of 
their choice without any 
accountability  and taking 
away money from public 
schools to pay for it. We al-
ways have the freedom to 
send the kids to alternative 
private schools, but just like 
with the purchase of a car, 
we have to pay for it. Noth-
ing is free in this world. 
Morrisey does not extend 
freedom to women to make 
their own decisions about 
their bodies. He wants to 
enforce his authority and 
possibly put them in jail 
for their insubordination. 
Morrisey is only one of 
many men, and, sorry to 
say, some women in pow-
er who use their position 
to impose their personal , 
discriminating, demented 
ideologies  on us, that are 
harmful to many people for 
many diff erent reasons.

A number of individuals 
I have spoken to are under 
the impression that riding 
a motorcycle is easier than 
driving an automobile. 
Based on the numerous fac-
tors that riders must process 
in a brief period, I will not 
dignify that statement with 
an argument. The obvious 
diff erence between auto-
mobiles and motorcycle ac-
cidents is that the chances of 
dying resulting from a mo-
torcycle accident are greater 
than those resulting from a 
motor vehicle accident.

The Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) 
states that in 2020 there were 
1.37 fatalities per 100 mil-
lion vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT) for motor vehicles; 
According to the National 

Riding safely and sensibly

Safety Council, in 2020, for 
motorcycles, there were 
31.64 fatalities per 100 mil-
lion vehicle miles traveled 
(VMT). This statistic alone 
should serve as supportive 
evidence for motorcycle 
riders to learn to ride de-
fensively and increase their 
awareness of the riding en-
vironment. Inexperienced 
riders increase the chances 
of being at fault in causing 
an accident, or single-vehi-
cle accidents, as it is termed. 
To wrap up this section, the 
chances of dying resulting 
from a motorcycle accident 
are about 30 times higher 
than in a car. Motorcycle 
accidents have an 80% in-
jury or death rate, while car 
accidents are at about 20%. 
I have seen statistics being 

manipulated to blame mo-
torcyclists for causing their 
accidents and therefore 
promoting the sport of mo-
torcycling as too dangerous 
and something to stay away 
from. The reality is that an 
overwhelming number of 
motorcycle accidents are 
caused by another motor 
vehicle. In other words, 
what diff erence does it 
make whether one wears a 
helmet for protection when 
you are going to die when 
you get plowed into by a 
motor vehicle that claims 
did not see you or cared. Be 
aware that the majority of 
collisions happen when an 
oncoming vehicle is turning 
left in front of you.

So, forget the other guy. 
I am going to share some 
things to do to prevent an 
accident. In my 50+ years of 
intermi� ent motorcycle rid-
ing, I have been involved in 
one serious accident, and it 
was due to road conditions, 
one that I was blessed to 
scape with extraordinarily 
li� le damage to me. The 
bike was totaled. More on 
this in another column.

BTW, all the above writ-
ing is not meant to scare 
you into giving up motor-
cycling, on the contrary, it 
is meant to inspire you to 
become a be� er rider and 
to encourage you to sup-
port the increasing of motor 
vehicle drivers’ education 
dealing with sharing the 

road with motorcycles.
The fi rst issues to con-

sider is maintaining a safe 
motorcycle and wearing 
proper riding a� ire. I cov-
ered in detail in a previous 
column about preparing for 
a long ride. Check the Brax-
ton Democrat Central, Au-
gust 11, 2022 edition.

Now you are riding 
your bike, what do you do? 
Scanning is what I consider 
crucial in defensive riding. 
Driving safety manuals 
recommend looking ahead 
12-15 seconds around you, 
and a 2-second following 
distance between you and 
the car in front of you. For 
motorcyclists, I recommend 
a 2-second scan of your rid-
ing environment to be able 
to react. The Motorcycle 
Safety Foundation recom-
mends the SEE strategy to 
make safe decisions and 
handle risk. SEE stands for 
Search, Evaluate, and Exe-
cute. As we ride, we need to 
constantly be running this 
program in our heads. In the 
Search phase, one identifi es 
potential threats and risks 
coming up. In the Evaluate 
phase, one prioritizes the 
upcoming hazards in order 
of gravity and closeness. 
Here you must also decide 
which options you have for 
managing each risk. In the 
fi nal phase, Execution, you 
perform the decisions you 
have made with smooth-
ness and precision. Some 
of the possible actions to 
manage potential risks in-
clude ge� ing the a� ention 
of other drivers with your 
horn and/or your lights, ad-
justing your speed, and ad-
justing your position.

