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Former Braxton Attorney
Jim Douglas has close call

Kanawha Family
Court and former Brax-
ton County attorney

Judge Jim Douglas was
injured Monday when
a bullet struck a cruise
ship he was traveling on
in Portland, Oregon. Ac-
cording to an article pub-
lished in Wednesday’s
Charleston Gazette, a
bullet pierced thick glass
on the Portland Spirit
dinner cruise boat Mon-
day night mildly injur-
ing Douglas who was
aboard the boat with
longtime companion
Phyllis Veith.

At around 9:30 p.m.,
as the ship maneuvered
to dock, a bullet tore
a sizable hole in thick
glass on the other side
of the ship from where
Douglas and Vieth were
seated.

“Where I was seat-
ed, a large, thick can-
vas curtain was almost
touching my shoulder,”
Douglas told the Ga-
zette in an interview
by phone on Tuesday.
“Just as we started that
turn [to dock], I heard
a loud pop. I heard one
guy yell and a couple of
women screamed. In my
peripheral vision I saw
the curtain move. Instan-
taneously, I felt a pain in

my right arm and tricep.”
Douglas had a bruise the
next day but no broken
skin.

Coincidentally, Doug-
las had penned an Op-Ed
a couple of weeks ago for
inclusion in the Gazette-
Mail. It appeared Tues-
day. He outlines violence
perpetrated against judg-
es all over the country
and opines that family
court judges in Kanawha
County are even more
vulnerable than their cir-
cuit judge colleagues.

The ship’s owner said
Douglas was not actually
struck by the bullet. The
slug, flattened by passing
through the thick glass on
the other side of the deck,
and came to rest about
18 inches from his foot.
Portland Police Officer
Eric Brewer disagreed.

He said he believes the
judge was hit by the
bullet. “We found that
the slug was a lot closer
than we did some small,
broken glass pieces,”
Brewer said. “He said
he heard what sounded
like a champagne cork
popping, then he felt like
he’d been punched in the
shoulder. If that was the
case, it probably wasn’t
glass. There was only a
large glass piece on that
side of the room.”

Douglas seemed
puzzled as to why the
cruise line would want to
blame flying glass. The
boat owners aren’t deny-
ing someone shot a bul-
let through the window.
He was wearing a long-
sleeved shirt. No glass
cut him.

The judge said he did
not fully appreciate the
ordeal until he got back
in his car afterward. “I
didn’t stage this,” he
said. “I think they're
doing damage control.
Playing it down is not
going to solve the prob-
lem.

“T told those folks, ‘I
think I'm going to play
the lottery.” They all said,
‘No, I think you used it
all up tonight,” the Ga-
zette article stated.

2022 WVU Parkersburg graduates
include Burnsville resident

West Virginia Uni-
versity at Parkersburg
awarded certificates
and associate and bach-
elor’'s degrees to May
2022 graduates.

Graduates who at-
tained a 3.50 to 4.00
grade point average

(GPA) earned academ-
ic honors, as follows:
3.50-3.749, Cum Laude;
3.75-3.99, Magna Cum
Laude; and 4.0, Summa

Cum Laude. The May
WVU Parkersburg grad-
uates include Braxton
County resident, Kait-
lyn Stalnaker, of Burns-
ville who received her
degree in CAS, Child
Development.
Established in 1961,
West Virginia Univer-
sity at Parkersburg is
regionally  accredited
by the Higher Learning
Commission. Academic

credits earned at WVU
Parkersburg are trans-
ferable to any institu-
tion in the West Vir-
ginia higher education
state system as well as
other accredited insti-
tutions throughout the
country. WVU Parkers-
burg is the only public
community college in
West Virginia accred-
ited to offer baccalaure-
ate degrees.

WVDOH Accepts Bids for
Projects Including Braxton Roads

Contracts to install
ADA-compliant curb
cuts in 13 communities
around West Virginia
are among 14 projects
included in a bid let-
ting conducted by the
West Virginia Division of
Highways on Tuesday,
June 14. Those projects
included one Braxton
County project, Servia to
Burnsville Road guard-
rail replacement.

“This is the best of all
worlds,” said Greg Bai-
ley, P.E., WVDOH Chief
Engineer of Operations.
“We’re using federal dol-
lars to meet federal man-
dates to provide needed
access to people with
disabilities.”

Under federal law, the
WVDOH is required to
put in ADA-compliant
curb cuts any time they
pave a road that is bor-
dered by a sidewalk. By
putting in the curb cuts
first, paving contrac-
tors don’t have to worry
about hiring someone to
put in the ramps, and
smaller contractors are
able to get contracts to do
the curb cuts. Bailey said
the added efficiency has
cut the cost of putting in
ADA ramps by half.

Contracts let on June
14 include ADA ramps
in 23 locations in Mid-

dlebourne and Center-
ville in Tyler County; 54
locations in the Cameron
area in Marshall County;
163 locations in Harp-
ers Ferry, Charles Town,
and Ranson in Jefferson
County; 49 locations in
Parson, Davis, Thomas,
Circleville, Franklin, and
Brandywine in Tucker
and Pendleton counties;
and ADA ramps in Hun-
dred in Wetzel County.
The WVDOH is re-
viewing the bids and
hopes to award contracts
for the following proj-
ects soon: Hundred ADA
ramps (Wetzel Coun-
ty); Tyler County ADA
ramps (Tyler County);
Marshall County ADA
ramps (Marshall Coun-
ty); Jefferson County
ADA ramps (Jefferson
County); Pendleton and
Tucker County ADA
ramps (Pendleton and
Tucker County); US 19
four-lane upgrade, Uni-
versity Avenue (Monon-
galia  County); Har-
risville pedestrian and
bicycle path (Ritchie
County);  District 5
guardrail repairs; Dis-
trict 9 guardrail repairs;
Walton high friction sur-
face treatment paving
(Roane County); Davis
Creek to Oakwood pav-
ing (Kanawha County);

District 3 guardrail re-
pairs; Park Place traffic
signals, South Charles-
ton (Kanawha County)

Several factors are con-
sidered before awarding
a bid, including whether
a bid falls above or be-
low the WVDOH Engi-
neer’s Estimate and by
what percentage. Most
projects are reviewed,
analyzed, and awarded
within a week of the bid
letting, but the process
can take longer.

When the Division of
Highways has a project
that is determined to
be best constructed by
a contractor, it is pro-
cessed through the bid
letting system. Lettings
are held either once or
twice per month and
conducted through the
Bid Express System on-
line at www.bidx.com
and handled through the
Contract Administration
Division.

Award of the con-
tracts is made based on
the recommendation
by WVDOH’s Awards
Committee based on the
results of that evalua-
tion and approval by the
Commissioner. Projects
are typically awarded to
the lowest bidder with
all proper documenta-
tion in place.

(L to R) Lori Dittman, Gracie Dyer, Lauren Pritt, Bailey Pritt, Commissioner Larry
Clifton.Standing back (L to R) Commissioners Melvin Gum and Lisa Godwin.

Braxton’s Gracie Dyer takes 1st in state competition

Commission names Essay winnets

The highlight of last
Friday’s Braxton County
Commission meeting was
the honoring of local and
state winners of the Coun-
ty Commissioners Asso-
ciation of West Virginia’s
Essay Contest. Commis-
sion President Lisa God-
win recognized the local
winners who included
Gracie Dyer 1st place,
Lauren Pritt 2nd and Bai-
ley Pritt in 3rd place.

The local winners re-
ceived cash prizes for their
essays on the subject of
how county government
service its citizens. The
prized were contributed
by Commission President
Godwin, her fellow com-
missioners Melvin Gum
and Larry Clifton as well
as Braxton Newspapers.

Executive Director of
the County Commission-
ers Association of West
Virginia Pat Cadle was on
hand to recognize those
who won on the state
level. Gracie Dyer won
first place in the state and
received a $500 check for
her efforts. Both Lauren
Pritt and Bailey Pritt were
named honorable men-
tion and received a check
for $50. All three are stu-
dents of Lori Dittman’s
Braxton County Middle
School class. Dyer’s first
place state win also netted
Dittman $500 to spend on
classroom supplies.

Randy Sanders, Presi-
dent of the World Asso-
ciation of Marching Show
Bands (WAMSB) Buck-
hannon Host Committee
spoke with the Commis-
sioners regarding tourism
and economic impacts the
2023 world competition

will bring to the region
when it is hosted in Buck-
hannon next year. “Brax-
ton County’s proximity
to the weeklong event’s
epicenter means they will
greatly benefit from the
influx of the thousands of
international visitors ex-
pected tobe in attendance”
said Sanders, president of
the WAMSB 2023 Host
Committee. “This com-
petition will help generate
an immediate economic
impact that will be felt
throughout Upshur and
our neighboring counties.
We want Braxton County
to be involved in the op-
portunities that will be
created.” He requested
that the County join their
counterparts and cities of
the Central West Virginia
area in sponsoring the
event. Sanders requested
that Braxton County trib-
uted $10,000. President
Godwin stated that the
Commission would re-
view their budget for later
discussions.

Adi Facemire present-
ed monthly reports on
the activities of the Brax-
ton County Drug Testing
Center for April and May.
She started the center had
conducted 95 drug screen-
ing in April and a total of
107 in May. She added
that three people had suc-
cessfully completed the
terms of their home con-
finement and had been
released

In other business, the
Commission  approved
the short form settlements
as presented by the Fidu-
ciary Supervisor for the
following: Dixie L. Graff,
Michael Lee Harper and

Izetta B. Ware.

During the discus-
sion of purchase orders
for consideration, Sheriff
Lou DellaMea requested
that PO# 740 be changed
to Sports Connection at a
cost of $595 per vehicle.
The request was granted
on a motion by Larry Clif-
ton.

Global Science & Tech-
nology will provide the
Assessor’s Office a Dell
Laptop, UPS Backup and
a 5090 Optiplex at a cost
of $2,896.66.

Two purchase orders
were approved for Casto
and Harris. The County
Clerk will purchase 5
Land Books at a cost of
$500.54 plus shipping.
The Sheriff's Tax Office
will pay $3,024.63 for tax
statements and envelopes.

Following a brief dis-
cussion, the Commission
approved a lease agree-
ment, contingent on the
review of the Prosecuting
Attorney, between ATC
Ponderosa K LLC and the
County for leased space
on a radio tower in Burns-
ville.

Larry Clifton made
separate motions that will
result in internal budget
revisions for the Asses-
sor’s office and internal
budget revisions for stage
government grant line be-
ing approved.

