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The Braxton County 
Board of Education con-
ducted interviews of the 
fi ve fi nalists for the posi-
tion of superintendent on 
May 16.

Board President 
DeAnna Whipkey called 
the special meeting to or-
der at 10:00 am. On a mo-
tion by Dr. Martha Dean 
with a second by Evelyn 
Post, the board went into 

BoE Interviews 5 for
Superintendent’s position

executive session in order 
to conduct the interviews. 
President Whipkey an-
nounced the board would 
be taking a lunch recess 
from 12 noon until 1:00 
pm and then they would 
continue the interview 
process in the afternoon.

The board reconvened 
back into regular session 
at 6:21 pm. Dr. Martha 
Dean moved to complete 

background checks and 
verify credentials of the 
fi ve fi nalists with a sec-
ond by Dolores Wright. 
The board approved the 
motion moving the su-
perintendent search for-
ward.

The meeting was ad-
journed at 6:23 pm. The 
next regular meeting is 
scheduled for May 24 at 
6:00 pm.

An 18-year-old Brax-
ton County man was ar-
rested over the weekend 
after he was pulled over 
while driving a stolen 
truck in Upshur County.

According to a crimi-
nal complaint, deputies 
with the Upshur County 
Sheriff ’s Department 
tried to pull over an or-
ange Chevrolet truck that 
didn’t have a registration 
visible. The driver failed 
to stop and a� empted to 
elude police, spurring a 
police chase that spanned 
Gaines Road, Roby Road 
and Salem Ridge Road.

The truck broke down 
on Guy Hardman Road, 
according to the com-

Braxton Man Arrested in 
Upshur County While
Driving Stolen Vehicle

plaint, and the driver fl ed 
on foot into the nearby 
woods. A K9 with the 
Buckhannon Police De-
partment responded to 
aid in the search. With 
the dog’s assistance, of-

fi cers located the driver 
who was identifi ed as 
18-year-old Anthony 
Fisher of Braxton County.

According to the com-
plaint, the truck had been 
reported stolen on Friday 
in Webster County.

Fisher has been 
charged with numerous 
felonies, including fl ee-
ing with reckless indif-
ference, fl eeing while 
driving under the infl u-
ence and possession of a 
stolen vehicle.

Fisher is currently be-
ing held at the Tygart 
Valley Regional Jail in 
lieu of a $40,000, cash-
only bond awaiting fur-
ther court proceedings.

Magistrate Beth Smith
May 3:  Timothy R. 

James of Cranberry 
Township, PA, speeding 
in construction zone, no 
contest plea, fi ne/court 
costs assessed and paid.

May 4:  Peter A. Zulak 
of Ajax, ON, speeding in 
construction zone, guilty 
plea, fi ne/court costs as-
sessed and paid.

May 5:  Thomas J. 
Miller of Burnsville, NC, 
speeding in construction 
zone, no contest plea, 
fi ne/court costs assessed.

May 6: Christopher 
D. Hines of Birch River, 
driving suspended, no 

Braxton Magistrate Report
contest plea, fi ne/court 
costs assessed and paid.

May 9:  Santo Edward 
Benincasa of Charleston, 
expired MVI, dismissed 
proof provided; Sharon 
Lynn Turner of Duck, no 
seatbelt, no contest plea, 
expired MVI, dismissed 
proof provided, fi ne as-
sessed; Susan M. Shaw 
of Su� on, expired regis-
tration, dismissed proof 
provided, no proof of in-
surance, dismissed proof 
provided; Kimberly Hen-
ry of Rosedale, expired 
MVI, no contest plea, fi ne/
court costs assessed; Emi-
lie Marie Rhodes of Sut-

ton, possession with intent 
to deliver x2, preliminary 
hearing waived, trans-
ferred to circuit court.