Other interpretations 
of the SEE system include 
Start, Envision, Execute; 
Slow, Evade, Escape; and 
Scan, Escape, Enter. Adop-
tion of any of these dis-
ciplines will be crucial in 

your riding defensively 
and safely. 

I believe, and urge you, 
to focus on the two issues 
aforementioned. In addi-
tion, here are other infl uen-
tial suggestions:

Know your motorcycle 
laws. Motorcycles have use 
of the complete traffi  c lane, 
for example.

Know your abilities, stay 
in your comfort zone. Prac-
tice slow speed and emer-
gency maneuvers.

Choose a motorcycle 
that you can easily handle. 
Know your bike and how 
to use it.

Take a safety course. 
This will also save you 
money on your insurance.

Assume that you are 
invisible to others on the 
same road.

Check the weather be-
fore heading out.

Obey traffi  c rules, use 
your signals, ride the speed 
limit, and make yourself 

visible. Use hand signals 
in addition to turn signals. 
Avoid blind spots.

Ride in the correct tire 
track. On a two-lane road, 
ride on the left tire track. 
Never in the middle.

Avoid distractions.
Educate your passenger 

if you have one.
Don’t drink and ride.
Rest before you ride.
Always put your left 

foot down. Your right foot 
can stay on the foot brake to 
warn those behind you.

Be courteous to other 
drivers and riders, especial-
ly truck drivers.

Keep the riding light 
and make it a safe and fun 
event.

Tell your friends about 
my column. Again, I urge 
you to write me with ques-
tions and suggestions. Use 
the editor@bcn-news.com 
until further notice. Thank 
you for reading this col-
umn. Peace.

2016 BMW accident. You can see the hole after a blind 
curve that I a� empted to avoid and crashed on the 
upper left side of the picture. I overcompensated and 
my front wheel hit the pavement/dirt and fl ipped 
twice, leaving me headfi rst in the ditch. You can see 
the tracks in the dirt.

SEE Diagram

Safe bike, full protective gear. I walk my talk.

Verena Bunyan
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Knights XC teams perform
well at Autumn Classic
Braxton Middle School girls
place fourth in the meet

In their first meet 
of the season, Braxton 
Middle’s cross country 
ran well. Coach Robert 
Lloyd is “happy to say 
that [they] have both a 
girls’ and a boys’ team 
again this year.”  He is 
working with six girls 
and eight boys this 
season. For Saturday’s 
race at St. Marys, Brax-
ton boys numbered 
only three because the 
remaining runners 
weren’t eligible at the 
time. Two girls and one 
boy earned medals by 
placing in the top 20. 
The girls also  earned 
a fourth—place team 
award for Braxton.

Coach Lloyd, noting 
the girls “were up first 
with a full team com-

peting,” added, “They 
gave everything they 
had and finished in 
fourth being edged out 
by West Fairmont by 
only one point.” Out of 
94 girls running, Mack-
inzey Anderson placed 
11th, and Leah Payne 
came in 13th. Anderson 
finished the 3K race in 
13:31.24. Payne’s time 
was 13;36.82

Out of the three 
boys running for the 
Knights, Holden Lloyd 
secured 16th out of 106 
male runners to earn a 
medal. He ran the 3K in 
12:37.07. Coach Lloyd 
pointed out that none of 
the three boys who ran 
Saturday had ever com-
peted in a cross-country 
meet. “To say that I’m 

proud of them would 
be an understatement. 
They ran hard and nev-
er gave up,” their coach 
said. He also  noted 
that most of the runners 
who weren’t yet eligible 
“still came out to cheer 
on their teammates.”

Members of Braxton’s 
girls team are Reece 
Carpenter, Leah Payne, 
Mackinzey Anderson, 
Chelsea Payne, Audrey 
Duckworth, and Em-
ily Whitney. Holden 
Lloyd, Joal Ransbottom, 
Ira Ransbottom, Raidyn 
Davis, Nathaniel Mollo-
han, Brody Prince, Noah 
Spaulding, and Jamie 
Spurlock make up the 
boys’ team.

Coach Lloyd empha-
sized his philosophy in 
coaching the team. “No 
matter how my teams 
finish each meet, the 
only thing that matters 
is they give it their all. 
Every meet from now on 
is just another practice 
day, and we plan to take 
full advantage. Our goal 
is to earn another cham-
pionship, whether it be 
the girls or the boys, for 
both our community 
and our school.