The Commission ap-
proved a request from the
law firm of Bowles Rice to
continue a hearing set for
July 1 in the estate of Su-
sanna Rose for 30 days.

The Commission voted
to go into executive ses-
sion under Section 9-9A-4

Continued on Page 2

Braxton Magistrate Report

Magistrate Beth Smith

June 20: Brian Keith
Louk of Burnsville, driv-
ing revoked for DUI-3rd
offense, warrantless ar-
rest, bond set at $15,000
cash only.

June 21: Jeremy Ray
Gray of Lizemores, pos-
session of controlled sub-
stance x2-meth and mari-
juana, no contest plea,
fines/court costs assessed.

Magistrate David Sin-
gleton

June 15: Coty Prunty of
Burnsville, obstructing an
officer, guilty plea, fleeing
from officer, dismissed
per plea, 180 days of jail
with credit for time served
of three days, remainder
suspended and placed on
12 months unsupervised
probation, fine/court costs
assessed; Richard C. Bark-
er of Huntington, expired
MVI, dismissed proof
provided, no proof of in-

surance, dismissed proof
provide; Franklin S. Mont-
gomery of Rosedale, driv-
ing suspended for gener-
al-2nd offense, no contest
plea, fine/court costs as-
sessed; Michael Shawn
Mace of Frametown, pos-
session of meth, dismissed
by motion of officer; Don-
na K. Dever of Gassaway,
speeding, no contest plea,
fine/court costs assessed;
Santino Augustine Cava
of Bridgeport, possession
of marijuana, dismissed-
deferred sentence, court
costs paid; David Michael
Jarrell of Sutton, posses-
sion of controlled sub-
stance, guilty plea, im-
proper registration, no
contest plea, driving sus-
pended, no contest plea,
driving suspended, dis-
missed per plea, 90 days of
jail, suspended and placed
on eight months unsuper-
vised probation, ﬁne/court

costs assessed; Ryan N.
Decanter of Tonawanda,
NY, speeding, no contest
plea, possession of mari-
juana, dismissed-deferred
sentence, fine/court costs
assessed and paid; Emily
N. Bailey of Tonawanda,
NY, possession of mari-
juana, dismissed-deferred
sentence, court costs paid.

June 17: Krystal Kay
Carpenter of Sutton, pos-
session of  controlled
substance x2-meth and
heroin, warrantless arrest,
bond set at $2500 cash,
surety or to 10% to the
court.

June 19: Najee Akeym
Silva of Leavenworth,
KS, obstructing an officer
x3, trespassing, warrant-
less arrest, bond set $5000
cash or surety.
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Legislative Update

By Delegate Brent Boggs

As I write this week, it is
that time of year that we, as
West Virginians, celebrate
the birthday of our State in
1863. For all our problems
as a State, I believe they
pale in comparison to the
positive attributes of our
beloved Mountain State.

West Virginians have a
unique way of discover-
ing others with West Vir-
ginia residency or roots,
no matter where you may
work or travel around the
nation or world. And,
with a minimal amount of
conversation, we always
find a common bond with
friends, neighbors, or com-
munities.

We need to always re-
member that whether by
birth or choice — if you
live here now, relocated
here from another state for
work or school, or moved
away to pursue your ca-
reer, you are now and will
always remain West Vir-

ginians.
Another unique and
special West Virginia

academic tradition is for
eighth-grade students in
West Virginia to work to-
ward earning recognition
from the WV Department
of Education as a knight or
lady of the Golden Horse-
shoe. For 2002, the recipi-
ents of the Golden Horse-
shoe from Gilmer County
and Braxton County are:
Coleden Perry Gilmer Co.
High School Anna Mason
Gilmer Co. High School
Joel Sigman Braxton
Co. Middle School Alexis
Knowlton Braxton Co.
Middle School Adyson
Conant Braxton Co. Mid-
dle School

This special ceremony
is held annually in the
WYV Culture Center on the
Capitol campus, with each
recipient dubbed with the
ceremonial sword by Dr.
Clayton Birch, WV Super-

intendent of Schools. I am
proud of each of these stu-
dents who worked hard for
the last four years in their
knowledge of all aspects
of West Virginia culture,
history, geography, social
and economic factors, state
government and miscella-
neous data.

The WV Dept. of Educa-
tion website provides this
overview:

This prestigious pro-
gram takes its name from
the golden horseshoes
given to the early explor-
ers of West Virginia. In
1716 the Governor of the
Virginia colony, Alexan-
der Spotswood, saw the
need for exploration of the
land west of the Allegheny
Mountains, most of which
is now West Virginia.
The governor organized
a party of about 50 men,
all of whom adopted the
pledge, “Sic jurat transcen-
dere monte,” which means
“Thus he swears to cross
the mountains.” Governor
Spotswood presented each
member of his party with a
small golden horseshoe to
commemorate the bravery
of those who crossed the
mountains into Western
Virginia, beginning the
Golden Horseshoe tradi-
tion.

Also, each year a few
West Virginians are award-
ed an honorary Golden
Horseshoe.  This year, I
was honored to receive
the award. 1 appreciate
the honor of attending the
ceremony to present the
Golden Horseshoe to our
local students. Congratu-
lations to all the 221 re-
cipients from across West
Virginia and thank you to
those who nominated me
for the honorary award.

One of the highlights
of the summer is always
the WV Folk Festival in
Glenville. After days of
brutal heat and humidity

last week, last weekend of-
fered outstanding weather
and a great day for a pa-
rade, great music, arts and
crafts from talented artists,
and outstanding local food
in downtown Glenville.

GSU  President Mark
Manchin, Speaker Roger
Hanshaw and I enjoyed
lunch on Saturday in the
GSU  Mollohan Center
for the WV Folk Festival
Belles and Junior Belles,
where we presented them
with tokens of apprecia-
tion for their participation
in the event. Congratula-
tions to Gilmer County
Belle Linda Fisher Bran-
non; Braxton County Belle
Patricia Drake; Gilmer
County Jr. Belle Eliza
Chesser; and all the Belles
and Jr. Belles from around
the State. Jean and I had
a great time visiting with
them; folks all along the
parade route, and around
town visiting with friends
from throughout central
West Virginia.

My hearty congratula-
tions to the WV Folk Fes-
tival’s officers, Board of
Directors and the many
volunteers that make it a
huge success each year.
I'm very proud and appre-
ciative of the privilege of
representing Gilmer and
Braxton Counties in the
Legislature.

Next week, I look for-
ward to seeing everyone at
Gassaway Days.

Now that the session
has concluded, please con-
tact me at my home office
at: 151 Park Street, Gas-
saway, WV  26624. The
phone number is 304-364-
8411. For those with Inter-
net access, my legislative
email address is: Brent.
Boggs@WVHouse.gov

Remember to thank a
Veteran every day for their
service and remember
our troops - at home and
abroad - and keep them
and their families in your
thoughts and prayers. Un-
til next week, take care.
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The Dobbins Family.

Dobbms Famlly Reunion

On June 18, 2022 the
C.C. and Eunice Dob-
bins Family held their
annual reunion at the
homeplace. We always
have such a loving, car-
ing time and today we
also celebrated Aunt
Becky’s birthday (RIP).
We had food, laughter,
children playing and

just visiting with a lot
of horse play as usual
when we get together.

The following were
present from several
states who traveled to be
with us. Picture taking
is always tough because
no one wants to stop
talking long enough to
pose!

The following were
present- Laura and Da-
vid Dobbins, Linda and
Rodney Dobbins, Brian,
Brianna and Ally Dob-
bins, Brandy, Issac and
Grayson Starcher, Cassi,
Coy and Camryn Bailey,
Laura and David Dob-
bins, Peggy Dobbins
Hoover, Ashley, Raleigh
& Ryan Dobbins, Haley,
Paisleigh and Randy
Dobbins, Carolyn Dob-
bins Patrick, Billy Pat-
rick and Caylee, Angie,
Jason, Grace, Jayden
and Spencer Lilly, Ni-
cole, Robert and Aliya
Wright, Cheryl Lilly,
Dave Peters, June Crist,
Bobby Lucas, Tori and
Wyatt Lucas, Alisa and
Dana Lucas, Amanda
Morris, Danette Her-
rman, Brenda and Han-
nah Evey, Brian Frase.

See you all next year!!
A blessed time was had
by all. We missed the
ones who were unable
to attend.

Marian Agostino, Secretary/Treasurer, Colleen Mahon, Pat McPherson, Presi-
dent, Beth Atkins, Board President, Christopher Marple, Main Street Coffee own-
er, and Ann Hart, Vice President.

Friends of Sutton Library Support Activities

is being planned early in
August! Also the Friends
are supporting Little Li-

Before gathering for
their bimonthly meet-
ing some members of the
Friends of Sutton Library
enjoyed items from the
Main Street Coffee. Iced
coffee and scones and
other items were served
to the group in a welcom-
ing newly remodeled area
with comfortable seating.
Friends of the Sutton Li-
brary are a supportive
group, the bonus here
was the delicious prod-
ucts!

During their meeting
the Friends discussed ac-
tivities for the Big Foot

Event on June 25 where
there will be books read
aloud , scavenger hunts
with prizes, and Big Foot
“Poop” for sale all pre-
sented by smiling faces
in the beautiful Sutton
Library. Come visit from
noon-4:00 and enjoy!
Other Friends support-
ive activities this summer
are the Summer Reading
Program for students on
most Mondays at 11:00 in
June and July. The theme
of “Oceans of Possibili-
ties” has been a success
the last 2 weeks and a spe-
cial culminating program

Jeanine Given
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braries in the county,
with one below the Sut-
ton Dam and three more
in various places later this
summer. Take a book,
read a book, leave a book,
love a book! The Little Li-
Please turn to
Friends page 3

Magistrate...

Continued from Page 1

of the State Code to dis-
cuss a personnel matter at
9:36 a.m. When the meet-
ing reconvened in regu-
lar session, Melvin Gum
made a motion to approve
the bills presented for
payment with the excep-
tion of 3 invoices. Those
invoices were for the Sher-
iff's Law Enforcement di-
vision and consisted of
2 led Flashlight each at a
cost of $390.77 with orders
places on June 6, 7 and 9.
The total of the three in-
voices are more than what
is allowed without a pre-
approved purchase order.

The final act of the
meeting was the approv-
al of the minutes from
the Commission’s June 3
meeting.