May 10:  Justin Ray 
Chapman of Gassaway, 
intimidation of state wit-
ness, bond set at $25,000 
cash only, fl eeing on foot, 
obstructing an offi  cer, 
ba� ery on offi  cer, disor-
derly conduct, bond set 
at $4800 cash or surety, 
harassment x2, tres-
passing x2, disorderly 
conduct x2, bond set at 
$1400 cash or surety, dis-
ruption of governmental 
process, obstructing an 

The West Virginia De-
partment of Education 
(WVDE) will recognize 
221 eighth-grade stu-
dents from middle schools 
across the state as 2022 
Knights of the Golden 
Horseshoe on Tuesday, 
June 14, 2022, at the West 
Virginia Culture Center in 
Charleston. The event will 
be livestreamed on West 
Virginia Public Broadcast-
ing stations and include 
three Braxton County stu-
dents.

The WVDE will induct 
these students as a part 
of the 306th anniversary 
of the Golden Horseshoe 
legacy, recognizing them 
for their achievement in 
knowledge of West Virgin-
ia history. It remains the 
longest-running program 
of its kind in the country. 
Approximately 15,000 
eighth-grade students 
have been recognized 
since its inception.

“Our students have 
worked diligently for 
this moment to become 
Knights of the Golden 
Horseshoe,” said State Su-

perintendent of Schools 
W. Clayton Burch. “It is 
clear their passion for 
knowledge and resilience 
to achieve this accom-
plishment will make them 
incredible ambassadors 
for the Mountain State. I 
look forward to all of their 
future success.”

Earning the prestigious 
honor from Braxton Coun-
ty were Adyson Conant, 
Alexis Knowlton and Joel 
Sigman.

The state has admin-
istered the test each year 
since 1931 with 87 stu-
dents honored from 46 
counties in its fi rst year. 
The exam focuses on 
Mountain State topics 
including civics, govern-
ment, geography, culture 
and numerous other cate-
gories. A minimum of two 
students from each county 
and one student from the 
West Virginia Schools for 
the Deaf and the Blind 
are selected for the award. 
The other honorees are se-
lected from the 55 counties 
based on each county’s 
eighth-grade population.

The WVDE will host 
three separate ceremonies 
to honor the 2022 Golden 
Horseshoe recipients on 
Tuesday, June 14, at the 
West Virginia Culture Cen-
ter. A complete list of 2022 
winners can be found on-
line on the WVDE website.

The fi rst ceremony will 
begin at 9 a.m. and will 
recognize recipients from: 
Boone, Braxton, Cabell, 
Calhoun, Clay, Harrison, 
Jackson, Kanawha, Lewis, 
Lincoln, Logan, Marion, 
Putnam, Roane, Wayne 
and Wirt.

The second ceremony 
will begin at 11:30 a.m. 
and will recognize recipi-
ents from the following 
counties: Faye� e, Gilmer, 
Greenbrier, Mason, Mc-
Dowell, Mercer, Mingo, 
Monroe, Nicholas, Pleas-
ants, Raleigh, Randolph, 
Ritchie, Summers, Tyler, 
Upshur, Webster, We� el, 
Wood and Wyoming.

The third ceremony 
will begin at 2 p.m. and 
will recognize recipients 
from the following coun-
ties: Barbour, Berkeley, 
Brooke, Doddridge, Grant, 
Hampshire, Hancock, 
Hardy, Jeff erson, Mar-
shall, Mineral, Mononga-
lia, Morgan, Ohio, Pendle-
ton, Pocahontas, Preston, 
Taylor, Tucker and the 
West Virginia Schools for 
the Deaf and the Blind.

To learn more about 
the Golden Horseshoe 
program, visit the WVDE 
website or contact Dustin 
Lambert at dllambert@
k12.wv.us.

WV Dept. of Ed. to Honor
Golden Horseshoe 

West Virginia Knights of the Golden Horseshoe rep-
resenting Braxton County were (L to R) Alexis Knowl-
ton, Joel Sigman and Adyson Conant.

Tuesday, January 5, 
marked the 40th Anni-
versary of the opening of 
Braxton County Memorial 
Hospital. 