The Knights’ next 
meet is the Chick Fil-
A-sponsored meet at 
Beckley Stratton Middle 
School next Saturday.

BCMS football team has 
1 of 26 players returning

With 11 out of this 
year’s 26 players---fi ve 
of them starters last sea-
son, returning,  Knights’ 
coach James King appears 
to look forward to a good 
season. The coach is also 
pleased at the number 
of boys who have come 
out. “We started coming 
up last year, and we have 
even more this year,” he 
noted. 

Returning starters in-
clude Trevar Edgerton, 
off ensive and defensive 
lineman; Remington Huff -
man, quarterback and 
outside linebacker; Hunt-
er Short, running back 
and outside linebacker; 
Braeden Godfrey, wide 
receiver and cornerback; 
and Ryan Stalnaker, line-
backer. All are eighth 
graders. 

Other returning eighth-
grade players include 
Deklan Meadows, Tyler 
White and Jackson Wyne. 
Logan Payne, Cody Cul-
verhouse, and Chase 

Hamner are returning sev-
enth graders.

“Really good speed” is 
one of the team’s strengths 
Coach King named. Ex-
perience is another even 
though he has only six re-
turning starters. The coach 
explained that many of his 
players “have played for 
several years,” referring to 
the Redskins’ program.

Perhaps the biggest 
strength the coach sees 
this year is just that: 
Strength.  Explaining that 
the middle school “fi -
nally has a weight room,” 
Coach King a� ributed a 
big improvement in the 
physical strength of indi-
vidual players to that ad-
dition. “The weight room 
opened last February,” 
he noted, “and every kid 
on my team has been in 
the weight room since 
February.”  He continued 
to give an example of the 
positive results of having 
the weight room available 
and his players’ dedica-

tion to using it. “No one on 
our team weighs over 200 
pounds,” he said. “Still, 
I have eight kids who 
have deadlifted over 200 
pounds.”  

One area in which 
Knights’ coaches need to 
work is substitution on 
off ense. “We need to im-
prove on that,” King said. 
“We’re also working on 
discipline and the play-
ers’ adapting to the start of 
school.”

Among the Knights’ 
skill players, the quarter-
back is back along with 
“several other players 
who can throw the ball 
and many who can catch 
it.” He did say “the quar-
terback is pre� y well set.” 
He added, “With several 
really skilled players, we 
have defi nite decisions to 
make, including who’s 
starting where.” 

Unfortunately, the 
Knights’ scheduled scrim-
mage has been cancelled 
because of double booking 
by the other team. Coach 
King is trying to schedule 
a scrimmage but has not 
yet been successful. None-
theless, he is “looking for-
ward to this season and 
hoping hard work pays 
off .”

The Knights begin the 
season with a home game 
against Trinity September 
1. 

BCMS Knight Annual Punt,
Pass, and Kick competition

The Braxton County 
Middle School Knights 
participated in the annual 
Punt, Pass, and Kick com-
petition this past Saturday 
morning, August 20 at the 
practice fi eld behind the 
middle school.

Each member of the 
Knights team had three at-
tempts for each category, 
punt, pass, and kick. The 
longest yardage for each 
was then recorded. At the 
end of the fundraising 
event, the total yardage of 
each event was added to-
gether.

Braeden Godfrey had 
the highest with a total of 
134 yards. Next was Aidan 
Pri�  with 131 yards. Pri�  
also had the longest kick of 
the day at 55 yards. Ryan 
Stalnaker rounded out the 
top three with 130 yards 
total. 

The longest punt of the 
day at 51 yards went to Lo-
gan Payne. Kyler White had 
the longest pass at 42 yards.

The Knights hold this 
event every year to not only 
raise funds for the program, 
but to showcase the skills of 
the players.

Landon Mays prepares 
to pass the ball gaining 
yardage for his fundrais-
er eff orts.

Hunter Short takes his turn in the passing portion of 
the annual event.

Coach James King gives his team instuctions at the 
start of the event.

Braeden Godfrey had the highest with a total of 134 
yards.

Aidan Pri�  had the second highest total with 131 
yards and  longest kick at 55 yards.

Ryan Stalnaker rounded out the top three with 130 
yards total. Photos by Janet Six
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