The next regular meet-
ing of the Braxton County
Commission will convene
on Friday, July 1 begin-
ning at 9:00 a.m.



Obituaries

Gilbert P. Riffle

Gilbert P. Riffle, age 79,
of Burnsville, WV passed

. away
peace-
fully on
June 16,
2022.
He was
born on
Novem-
ber 17,
1942 in
New London, Connecti-
cut to the late Thelmer
and Elsie Riffle.

He was a proud
Vietnam veteran,
having served as
a soldier in the
United States ARMY. He
enjoyed hunting, com-
mercial fishing, watching
his favorite westerns on
television, and spend-
ing time with his family.
He loved his family im-
mensely and had a close
and special bond with
his wife, children, grand-
children, son-in-law and
daughter-in-law.

Left to cherish his
memory is his loving
wife of 46 years, Dar-
lene Riffle; children: Am-
mie Hacker and Gilbert
L. Riffle; grandchildren:
Tyler Hacker, Anthony
Hacker, Brooklyn Riffle,
Mason Hacker and Carter
Hacker; son-in-law: Jason
Hacker; daughter-in-law:
Misty Singleton and his
little fur buddy Bentley,
all of West Virginia.

He was a true hero to
his family and will be
greatly missed.

In keeping with Gil-
bert’s wishes, he will be
cremated. Burial will be
held at a later date.

Stockert Funeral Home
& Cremation is honored
to serve the Riffle family.

Mrs. Dessie Ellen
McElwain Miles

Mrs. Dessie Ellen McEl-
wain Miles, 83, of Sutton,
went
home to
be with
her Lord
on Sat-
urday,
* | June 18,

12022 at
‘| her resi-
1 dence.

She was born Febru-
ary 3, 1939 in Centralia,
WYV, the daughter of the
late William & Della Hyre
McElwain. She was also
preceded in death by her
husband, James Harold
“Gib” Miles; sisters, Ruth
Byland, Mary Mex; broth-
er, Stanley McElwain;
grandson, Nathan Davis;
step grandson, Brandon
Hughes.

Dessie was a loyal
member of Stump Cha-
pel Church where she
was the clerk, a member
of the choir, the assistant
Sunday School secretary
and treasure, head of the
kitchen crew, secretary
and treasure to the wom-
en circle.

She was known far
and wide for her home-
made hot rolls called “The
Dessie rolls”. Dessie loved
spending time with Virgie
Rose on Tuesday cleaning

the church. She was a avid
WVU Mountaineer Fan.
She is survived by
her sons, Randall Miles
(Jaimee) of Cross Lanes,
Thomas Miles (Chrystal)
of Mt. Claire, WV; daugh-
ters, Sandra Hughes
(Mike) of Winston Salem,
NC, Cathy George (Tim)
of Sutton; grandchildren,
Tiffany Balis (Brian) of Ex-
change, Brittany George
of Sutton; step grand-
child, Jessica Hughes of
NC; great grandchildren,
Kaitlyn Balis, Kelsie Balis;
great-great grandson, Riv-
er Sigman; brothers, Jim

McElwain, Ernest McEl- |

wain both of Ravenna,
OH.

Funeral services will be
held 11:00 am, Wednes-
day, June 22, 2022 at
Stump Chapel Church,
Tesla with Rev. Linn
Schiefer and Rev. Teddy
Legg officiating. Burial
will follow at Hall Cem-
etery, Erbacon, beside her
husband. Friends may
call 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm,
Tuesday, June 21, 2022 at
Greene-Robertson Funer-
al Home, Sutton.

In lieu of flowers fam-
ily suggest donations be
made to: Stump Chapel
Baptist Church Woman's
Circle.

Greene-Robertson Fu-
neral Home is humbly
serving the Miles family.

Online condolences
may be sent to: greene-
robertsonfuneralhome.
com

Gregory Shimko
Gregory Shimko, 72, of
Ireland WV passed away

ary 18, 1950 to parents
George and Sophie Wa-
dors Shimko who
preceded him in
death.

Greg moved
to Ireland, WV with his
wife, Dorothy, in 1979. He
was a self-employed car-
penter, a Catholic by faith,
President of the Walkers-
ville Fire Department and
served on the finance com-
mittee at St Thomas Cath-
olic Church. Greg enjoyed
sitting on the front porch
of his house near the riv-
er and enjoyed watching
the water. He loved his
wife, children and grand-
children and cherished
spending time with them.
Greg served his country in
the United States NAVY.

He is survived by his
wife of 50 years, Dorothy
Brink Shimko; children:
Peter Shimko, Daniel
Shimko, Jesse Shimko and
Sarah Shimko; grandchil-
dren: Zoe Shimko, Sofia
Shimko, Lucas Shimko,
Alexander Shimko and
Asher Triplett; broth-
ers: Jon (Chick) Shimko,
George (Woody) Shimko;
sisters: Barbara Shimko
Zawoysky and Kathleen

$1000.00)
Jack Pot
Every Monday

@
AL
G{B.I.N.G.‘oj

Become a member today! (304)765-5270 204 W Main St Sutton

Sutton Moose
Lodge 825
donations

totaled over

$63,000

Early Bird - 6:30 | Food & Refreshments | Public Welcome

Shimko Kaelin.

Visitation will be held
on Tuesday, June 21,
2022 from 4:00-6:00 pm
at Stockert Funeral Home
& Cremation, Flatwoods,
WYV. Catholic Mass will be
on Wednesday, June 22,
2022 at 11:00 am, a lun-
cheon will follow, at St
Thomas Catholic Church,
Gassaway, WV with Fa-
ther Thien Nguyen offici-
ating. Interment will be at
Falls Mill Cemetery.

Stockert Funeral Home
& Cremation is honored
to serve the Shimko fam-

ily.

Helen Ruth Silvey

Helen Ruth Silvey,
85 of Cowen, formerly
of Merced, CA,
passed away on

Thursday, June

16, 2022 at Sum-
mersville Regional Medi-
cal Center. She was born
July 16, 1936 in Cherokee,
NC to the late Walter and
Jessie Pope Silvey.

She was a United States
Air Force Veteran; a lov-
ing mother and grand-
mother; an avid reader
and a nature lover. She
loved shopping and en-
joyed camping and the
outdoors.

In addition to her par-
ents she was preceded in
death by her daughters
Shannen and Rhonda;
brother James; and sister
Caroline.

Left to cherish her
memory are her son Kev-
in; daughters Deborah
and Lisa; 10 grandchil-
dren; 7 great-grandchil-
dren; and several other ex-
tended family and friends
to mourn her passing.

In keeping with Hel-
en’s wishes, cremation
has taken place and no
services will be held at
this time. She will be laid
to rest with her family in
California at a later date.

Online condolences
may be sent to the fam-
ily at www.adamsreedfh.
com.

Adams-Reed Funeral
Home is honored to be
serving Helen’s family.

Jason Emil
McCumbers
Jason Emil McCum-
bers, 44, of Rosedale, WV

"_.-‘EL.‘F,-_b\I- passed
away

| pectedly
at  his

& June 13,
2022 due
to health
compli-
cations from a long battle
with addiction.

He was born April 4,
1978 in Spencer, WV to
Kathy McCumbers and
the late, Danny McCum-
bers.

In addition to his fa-
ther he was preceded in
death by his sister, Dawn
McCumbers;  grandpar-
ents, Eugene and Maxine
Bennett and Stanley and
Elizabeth Kowalski; and
his favorite aunt, Rosie
Bennett.

Jason was a beloved fa-
ther to his seven year old
daughter, Leah. He was
also a son, brother, un-
cle, nephew, cousin and
friend to many. He was a
1996 graduate of Braxton
County High School. He
enjoyed spending time
with his daughter, listen-
ing to music, and hunting
and fishing.

Besides Jason’s daugh-
ter he leaves behind his
mother, Kathy McCum-
bers; and sisters, Danni-
elle Lilly (David) and Ni-
cole Cottrell (Richard).

In lieu of flowers the
family requests donations
be made to the family or to
Roach Funeral Home, 708
Braxton St., Gassaway,
WV 26624 to assist with
his funeral services.

We appreciate your
thoughts and prayers and
ask that you also say a
prayer for those still lost in
their addiction and all the
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families who love them.

Jason’s funeral ser-
vice was 1 P.M. Saturday,
June 18, 2022 at Rosedale
United Methodist Church
with Pastor Larry Ben-
nett officiating. Interment
followed in the Mill Fork
Cemetery, Rosedale.

Visitation was two
hours prior to the service
at the church.

Words of comfort and
fond memories may be
extended to the family at
www.roachfuneralhome.
com.

Johnson Leo
Holsberry, Jr

Johnson Leo Holsberry,
Jr., 83, of Cromwell, Con-
necticut, passed away

Monday, June 13,
< 2022 after a long
illness.

He was the
son of Johnson Leo Hols-
berry, Sr. & Leone Beat-
tie Holsberry, of Rainelle,
WYV. John was a graduate
of Rainelle High School,
Class of 1957, served
proudly in the United
States Air Force, and re-
ceived a degree in Educa-
tion from Concord College
in 1965. He was a lifelong
member of the Rainelle
United Methodist Church
and was a founding mem-
ber of the West Virginia
Athletic Director’s Asso-
ciation.

He is survived by his
wife Janet DeVizio of
Cromwell, CT, his children
Johnson L. Holsberry, III
of Morgantown, WV and
Virginia L. Norris of Fair-
mont, WYV., stepdaugh-
ter, Candice DeVizio of
Cromwell, CT and five
grandchildren: Michael ]J.
Norris and Chad M. Nor-
ris, both of Fairmont, WV,
and Lexi McArthur, Mi-
chelle McArthur and Jerry
Teves, of Cromwell, CT .

He will be interred at
Wallace Memorial Gar-
dens in Rainelle, West
Virginia, with a memorial
service TBA.

In lieu of flowers, the
family asks that donations
are made to the American
Cancer Society in honor of
the deceased.

Everett Lee “Zeb” Sharp

Everett Lee “Zeb”
Sharp, 79, of Bolair, passed
away
after
a sud-
den ill-
ness on
June 12,
§ 2022 at
Webster
Nursing
& Rehab
He was born in
Webster Springs on May
24, 1943, the son of Lee
Roy Sharp and June Ham-
rick Sharp.

Zeb grew up in Web-
ster County and spent his
working life in Delta, PA,
working for Whiteford
Packing Co. When Whit-
eford closed, he ran a farm
for several years.