With the closing of the 
doors of the Su� on Hospi-
tal around 1966 followed 

by the Gassaway Hospi-
tal in 1975, the Braxton 
County community be-
ing left without a hospi-
tal for a number of years, 
soon realized the need to 
re-establish a local health-
care facility. Dedicated 

An approximately $32 
million project to build a 
new interchange on In-
terstate 64 near Culloden 
is among 20 projects in-
cluded in a bid le� ing 
conducted by the West 
Virginia Division of High-
ways on Tuesday, May 
17, 2022. Of importance to 
Braxton County residents, 
the Bulltown to Falls 
Mill Road paving is also 
among in the work bid.

The projects are made 
possible through funding 
from Gov. Jim Justice’s 
$2.8 billion Roads to Pros-
perity program.

The WVDOH is review-
ing the bids and hopes to 
award contracts for these 
projects soon.

 In addition to the Brax-
ton County work, the May 
17 le� ing included the 

following projects: Mar-
linton traffi  c signals (Poca-
hontas County); Culloden 
Interchange (Cabell 
County) (Roads to Pros-
perity); Rupert sidewalk 
interchange (Greenbrier 
County); Statewide pave-
ment markings; East River 
Mountain guardrail cable 
(Mercer County); Barks-
dale to Sandstone paving 
(Summers County); Por-
terwood to Moore Station 
paving (Tucker County); 
Romney paving (Hamp-
shire County); Inwood 
paving (Berkeley County); 
Corridor H guardrail up-
grade (Hardy County); 
Holden Bridge to Fountain 
Place Mall paving (Logan 
County); Slate Road slide 
repair with piling wall 
(Wood County); Shinnston 
sidewalk, pedestrian and 

bike facilities (Harrison 
County); Highland Trace 
Road paving (Greenbrier 
County); Anmoore Bridge 
overpass cleaning and 
painting (Harrison Coun-
ty); Moorefi eld paving 
(Hardy County); Baker to 
McCauley Bridge paving 
(Hardy County); Institute 
lighting (Kanawha Coun-
ty); Millesons Mill Bridge 
cleaning and painting 
(Hampshire County).

Several factors are con-
sidered before awarding 
a bid, including whether 
a bid falls above or below 
the WVDOH Engineer’s 
Estimate and by what per-
centage. In cases where 
a bid is above the Engi-
neer’s Estimate, WVDOH 
must consider the project 
need, repercussions of not 

WVDOH Accepts Bids 
for 20 Projects Including 

individuals from various 
walks of life coordinated 
their eff orts by contribut-
ing countless volunteer 
hours in addition to mon-
etary donations. Their 
commitment resulted 
in a ceremonial grand-
opening event in October 
1980 followed by Braxton 
County Memorial Hos-
pital opening its doors in 
January of 1981 to begin a 
legacy of providing com-
passionate healthcare ser-
vices to the community 
and surrounding areas.

During the four de-
cades of existence, the 
critical access hospital has 
faced many changes, but 
always remained stead-
fast in its goal to provide 
quality, dependable care 
to the community. The 
most recent of changes 
was being welcomed 
into the WVU Medicine 
Health System in January 
2019. This well accepted 
transition has enabled the 
hospital to provide much 
needed services to the citi-
zens of central West Vir-
ginia. Through the assis-
tance of WVU Medicine, 
BCMH provides quality 
specialty services such as 
general surgery, cardiol-
ogy services, orthopedic 
care, women’s health, and 
much more. Much needed 
specialty services, just a 
short drive from home.

With the Communi-
ty’s well-being always at 
heart, the Board of Direc-
tors, Administration, Pro-
viders and Staff , work to-
gether to fulfi ll the vision 
and mission of Braxton 
County Memorial Hospi-
tal,  focused on steadily 
improving the services 
available to the great citi-
zens of the Braxton Coun-
ty area.

Braxton Memorial Hospital
celebrates 40th Anniversary

Braxton Patient Access Staff  receiving a token of ap-
preciation– Linda Perkins, Deb Daubenhauser, Karin 
Corte, Kyla Gregory.