He returned to Webster
County in 2000. He loved
to cut firewood, work on
lawnmowers, hunt and
ride his side by side. He
lived a simple life and
could fix anything with a
pair of pliers and some tie
wire.

Left to cherish his mem-
ory are his three daugh-
ters, Peggy Reynolds of
PA, Sandra Lee “Sam”
Granruth of Welch, WV
and Sandra Cogar Young
of Bolair, WV, his two
brothers, Charles Sharp of
WV and Edgar Sharp of
MD; his two sisters, Edna
Larmore of Bolair, WV
and Eloise Sharp of Wash-
ington; 11 grandchildren;
6  great-grandchildren;
and several nieces and
nephews and extended
family and friends to
mourn his passing.

His house was always
open to everyone. Along
with his parents, he was
preceded in death by his
daughter, Tammy Reyn-

Center.

olds; his long-time com-
panion, Betty Reynolds;
brother, Eugene Sharp;
grandsons Jeremiah Reyn-
olds and Jeffrey Cole
Young; and son-in-law Jef-
frey A. Young.

A graveside service was
held on June 18, 2022 at
2:00 PM at Salem United
Methodist Church Ceme-
tery, 5042 Delta Road, Air-
ville, Pennsylvania and he
will be buried alongside
his beloved, Betty.

Online condolences
may be left to the family
at www.doddreedfh.com.

Dodd & Reed Funeral
Home is honored to be
serving Everett’s family.

Martha L. Vigus

(nee) Currence
Martha L. Vigus (nee)
Currence, Born June 15,
: 1941,
Passed
away
June 15,

She
W a s
born in
Bull-
town,
W.V. to William and La-
Von ( Mick) Currence.

She leaves behind ex-
husband/best friend Ron,
children Mari-Lynn

(Marvin) Evans, Wil-
liam Fisher,Mona (Dean)
Clevenger, Lisa ( Jesse)
Vigus-Pierson. grandchil-
dren Zachary, Samantha,
and Tyler. Great grand-
children Connor and Av-
ery.

She went to Glenville
State College and was also
Miss Summersville.

She spent the rest of her
life in Akron, Ohio where
she managed multiple
buildings and later retired
from Pepsi Cola, although
you never saw her with-
out a Coke in her hand.

She was always willing
to travel at the drop of a
hat and loved reading true
crime novels.

She was one of a kind
with a sense of humor
like no other and will be
missed by all who knew
her.

There will be no service
per Martha’s request. In
lieu of flowers donations
can be made to the Hu-
mane Society in honor of
her beloved dog Bud and
her many cats.

Jerrold K. Widener

Jerrold K. Widener, 80,
of Hacker Valley, passed
away on
M June 16,
2022 at
St.  Jo-
seph’s
Hospital
in Buck-
hannon.
Born
Sep -
tember 2, 1941 in Braxton
County, he was the son of
the late Herbert and Hilda
Fowler Widener.

He was meticulous in
all of his affairs, always
having things in order.
He enjoyed the outdoors

and spending time with
his family. To him, family
was everything.

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in
death by his grandparents
Dee and Idena Widener;
brother, Donald Widener,
grandsons, Kirby Uhl and
Zachary Raber; and great-
grandson Caiden Bailey.

He is survived by his
wife of just shy of 58 years,
Mary Sue Whitney Wid-
ener; his five loving chil-
dren, Debora Laws, John
Widener, Marcelle (Hen-
ry) Raber, Mark (Rebecca)
Widener, and Jerrold E.
Widener; grandchildren,
Jennifer (Nate) Brady,
Erica (James) Anderson,
Cody Helms, Sara (Jus-
tin) Raber, Joshua Raber,
Matthew (Estrella) Raber,
Daniel Reidenbach, Seth
Widener, Benjamin Wid-
ener, Rachel Widener,
Lilyanna Widener, Luke
Widener, Ethan Widen-
er, Jacob Widener, Liam
Widener, and Isabella
Widener; great-grand-
children, Jesse (Hanna)
Brady, Justus (Caitline)
Brady, Lewis Brady, Lu-
cas Brady, James Ander-
son,, Leland Anderson,
Abigail Anderson, and
Piper Helms; great-great-
grandchildren Mackenzie
Brady and Ryan Brady;
and many other extend-
ed family and friends to
mourn his passing.

In keeping with his
wishes, cremation has
taken place. Private cel-
ebration of life services
will be held at a later date.

Online  condolences
may be sent to the family
at www.doddreedfh.com.

Dodd & Reed Funeral
Home is honored to be
serving the Widener fam-

ily.

Friends
Continued from Page 2

braries were fashioned at
the Friends’ request by
the BCHS Construction
class utilizing donated re-
cycled materials.

This fall the Friends
of Sutton Library will ar-
range a presentation by
“Harriet Tubman” from
the Humanities Council
for several classes at Sut-
ton and Flatwoods Ele-
mentary Schools. This pre-
sentation was previously
planned and postponed
during the pandemic. In
the past “Sacagawea” and
“Charles Schultz” presen-
tations have been enjoyed
through the Friends’ ef-
forts. Apple butter mak-
ing and the annual Baked
Steak dinner were also
discussed for the fall.

Friends of the Sut-
ton Library welcomes all
who would like to work
in support of the library
activities, presenting chil-
dren’s programs and con-
tributing to the commu-
nity of Braxton County.
Find more information at
the Sutton Library or call
Pat at 765-7873.

From the family
of Wanda Bender

Perhaps you sent a
lovely card or sat quietly
in a chair.

Perhaps you sent a flo-
ral piece, If so, we saw it
there.

Perhaps you spoke the
kindest words

As any friends could
say, Perhaps you were
not there at allJust
thought of us this day.

Whatever you did
to console our hearts,
We thank you so much,
Whatever the part.

We would like to
wish a special thank
you to Randy Conrad,
Dr. Lindsey and staff,
Ruby Memorial MICU
doctors and staff for all
the care they provided
in Wanda’s last days.
Sincerest gratitude also
to Reverand Delmas
Singleton and Stockert
Funeral Home for all the
kindness and support
they showed in this dif-
ficult time.

Thank you all.

Flatwoods Monster Fest

The Flatwoods Mon-
ster Fest will be held

on Friday, July Ist
from 1:00-5:00 P.M.
Vendors, bring own

table ,Chairs and Tent,
$25.00 to setup. There

will be music, games
and food. The event
will be located at lot
across from Flatwoods
Funeral Call 304-678-
7334 for info or appli-
cation.
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On the Other Side of the Mountain
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Burnsville Community
Center Event Bookings

Are you looking for a without kitchen.
place to host an event? For more information
If so, the Burnsville or to book your event,
Community Center is please call 304-853-2605
available for bookings. Monday through Friday,
Reasonable rates with or 8:30am to 4:30pm.

KMGH Cemetery Notice

Kanawah  Memorial cemetery plots will raise
Gardens of Heaters an- to $200.
nounces that on July Ist From the trustees.

Gassaway Public Library
Summer Reading Program

Oceans of Possibilities tivities Lunch Kits Provided
dates: June 27, July 5, July 25, by Mountaineer Food Bank
August 1. Time 11:00 am. Something for all age groups:
Story Time / Exciting Ac- Toddler — 18 years of age

Braxto

“iiACHoDRG
| soproRTUBIEY

n Manor

128 James H. Lemon Dr.
Gassaway, WV 26624

Now Accepting Applications
Rental Assistance Available
Exculsively designed for persons 62
years of age or older and persons

handicapped regardless of age.

Rent is based on income.
Equal Housing Opportunity
304-364-2669
TTY TDD 1-800-982-8771

This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer
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The weather pattern
continues with periods
of extremes, sometimes
excessive rainfall, some-
times with unseen high
temperatures for June.

The garden and the
pastures are performing
well, with unprecedented
lush growth, good ger-
mination and abundance
in production. No com-
plaints so far. When it is
very hot and humid, it
sometimes makes it hard
to spend many hours
outside, doing demand-
ing, physical work, like
weed eating on a steep
hill side in full sun, fixing
fences in challenging ter-
rain, or sawing up a dead
tree that fell on the drive-
way or a fence. We are
familiar with this kind of
work, but the heat factor
taxes our endurance and
stamina.

Last week I wrote
about using Bt sprays to
control cabbage worms.
Of course the same prod-
uct is effective against
corn borers, and web-cat-
erpillars on blueberries.
Actually, against any
caterpillars that cause
potential damage on our
crops.

We tend to find all
kinds of solutions to
plant diseases and insect
attacks. I have read sev-
eral times that the “Brix-
factor” plays a big role
in plant health. Brix is a
measurement of sugar,
vitamin, minerals and
other contents in plant
juice which can be accu-
rately determined with
a light refractometer. It
was invented by Adolf
Brix in the first part of
the 19 hundreds. It is pri-
marily used by the wine,
fruit juice and honey
industries to measure
the sugar levels of their
products.

There are many vine-
yards in Switzerland
along lakes and in the
Rhone valley. They are
privately owned, but no-
body is allowed to pick
grapes for wine produc-
tion without the permis-
sion of the experts who
test the grapes for the
perfect sugar content to
make the quality wine
the region is known for.
Once the optimal level
(22 to 26 degrees) is reg-
istered, the region gets
the go-ahead for pick-
ing the grapes that week,
which is called locally
“the leset”, translated
“the picking”.

Brix levels are as
important  for garden
plants as it is for grapes.
The higher the Brix con-
tent, the better the flavor.
Generally, Brix levels 12
degrees and above are
ideal for vegetables. To
explain the Brix indicator
not using the metric sys-
tem is to imagine about
a quarter cup of water

®

which contains one thir-
tieth of an ounce of sug-
ar, making this 1-degree
Brix. So, 12 degrees would
come close to a little less
than half an ounce of sug-
ar to a quarter cup of wa-
ter. I hope I got this right!
People who measure the
Brix of their produce, ex-
tract juice from a plant by
breaking down the leaves
with a mortar and pestle
method, then extracting
a few drops with a garlic
press. The refractometer
only needs 2 or 3 drops
to measure the sugar and
mineral content. Brix lev-
els and soil health are
very closely related.

Plant sap contains
sugar created by photo-
synthesis in leaves. The
plant has the capacity to
shuttle the sugar contain-
ing sap from its leaves to
other parts of itself where
it senses it might be need-
ed. Some of the sugar that
is manufactured during
the day when photosyn-
thesis takes place, is sent
down to the root zone
during nighttime. This is
to feed the beneficial mi-
crobes that surround the
plant’s roots, it is a perfect
symbiotic relationship
between plants and soil
microbes. The microbes
return the favor of receiv-
ing free food, by making
nutrients available to the
plant. I read that this spe-
cial relationship between
microbes and plants, in-
cluding trees, has been in
action for over 500 million
years. 90% of all plants on
our planet have this spe-
cial unique management
system. There are two
mycorrhizae (fungi) that
are important for grow-
ing. One forms a web-

like structure around the
roots of plants, the other
one penetrates the root
system and becomes part
of the cells.

The web-like arrange-
ment is like an extension
of the roots, possibly
increasing the nutrient
uptake up to 700 times.
All soil microbes are im-
portant in biomass de-
composition, mineral
circulation, maintaining
soil structure and making
nutrients available to the
plant. We can invite these
beneficial soil dwellers
by adding organic matter
in the from of compost
and mulch. Crop rotation
encourages different mi-
crobes to populate our
garden.

It is important not to
think of microbes as fer-
tilizer, but rather as the
means of making fertiliz-
er available to their hosts.
There has to be a balance
of nitrogen, phosphorus
and potassium, as well as
the right pH level in the
soil to make everything
work out well. The result
will be a healthier plant,
more resistance to frosts,
drought conditions, dis-
eases, insect attacks,
better tasting, packing
more vitamins and trace
minerals, green crops
looking darker green, to-
matoes and peppers tast-
ing sweeter. The yields
should be higher too. If
the soil is depleted by
mismanagement, prod-
ucts that contain mycor-
rhizae can be applied, but
always keep in mind that
the soil inhabitants are al-
ways present where any-
thing is growing, the plant
and its friends are totally
dependent on each other,

ever since the first plants
started here on Earth. I
find this extraordinarily
wonderful! While I was
looking into the symbi-
otic relationship of soil
microbes and plants, the
philosophical  question
was raised if it was a to-
tally symbiotic connec-
tion or if there could be
some dominance on one
part. The answer always
was that we don’t know
yet.

Some weeks back I
mentioned that brassicas
( broccoli, cauliflower,
kales and cabbage) are
the exemption to the
symbiotic  relationship
described above. Some-
times these crops exude
chemicals that will Kkill
soil microbes. Apparent-
ly, blueberries also don’t
need any soil companion-
ship.

We are surrounded
by nature’s abundance
and beauty in WV and
when you walk or drive
through our green hills
or are attracted by the
beauty of a flower, re-
member it is all related
to the mutual, beneficiary
relationship between liv-
ing organisms in the soil
and the plants above it.

As 1 was writing this
column I wondered If
plants might be smarter
than us. They seek each
other out, they cooperate,
while we reject anybody
who is different from us,
and we think that any
problem can be solved
with a powerful, military
weapon. Of course, we
don’t go back 500 million
years, so maybe there is
a glimmer of hope for
improvement, an evolu-
tionary change.

Dog Tails: Adoptable Dogs at the
Braxton County Animal Shelter

Are you looking to add
a four legged, tail wagging
member to your family?
Rescues from the Braxton
County Animal Shelter
are looking for their final
“Furever” homes and are
anxious to meet you.

There is a reason we call
them man'’s best friend. We
can learn so many things
from a dog’s behavior, per-
sonality, demeanor, resilien-
cy, and most importantly,
the willingness to provide
their family members with
unconditional love, loyalty,
and companionship down
to their very last breath.
BCAS is open Monday
through Friday from 10-3.

There is no charge to
surrender a dog, but dona-
tions toward their care are
appreciated. Adoptions are
$99.00 for male dogs and
$119.00 for female dogs,
and include spay/neuter,
rabies vaccination, parvo/
distemper vaccination, ken-
nel cough vaccination, flea
treatment and deworming.
No dog will leave the shel-
ter unfixed and we are very
willing to work with repu-

" table 5013 rescues.

Please call the shelter for
vet pricing and ask for our
adoption/rescue coordina-
tor Megan at (304)765-2200

This sweet girl is Sasha,
she is a five to six month old
lab mix who weighs thirty-
five pounds. She is already
such a good girl! Sasha has
the sweetest disposition.

She is great with small chil-
dren, other dogs, and has
been around horses. No cats
for Sasha please. This smart
girl knows sit, lay, come,
shake and walks great on a
leash. She’s only had acci-
dents in the home when no
one is around to let her out

to potty.

Molly is a five month old
female Blue Heeler/Beagle
mix. Molly is crate trained
and has lived indoors before
but still needs some work
with house training as she
has had accidents when no
one is home. She has been
around small children and
other dogs but does not do
well with chickens! Molly
loves toys and playing with
other dogs. This girl is very
sweet and would make an
excellent family companion.

S AN
Rowdy and Rascal
These sweet boys are lit-
ter mates who are now ten
months old. Their momma
is a Great Dane and we can’t
be sure the breed of the fa-
ther of this litter. They have
lived mainly outdoors and
were very timid when they
came to the shelter but they

are warming up to our staff
quickly. These guys have
been around children and
are very gentle, do not jump
up at all. They are also dog
social and have been around
chickens and rabbits as well.
They love a good game of
tug with a rope or toy.

Meet Josie, She is a
four year old female Black
and Tan who came to our
shelter as a stray from
the Burnsville city limits
area. We believe she has
only ever lived outdoors.
She walks excellent on a
leash and is in great phys-
ical health. She has dog
tested great here in the
shelter and is a very gen-
tle personality. We think
she would be good with
children bc she does not
jump up and is very laid
back. Josie does have that
hound dog howl but we
don’t hear it often.

Braxton Co. Animal
Shelter has been given the
opportunity to provide
five free dog spay sur-
gery vouchers per month,
to low-income Braxton
County families. (One per
household) These vouch-
ers may be obtained by
completing a Spay Assis-
tance Application, which
can be picked up and sub-
mitted at the animal shel-
ter during business hours.
Vouchers will be good for
30 days. BCAS reserves
the right to deny financial
assistance for any reason.



Just One Generation: Kitty Korner

Just One Generation
cat rescue was started in
2013 in response to the
severe feline overpopu-
lation in this area. Our
initial emphasis was on
the Trap, Neuter, and
Release (TNR) of feral
cats as well as to facili-
tate the spay/neuter of
domestic cats.

Adoption of owner-
less cats and kittens
came later, as was in-
corporated with the pro-
gram because there was
no place else for these
animals to go.

But, due to previous-
ly made travel plans and
family commitments,
Just One Generation
will NOT be available to
take in new animals or
to adopt cats and kittens
during the months of
June, July, and August
2022.

Our spay/neuter
assistance program
will continue during
this time. If you have
thoughtfully considered
pet ownership, now-
may be the time to add
a feline friend to your
family.

Our program cur-
rently has multiple
healthy, social cats and
kittens that are available
for a modest adoption
fee, that includes im-
munizations, deworm-
ing, flea protection, as
well as spay/neuter and
rabies vaccine when the
kittens are four months
old.

Featured today are
several cats and kittens
waiting for homes of

their own.

They represent a few
of the 14 kittens we cur-
rently have ready for
placement.

This group of 14
will be the last kittens
we have available this
season.

Our usual adoption
fee has been reduced
to $40 each of two for
$65, which includes
the spay/neuter/rabies

Happy: 8 week old
short-haired brown tab-
by female

vaccine at Central WV [y

Animal Hospital in Gas-
saway when they are 4
months old.

Additional photos of
these and other available
cats and kittens can be
seen on petfinder.com
by entering a search for
CATS at location 26623
or on the Just One Gen-
eration Facebook page.
Contact Sally Stewart.
as 304-364-4136 to ar-
range a visit or for addi-
tional information.

Layla: 9 week old
long-haired female tor-
toiseshell

Sunkist: 8 week
old short haired orange
tabby male

Sundance: 10
month old neutered
male, short-haired or-
ange/white

Doc: 8 week old
short-haired male silver
tabby

This Week in West Virginia History

The

The following events
happened on these dates
in West Virginia his-
tory. To read more, go to
e-WV: The West Virginia
Encyclopedia at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.

June 22, 1926: Earl
Olgebay died in Cleve-
land. He was one of West
Virginia’s most success-
ful industrialists and a
generous benefactor.

o Y = 3 ]
June 23, 1944: A tor-
nado struck Shinnston
and the surrounding
area, killing 103 people
and injuring hundreds

more.

June 23, 2016: Eight
inches of rain fell in
a 12-hour period. The
Meadow, Cherry and Elk
rivers, as well as Howard
Creek, flooded down-
towns and The Green-
brier resort and killed
23 people.

June 24, 1842: Au-
thor Ambrose Bierce was
born. Bierce found the

setting for some of his
famous short stories in
the mountains of Civil
War-era West Virginia.

June 25, 1811:
Bridge builder Lemuel
Chenoweth was born
near Beverly, Randolph
County. His many bridg-
es also included the ear-
liest covered bridge at
Beverly and the famous
Philippi covered bridge.

June 26, 1887:
Sheriff Don Chafin was
born in Logan County.
Chafin was a bitter foe
of union organizers and,
with financial support
from coal companies,
used his many deputies
to keep labor organizers
out of Logan County.
June 26, 1892: Pearl
Buck was born in Hills-
boro in the home of her
maternal grandparents.
She received the Nobel
Prize for Literature for

Good Earth.

Jack Freeman and Hal Greer

June 26, 1936: Bas-
ketball star Harold Ever-
ett “Hal” Greer was born
in Huntington. Greer
was the first African-
American athlete to play
at Marshall College (now
University). During his
three-year college ca-
reer, Greer scored 1,377
points and averaged
19.4 points per game.

June 27, 1897: Mu-
sician Maceo Pinkard
was born in Bluefield.
Pinkard became one
of the most successful
songwriters of the 1920s
Jazz Era.

June 28, 1936:
Athlete Charles Louis
“Chuck” Howley was
born in Wheeling, How-
ley played linebacker
for 12 seasons for the
Dallas Cowboys. He was
named All-Pro six times
and named to six Pro
Bowls.

e-WV: The West Vir-
ginia Encyclopedia is a
project of the West Vir-
ginia Humanities Coun-
cil. For more informa-
tion, contact the West
Virginia Humanities
Council, 1310 Kanawha
Blvd. E., Charleston, WV
25301; (304) 346-8500;
or visit e-WV at www.
wvencyclopedia.org.
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Wash Houses Part 2

By: Jeanette Riffle

Last week I wrote
about my Grandmother
Stewart’s wash house
and my husband had a
story for me. He remem-
bers a wash house at the
Shock log cabin that
was even bigger than
Granny’s. It had clothes
lines to hang the laun-
dry there on rainy days.
Laundry was done with
a wash board and two
wash tubs. There was a
fire pit outside to boil
water and a dug well
with a stone curb. Buck-
ets of water were drawn
up for the galvanized
tubs. One for the soapy
hot water and one for
the cold rinse water.
The laundry products
were stored in the wash

house as well as clutter
that needed a place to
go. The wash board was
used until electric came
to Shock. What a job
wash day was !

There was a table to
cure meat on and deer
were hung in there.
There were 6 out build-
ings. I remember the
corn crib, two chicken
houses, toilet house
and Grandpa Riffle’s
shack. I remember look-
ing in the wash house
one time and seeing a
big buck deer hanging
by it’s hind legs. There
was a rope around it’s
hind legs and tied to
a rafter at the ceiling.
The deer was hanging
upside down. The wash
house was torn down in

Pat’s

Chats

By Pat Ridpath

Father’s Day is today,
June 19. 2022. I saw in
a recent paper that Fa-
ther’s Day also began
in West Virginia, as did
Mother’s Day. I hope
you will enjoy this poem
I wrote long ago. If you
remember my dad, I
hope you will think of
him when you read this.
Many people who grew
up in Burnsville, West
Virginia, remember him,
Harry Wiant, Sr. Many
have told me he was
their favorite teacher.
He was my teacher in
8th grade for some class-
es. I liked him, too. 1
used this poem last year,
but as I reread it today,
it brought me to tears. I
miss him so much, and
I also miss my broth-
ers and sister who I
lost almost all at once,
it seemed. First Sonny
Oct. 31, 2020, then al-
most immediately I lost
Sammy on December 15,
the same year. I didn’t
really recover from that
before the time Mary
Ann died a little over a
year later, on Mar. 19,
2022.

MY LAUGHING
DAD
My memory of Daddy

as I was but a tot

Is mostly of his jok-
ing and how he laughed
a lot.

He kept us all in
stitches, he’d laugh and
giggle so

When he told an oft-
repeated joke that we’'d
already know.

His laughter was con-
tagious as measles in the
spring.

How often we were
laughing in my “remem-
bering.”

I remember how
when he would leave to
teach school every day,

He’'d kiss us on top
our heads to miss oat-
meal gone astray.

I also see his jaunty
stride as homeward
bound he came,

Whistling a merry
tune that called us from
our game.

We'd race to meet
him, and we’d vie to car-
ry home the mail,

And search the lunch
remains for bites, and
fight to hold the pail.

I always thought my
dad could do just almost
anything,

Like paint a house or
fix a roof or mend a bro-
ken spring.

I well remember why
he said he bought a dav-
enport

Was so he’d get us
married off when boys
would come to court.

If broken springs
were gouging through
there’d be no place to sit!

Daddy kept our child-
hood bright with all his
crazy wit.

He built a bathroom
long ago to save us from
the path,

But sometimes still a
trail he’d make when we
were in the bath.

My momma said it'd
take five more to satisfy
our “herd.”

And only once do I
recall him say a naughty
word!

That was when he
was changing a closet
into a doorway.

The hammer slipped
and cut his eye and, oh!
to my dismay

He cried in pain, a

later years ,as well as
all the other old build-
ings, to make room for a
big double wide for the
Gary Moore family.

We have had a cou-
ple of nice cool days
this weekend. What a
blessed relief from that
hot, humid weather that
was more like the dog
days of summer. I've
had a lot of allergy sick-
ness and have been in a
lot under the AC. Did
anyone see the straw-
berry moon as they
were calling it ? I saw it
on FB and it did indeed
look pink.

Until next time, ev-
eryone stay as cool and
comfortable as you can.
The heat is supposed to
come back.

Take care and God
bless!
word that gave his little
girl a shock,

And later he said it
was not a word that I
should mock.

Another incident I can
recall so vividly once
more

Is when I saw that
great big boulder rolling
toward our door.

My Dad was at our
garden pump and saw
that rock descending.

It bounced first this a
way, then that, eyes fol-
lowing its wending.

It finally stopped on a
flat ledge, causing us no
harm.

I was scared and so
was Dad!  Relief re-
placed alarm!

I remember also plain
as day the time the bees
were mad

And started buzzing
all around and then took
after Dad!

I saw him pass the
window, feet ‘way in
front of head,

But by his yelp I knew
that he was not the one
who led.

My laughing Dad
made life at home a hap-
py place to grow.

How much I loved
and honored him, 1
wanted him to know,

I hope for my own
children the happiness I
had

When growing up
with my dear Mom and
my sweet, laughing Dad.

Maranatha

Fri &
Starts at

hitps:iiwww.facebook.com'elktheatre

ELK THEATRE

192 Main Street Sutton WV 304 765 2519

June 24-25 2022

Admission is $10 a day for the double feature.
Same price both nights!

On the Trail of Bigfoot: the Journey
and
On the Trail of Bigfoot: Discovery

Of /90 0} 410
% Part of the WV Bigfoot Festival ﬁ%
© OR%:H

NO 3D

Sat
5:30PM

wearn.olktheatre.com

Coffmans
Insurance
Agency, Inc.

P.0. Box 510 Birch River, WV 26610

Home Owners Policies
Mobile Homes - Modulars - Sectionals
Farm and Business Insurance
and MORE!

For rates and appointments
Call Garry Coffman today!
1(800)261-3626 - H (304)649-8702 - C (304)649-5931

Harry Wiant, Burnsville, WV, School Teacher and
world’s best dad.
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Buy it! Sell it! Find it fast!

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED: RK Con-
struction Hiring for Cement
Masons and Concrete Fin-
ishers Trainee. Seeking em-
ployee willing to enter on
the job training to learn and
develop the cement masonry
skills and task. Minorities
are encouraged to apply. RK
Construction is an Equal Em-
ployment Opportunity Com-
pany. Starting Wage $34.05.
Submit resume via -USPS at
RK Construction office at 47
Omers Dr Frametown WV
26623 -email rkyerconstruct@
aol.com -Fax 304-364-2815.
6-147-6b

JIM C. HAMER COMPANY
NOW HIRING MULTIPLE
POSITIONS: State Of The
Art Lumber Sorting System;
New Pallet Manufacturing
Facility; Attendance Bonus;
Safety Bonus; Weekly Pay;
Great Work Environment;
Paid Vacation & Holidays;
Competitive Medical, Dental
& Vision Benefits; Retirement
Plan. Contact Us At (304)
847-2484 Or Apply In Person
At Our Curtin Mill, 111 Mill
Run Road. The Jim C. Hamer
Company Is Committed To
A Drug-Free Workplace. All
Applicants Will Be Subject
To A Pre-Employment Drug
Screening. All Qualified Can-
didates Are Also Welcome

ALL STATE PAVING

Driveway paving & Repair -Garage
Floors - Sidewalks - Patios - & More!
We also seal coat driveways!
Over 40 years experience!
FREE ESTIMATES
304.472.8097 - 301.363.5556

Richard L Small, Owner
Licensed & Insured WV 014137

To Apply Through Our Ad
On Indeed Or Our Website
www jimchamer.com

6-14 7-6b

FOR RENT: 4 Bedroom
1-story newer brick house
with garage in Summers-
ville. $750 plus deposit. Elec-
tric heat. No pets. 304-644-
5550 TF

IN BRAXTON

FOR SALE: 3 acres mostly
hillside, electric, water al-
ready on property. Will in-
stall sewage system. Suit-
able for trailer. On busy
highway. Old junk trailer
sitting there. $65,000 No
land contract. Call 304-
765-5693 5-24 6-21p

FOR SALE 1962 Mas-
sey Furgason 50 Se-
ries with bush hog and
blade $2,500 304 765-5924
TF

NO TRESPASSING on the
Jett property at 305 River
Street, Sutton between the al-
ley and the Elk River. There
will be electronic surveil-
lance. Not responsible for ac-
cidents. Bill Jett. 5-10 6-26p

NO PARKING NO TRES-
PASSING at Bill Mowery,
130 Virginia Street, Gassa-
way, WV. Towed at owner’s
expense.

6-1 6-21p

NOTICE OF INTENT: As of
the filing of this letter, it shall
be known that Daniel Paul
White legally has control
over % of the 59.5 acres of the
old Paul D. Riffle homestead
located at the end of the left
fork of Seng Run Road in Lit-
tle Birch, Braxton County,
West Virginia. Steven Earl
Riffle has a ¥4 interest in only
the 4 acres located at the old
home and the wooded area
directly behind it. There will
be no trailers, RV’s, vehicles
or any further items left on
said property that will not
be towed at the owner’s ex-
pense without written per-
mission provided by Daniel
Paul White. There will be no
further  Trespassing/Hunt-
ing/Trapping or any further
activity on the entirety of
the 59.5 acres without writ-
ten permission provided by
Daniel Paul White. This does
not of course preclude any
actions upon the remaining
55.5 acres wherein % control
is in the legal ownership of a
third party and therefore he
may access said area to hunt.
Mr. Riffle is free to access the
4 acres wherein he has an
Y4 interest to hunt. I apolo-
gize now for the necessity of
having to publish this cor-
respondence. However, the
false information being re-
peatedly stated by Mr. Riffle
must come to an end. Daniel
Paul White will not be re-
sponsible for any accidents/
injuries which may occur
upon said property during
any illegal trespassing activi-
ties. 6-14 6-21b

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO
MEDICAL BILLING! Be-
come a Medical Office Pro-
fessional online at CTI! Get
Trained, Certified & ready
to work in months! Call
877-635-0244. The Mission,
Program Information and
Tuition is located at Ca-
reerTechnical.edu/consumer-
information. (M-F 8am-6pm
ET)

and pick up
focation!

NS K 5YS)

Your local drop off

New local
Drop-off and Pick-up
Location in Sutton

501 Main Street Sutton, WV

Monday Drop-off & Pick-up

Dry Cleaning

Panls

Skirt
Coats/Blazers
Suit

Dress
Blousa/Shirt
Sweaater

Heavy Coat (Hip Length)

Heavy Coat (Long)

8.95
8.4a5
8.95
17.90
17,90
8.90
9.50
19.75
22,75

Heavy'Coats

Laundry

Shirts

Wash

Pants (Extra Heavy Starch + 1.00)
Wash and Fold

3.65
940
208 Per Pound

{10.25 minimum charge}

Linens

forter {Full’Queen)

41.50
23.00

(Down Fllled + 5.00)

Extra charge for silks, beads,
leather trim, down filled, etc.

STATE WIDE

CLASSIFIEDS

EARN $15,000 - $40,000
OVER 5 YEARS #1 Hunting
Lease Company In America
Customize your contract.
Call Base Camp Leasing |
(888) 871-1982

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED
LIVING, memory care, or
independent living? A Place
for Mom simplifies the pro-
cess of finding senior living
at no cost to your family.
Call 1-888-918-8270 today!

STROKE AND CARDIO-
VASCULAR DISEASE are
leading causes of death, ac-
cording to the American
Heart Association. Screen-
ings can provide peace of
mind or early detection!
Contact Life Line Screening
to schedule your screening.
Special offer - 5 screenings
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-
3562

DON'T LET THE STAIRS
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY!
Discover the ideal solution
for anyone who struggles on
the stairs, is concerned about
a fall or wants to regain ac-
cess to their entire home.

Call AmeriGlide today!
1-844-592-5113
PORTABLE OXYGEN

CONCENTRATOR May Be
Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mo-
bility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 833-274-3943

UP TO $15,000.00 OF
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to
help pay funeral and other
final expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 888-217-5559 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE
from Physicians Mutual In-
surance Company. Coverage
for 350 plus procedures. Real
dental insurance - NOT just
a discount plan. Do not wait!

Call now! Get your FREE
Dental Information Kit with
all the details! 1-855-405-
3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL
SECURITY DISABILITY or
Appealing a Denied Claim?
Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.
Our case managers simplify
the process & work hard to
help with your case. Call
1-844-448-0317 FREE Con-
sultation. Local Attorneys
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St
NW, Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM
Bar.)]

GREEN ROADS’ PAIN
RELIEF CREAM. Great for
backaches, arthritis, muscle
aches & more. Get pain re-
lief exactly where you need
it most. Use code: PAIN to
get three FREE gifts! Visit
http://greencbdtoday.com/

wvpress

4G LTE HOME INTERNET
Now Available! Get GotW3
with lightning fast speeds
plus take your service with
you when you travel! As
low as $109.99/mo! 833-586-
1598

DIRECTYV Stream - The Best
of Live & On-Demand On
All Your Favorite Screens.
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on
20 devices in your home at
once. HBO Max included for
3 mos (w/CHOICE Package
or higher.) No annual con-
tract, no hidden fees! Some
restrictions apply. Call IVS
1-855-656-0296

DIRECTV NOW. No Satel-
lite Needed. $40/month. 65
Channels. Stream Breaking
News, Live Events, Sports &
On Demand Titles. No An-
nual Contract. No Commit-
ment. CALL 1-855-767-6026
DISH Network. $64.99 for
190 Channels! Blazing Fast
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where
available.) Switch & Get a
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming
on ALL Devices. Call today!
1-855-736-4350

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED
INTERNET. As Low As
$49.95/month (for the first
3 months.) Reliable High
Speed Fiber Optic Technol-

ogy. Stream Videos, Music
and More! Call Earthlink To-
day 1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE
INTERNET - 25mbps start-
ing at $49.99/mo! Get More
Data FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds.
WiFi built in! FREE Stand-
ard Installation for lease cus-
tomers! Limited Time, Call
1-877-567-2866

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices - No
payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available.
Call: 844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME
with Beautiful New Blinds
& Shades. FREE in-home
estimates make it conveni-
ent to shop from home. Pro-
fessional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA.
Call for free consultation:
877-802-8381. Ask about our
specials!

HANDS ON THE RIVER
MASSAGE, Geraldine
Gardner, LMT, 3422 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Charleston,
WV. Call (304) 541-9139 for
an appointment.

PREPARE FOR POWER
OUTAGES TODAY with a
GENERAC home standby
generator. $0 Money Down +
Low Monthly Payment Op-
tions. Request a FREE Quote
o Call now before the next

power outage: 1-844-901-
2301
THE GENERAC PWRCELL,

a solar plus battery stor-
age system. SAVE money,
reduce your reliance on the
grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home.
Full installation services
available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote today.
Call 1-833-310-1895

ELIMINATE GUTTER
CLEANING FOREVER!
LeafFilter, the most ad-

vanced debris-blocking gut-
ter protection. Schedule a
FREE LeafFilter estimate
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-844-295-
2840

LEGAL NOTICES

Braxton Democrat-Central

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS
NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of
Highways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when
prequalification is waived) being received at its office in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard
East, Charleston, West Virginia until July 12, 2022 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be
downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):

Call Contract

State Project

Federal Project

015 2022870006 RO087-REM/GR-23 00

Description
GUARDRAIL
D7 2023 REM GUARDRAIL
DISTRICTWIDE
COUNTY:DISTRICT

Proposals will be received from prequalified and West Virginia licensed contractors only except
that on Federal-Aid Projects a contractor’s license is not required at the time of bid, but will be
required before work can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration,
Division of Purchasing, in accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia
Code. All contractors submitting bids on project(s) must submit with their bid a Proposal Guaranty
Bond for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, whichever is greater.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to
defer, delay or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project
designated in this advertisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The
deferment, delay, postponement and the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened
will be available on www.bidx.com.

The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifies all bidders
that it will affirmatively ensure that in any contracts entered into pursuant to this advertisement,
minority business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this
invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or
national origin in consideration for an award.
West Virginia Department of Transportation

Division of Highways
Kenneth T. Given

for Gehan M. Elsayed, P.E., Ph.D.

Chief Engineer of Programs and Performance Management

Deputy State Highway Engineer

6-16 6-23b

TIRED OF LOW BANK INTEREST
RATES? TAKE A LOOK AT THIS!!

5.20% FIRST YEAR 60 MONTHS
4.20% vEars 2-5

3.20% GUARANTEED FOR 36 MONTHS

You can take an interest check or let the interest reinvest
tax-deferred. Certain minimums and restrictions apply!

Call us for details

Gauley Insurance Agency
Craigsville, W.Va.

1-304-742-5000 or 1-877-342-8539




This week, the Moun-
taineer Food Bank is
highlighting Laura Phil-
lips!

Laura is the Direc-
tor of Community Pro-
grams at Mountaineer
Food Bank. Laura has
been an employee of the
food bank for five years
and stepped into direct-
ing the Community Pro-
grams Department at the
Department’s onset in
July 2019. Laura gradu-
ated from Fairmont State
University with a Bach-
elor’s of Health Sciences.
Laura started at the food
bank as a member of the
Agency Relations team
before transitioning to
Director of Community
Programs.

Laura lives in Lewis
County, WV with her
husband along with their
sweet daughter, Madison

Laura Phillips, Director of Communlty Programs

Claire.
Thank you, Laura, for

all you do for the Moun-
taineer Food Bank.

Braxton County Soccer Club
Announces Early B1rd Reglstratlon

Braxton County Soccer
Club’s Fall 2022 Early Bird
Registration opens June
17th until June 30th.

Registration is for age
groups U4 to Ul2 (birth
year 2019-2011.)

Through June 30th,
there will be any early bird
discount applied to each
registered player. Regis-
tration cost for U4 players
will be $35. Registration
cost for U6-U12 players
is $45 per player by using
Promo code 91494.

After June 30th, Regis-
tration cost will increase,
so don’t delay.

To register, use the
“sign up” button at the
top of our Facebook page
or this link:

http://clubs.bluesom-

Early b1rd reglstratlon runs through ]une 30th.

brero.com/braxtoncoun-
tysc

You will be required to
upload a copy of the play-
er’s birth certificate and a
photo of the player at reg-
istration.

Coaches: Please ask us
about the Volunteer dis-
count before you register
your players.

If you have questions,
please contact Lindsey
Casto or Krystle Morris.

Steve Warren Service and Gospel Sing

It’s that time again. Yes,
Steve Warren of Cookev-
ille, TN will be at the Clo-
ver Fork Singing Grounds
in Orlando, WV on Friday
July 8th at 7:00pm and
Saturday July 9th at 12:00
noon.

Friday night Steve will
sing a few of his hit songs
and bring a message. Then

Flatwoods

The Flatwoods Mon-
ster Fest will be held on
Friday, July 1st from 1:00-
5:00 P.M.

Vendors, bring own

€3 jops0l o,

Saturday will be an after-
noon of singing. Just take
exit 79 off I-79 in Burns-
ville and follow the signs
to Orlando.

There is shelter and
plenty of seating, but you
may enjoy sitting in your
own lawn chair so feel
free to bring it along. No
admission charge. Rain

Monster Fest July 1st

table ,Chairs and Tent,
$25.00 to setup.

There will be music,
games and food.

The event will be lo-

or Shine! So come and
enjoy and evening and
afternoon of fellowship
with Us.

For more information
about Steve Warren visit
his website at www.ste-
vewarrenministries.com.
Contact Willie Shaver at
304-853-2418. See you
there!

cated at lot across from
Flatwoods Funeral.

Call 304-678-7334 for
info or application.
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Meet a Mountaineer Food An Endangered Spec1es
Bank Food Banker | '

By Larry Knight

The picture shows a
barn that has been re-
paired. What is interest-
ing is that it is a Mail
Pouch  tobacco  barn.
These barns were once
popular along country
roads. I guess you could
say they were the first
bilboards in advertising.
Mail Pouch chewing to-
bacco was once a popular
cud in West Virginia. The
mail pouch head quarters
was in Wheeling West
Virginia, the custom-
ers of the brand liked to
use a product from their
home state. Many an old
timer would turn down
an offer of another brand
of chewing tobacco. Usu-
ally the comment was
“too sweet”. The original
picture of a poke of Mail
Pouch was a Mail Pouch
on the side of the poke.
Yes in this case a poke
was not to punch some-
one it meant a package
of chewing tobacco. An
interrestee buyer would
say give me a poke of mail
pouch tobacco. The price
could sometime influence
the sale of a poke of any
brand. Most brands had 3
oz in the bag or poke some
only held 2 1/4 ounces.
The barn painting came
about by a tobacco com-
pany wanting to advertise
their product. An agree-
ment between the tobacco
company and the barn

O THE RERY

owner took place. The
tobacco company usually
agreed to make repairs to
the barn wall then paint
the advertisement on the
wall for a fee paid to the
barn owner. The barn
was usually located in
an area where there were
people that used tobacco
products. So the tobacco
company killed two birds
with one stone you might
say by making a deal with
the barn owner. The barn
owner was going to win
even if he did not chew
tobacco. If the farmer
grew tobacco then the
company more than like-
ly was going to help him
out with the sale of his
product and he was go-
ing to get something for
the use of his barn wall.
These old barn painters
were great they done the
same job where ever they
went to paint. The size of
the barn might change but
the advertisement would

stay the same. I believe in
the early 1960s the Mail
Pouch tobacco company
began producing a differ-
ent product besides their
original. The new product
was called the sweetened
or a product to attract new
customers. The new poke
was a some what sweeter
product that appealed to
new customers more than
the original and the poke
contained more chewing
which made a good point
for the user. Sadly things
change and so did the
barn painting this stopped
about the 1970s. West
Virginia had many of
them as well as the sur-
rounding states. Sadly
these old barns are be-
coming just a memory.
The barn in the picture
is gone nothing left but a
picture and a memory. I
can it seems still hear the
words “give me a poke
of Mail Pouch the sweet

”

one

Burnsville CEOS Club Holds Meeting

The Burnsville Com-
munity Educational
Outreach Service Club
(COS) met June 8th 2022
at the community build-
ing in Burnsville with
Bobbi Bragg Hostess.
The meeting was called
to order by President
Betty Carson with roll
call and pledge to the
flag.

For devotions Bever-
ley Monroe read from
one of Joseph Mazzella’s
articles from the paper.

Secretary/treasurer
read the minutes from
the previous meeting
and gave an update on
the good of the club.
We did a bake sale after
the Alumni Parade and
would like to thank all
of you for supporting
our club. All the pro-
ceeds go back into the
community and we ap-
preciate your generos-
ity. Thanks so much.

Some folks in the
community were sent

0"

L
H &
[
i
i

)

Camden, Tutor at Sutton Public Library.

Sutton Public Library Offers Free Summer Tutoring

In partnership with
the Braxton County
Board of Education, the
Sutton Public Library
is offering free tutoring
this summer for elemen-
tary through high school
students during library
hours.

Qualified tutors,
Camden and Grace, are
available to provide in-

dividualized assistance
to students in a variety of
subjects, and educational
goals are up to parents!
Camden is a sopho-
more at WV Wesleyan
College, majoring in
Physics and Engineering
and minoring in Psychol-
ogy. He will be specializ-
ing in middle school and
high school science and
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Grace, Tutor at Sutton Public Library.

math.

Grace has a B.A. in Art
History and Anthropol-
ogy. She will be special-
izing in reading, social
studies, fine arts, and
lower level science and
math.

Tutoring sessions are
flexible in time and day
to best fit you and your
child’s schedule. If you

are interested in this ser-
vice, please let the library
know by contacting (304)
765-7224 during business
hours for more informa-
tion.

Library hours are:
Monday: 8am-4pm, Tues-
day: 11am-7pm, Wednes-
day: Closed, Thursday:
1lam-7pm, Friday: 8am-
4pm.

cards and we hope you
are doing better.

Members who at-
tended the Weston Area
Meeting said they en-
joyed the day. This is the
first time I have missed
since I joined the club in
1997.

The Folk Festival is
coming up and the Brax-
ton County Belle is Pat
Drake from the Burns-
ville Club. She will be
in the parade on Satur-
day June 18th in Glen-
ville with belles from all
the counties. Past belles

from the Burnsville Club
will be there also.

We didn’t have a les-
son this month and
there were no committee
reports. We discussed
the changing of officers
and ways and means.
We also volunteer at the
county fair that is com-
ing up soon and spon-
sored a child to 4-H
Camp.

The next meeting will
be July 13th 2022 at the
Burnsville Mayor’s Of-
fice 10am. You are wel-
come to join us.

Class of 82 Reunion

Braxton County High
School Class of 1982
will be holding their
Class Reunion on July
2 at the 4-H pavilion at
Holly Gray Park, Sut-
ton. Come at 1:00, din-
ner at 4:00. Food will be
provided, locals bring a

dessert.

Donations are accept-
ed. If you have cornhole
or instruments, bring
them too.

Questions call Gloria
Starcher at 304-644-1082
or Annette Merzouk at
910-398-0708.

8th Annual Elk River
Summer Float registration

Sign up today, online registration ends on July 10th.

Come out and enjoy
the 8th Annual Elk Riv-
er Summer Float on Sa-
truday, July 16th, 2022
beginning at the Sutton
Dam.

This 5-mile float is the
perfect trip for beginner
kayakers or groups with
varied skill levels.

Registration, check-in
and gear drop starts at
9:00 a.m. at the dam.

The float officially
starts at 11:00 a.m. Come
early to check-in, drop
your gear, then drive to
the Elk River Camp and
RV to park your car and
board the waiting shut-
tles

The shuttles will
bring you back to the
Sutton Dam to start your
float.

Registration fee is $20
per person which in-
cludes a free event shirt
and shuttle service.

Day-of  registration
will be available, but
event shirts will be first
come, first served. On-
line registration ends on
July 10, 2022.

Parking is permissible
at the Sutton Dam, in the
lot nearest to the dam.
The lot furthest from the
dam will be reserved for
unloading  passengers
and gear only.
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Braxton Elite Jr/Sr Little League softball |
team will play Friday night to determine

seating in upcoming state

The Braxton Elite Little
League softball team will
face Summersville at 8:30
p-m. at Holly Gray Park
Friday night to determine
top seeding in District 8 in
the state tournament. Set
for July 9-17, that tourna-
ment will be held in Mil-
ton.

Braxton, coached by
Amy and Brooklyn Sar-
gent and Chyanna Martin,
ended the regular season
at 6-6. During the season

they went up against such
teams as Richwood, Clay,
Cowen and Summersville.
They lost 3 close games to
Summersville, but Coach
Sargent thinks that may
be a plus for Braxton. “It’s
hard to beat a team four
teams, and we’ve been
practicing hard for this
game,” she said.

Coach Sargent listed
pitching as one of the
team’s strengths. “Our
pitchers, Hayden Brown

tournament

and Kaytie Sargent, are
young,” she said, “but
they have improved dur-
ing the season.” Another
positive factor for Braxton
as they go into Friday’s

game, is their improved [
batting. The result is that P
they have gained confi- |

dence.
He team wishes to

Braxton County Redskins Football

at Flint Field.

The first registration date will be Saturday, July 9th

and Cheerleadlng registration

and cheerleading.
Sign ups will be located

S| at Flint Field on June 21
y from 6:00 to 8:00 PM, July

9 from 9:00 AM to 12:00
PM, and July 13 from 6:00
to 8:00 PM. Registration

¢| fee will be $40.00 for first

child, $30.00 for addition-
al.

A Sports Physical, Well
Child and Birth Certificate
is needed at time of regis-
tration.

Follow us on Facebook
at Braxton County Red-
skins Youth Football and
Braxton County Redskin
Chearleaders for more in-
formation.

Anyone that is inter-

1 ested in coaching youth

cheer or being coordinator
this season, please send

The Braxton County sign up dates for the 2022 an email to k.mart.n.km@
Redskins will host three season for youth football gmail.com.

Annual Mr. T Scholarship SK
Run/ Walk Held Saturday, June 25

thank Lucas Given and [T,

Appalachian Epoxy for
their sponsorship
support.

Town of Flatwoods Announces
4th of July Celebration

Please join the Town of
Flatwoods for a 4th of July
Celebration on Monday,
July 4th at the Flatwoods
Municipal Building.

Festivities start at 7:00

PM. There will be free

giveaways, music by the

Kowboyz, and a fire works » o

show.

First come first served. [

Follow the Town of Flat-
woods Facebook page
or call (304) 765-7235 for
more information.

and o\, W

Entry Fees: $20 Pre-Reg-
istration

$25 Race Day Registra-
tion. Entry fee that is non-

U= refundable.

The Mr. T Scholarship 5K Run/Walk will take place
on Saturday, June 25th.

It's time once again to
sign up for the annual Mr.
T Scholarship 5K Run/
Walk!

This year’s event will
take place on Saturday,

& June 25th at 8am in beauti-

;‘ ful downtown Gassaway.

The Mr. T Memorial

the desire to further their
education at either a 4-year
college or vocational/trade
school.

Funds generated
through this race are used
to replenish the scholarship
fund.

.‘ #  Scholarship wasestablished Volunteers
Sutton Fall Festival

| Mr.

in 2019 upon the passing of
Charlie Toumazous,
Science and Math teacher

= | at BCHS. Scholarship re-

Join in on the 4th of July Celebration on Monday,

July 4th.

cipients exhibit good atten-
dance, work ethic, a strong
academic record, and have

The Sutton fall festival
will be having a meeting
Tuesday, June 28th at the
Landmark Studio of the Arts

WELCOME To
chASSAWAY Daye

THURSDAY THROUGHISATURDAYS
SATURDAY

THURSDAY:
TGNE

SAMPLESIBAND

FRIDAY

%:GGPMMWEBE!;KHAP
B GCTPMIRDX(BAND
9:30)PMININAYS HARP

TGNE

8:00/AMISKRGN/NALK

u. PANCAKE]R!

AT,COMMUNITY/BUIL DING {PREPARED BY

SHILOK

\DUTREACK CENTER)

ﬂ.-
PARADE
MCDIVITT

STONE{CREEKIBAND

RYAN BAND IS
9: 45 PMIPRESENTINGIMEMORIAL

PLAGUE FOR(USARMY, CAPTAIN BILLY [AKE

SMITH MEMORIALBRIDGE
E@ QG‘HREWGRE{S

6:30'RYAN,CAIN BANB_

Awards: Runners:

Overall top 3 males/fe-
males Age division top 3
males/females 14 & under,
15-24, 25-34, 35-44, 45-59,
60+ Walkers: Top 5 males/
female (no age divisions)

We hope to see every-
one there to help make this
event a success! Please use
the following link to pre
register.

Additional race infor-
mation can be found at
https://www.facebook.
com/pg/GassawayDays5K.

needed for

at 5:30 P.M. for anyone who

would like to volunteer and

be part of this year’s festival.
For more information.

FIRETIORES SR

&7 16:68 P10

THURSDAYINIGHTHS I FAMILY/(NI GHTl.TRE FIRST 100 KIDSWAGES 124VEARSIAND !;ENBER
ARRIVING IN PERSON AND IN LINE, WiLl RECEIVE'A\FREE'HAND STAMP FOR CARNIVAL R%BESE
—
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