Team leaders, Kim Frazier, Debbie Kincell, Agnes 
Vanpelt and Charlie Vaughan serve up a picnic style 
lunch to staff  to commemorate the 40th Anniversary.
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By Delegate Brent Boggs
Congratulations to the 

new members-elect to the 
Board of Education in both 
Gilmer and Braxton Coun-
ties.  Also, congratulations 
to the primary election win-
ners in other contested and 
uncontested races on the 
ballot, awaiting the general 
election in November.  

Most of all, thank you 
to the voters who took the 
time and eff ort to come out 
to vote for the candidates of 
their choice.  There are bil-
lions of people around the 
world in nations under the 
crushing fi st of dictators.  
Citizens in those countries 
long for the day when they 
can cast a vote for freedom.  
Thank you to our Veterans 
for preserving the freedoms 
we enjoy as Americans and 
for standing up for other 
freedom-loving men and 
women around the world.

I want to off er my sin-
cere thanks to the hundreds 
of his brother and sister 
volunteer fi refi ghters, law 
enforcement offi  cers, EMS 
personnel and all fi rst re-
sponders from Braxton, 
Gilmer and across West 
Virginia that joined the 
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community for the funeral 
and tribute to our fallen fi re-
fi ghter John Forbush.   John 
tragically lost his life while 
a� empting to extract two 
victims from a submerged 
car in the Elk River.

I appreciated the ser-
vice and message by Pastor 
Mark Stump and the mov-
ing comments by State Fire 
Marshall Ken Tyree and the 
many others in a� endance 
in honor of John and in 
support for his family and 
a community still reeling 
from the loss.  

The men and women 
serving as fi rst responders 
protect and serve us con-
tinually and always at the 
risk of their own lives and 
livelihoods.  We, as a com-
munity and nation, could 
learn much from how our 
volunteer fi refi ghters and 
fi rst responders support one 
another, whether in good 
times or through tragic 
events.

Last Thursday, WV De-
velopment Offi  ce Secretary 
Mitch Carmichael accepted 
my invitation to visit and 
discuss economic develop-
ment here in central West 
Virginia.  Also, WV Depart-

ment of Environmental Pro-
tection Cabinet Secretary 
Harold Ward likewise ac-
cepted my invitation to join 
in the meeting to discuss 
ongoing plans for possible 
development opportunities.  
Later, he also joined me in 
visiting several dilapidated 
building sites and problem 
areas that are detrimental to 
economic and community 
growth.  Secretary Ward is 
also from a railroad family 
and did a walk-around tour 
of the Gassaway Depot and 
the ongoing Elk River rail-
trail construction. 

Central West Virginia 
needs an infl ux of jobs, 
population growth and 
housing.  Coupled with the 
plans working their way to 
fruition for a major broad-
band initiative in collabo-
ration with funds from the 
federal and state govern-
ment, county commissions 
in multiple central West 
Virginia counties, including 
Gilmer and Braxton, it’s a 
good time to keep aggres-
sively marketing our region 
of the State.  What benefi ts 
one county in central West 
Virginia lifts all boats and 
benefi ts all our citizens.

Finally, the Legislature 
goes on the road for inter-
im meetings this month in 
Morgantown, May 22 – 24.  
Unless otherwise noted, 
meetings will be held on the 
WVU campus at the Alum-
ni Center with various 
visitations around greater 
Monongalia County area.  
These are essential meet-
ings in preparation for the 
2023 session and for one or 
more special sessions that 
the Governor may call later 
in 2022.
Sunday, May 22
1:00 PM  - Joint Commit-
tee on Volunteer Fire De-
partments and Emergency 
Medical Services - Board of 
Gov. Room
1:00 PM  - Joint Commit-
tee on Government and 
Finance - Erickson 
Board Room
1:00 PM  - Legislative Over-

sight Commi� ee on Re-
gional Jail  and Correctional 
Facility Authority - WVU 
Dean’s Suite
2:30 PM  - Joint Standing 
Commi� ee on Education - 
Board of Gov. Room
2:30 PM - Joint Commi� ee 
on Government Operations 
- Erickson Board Room
2:30 PM  - Joint Standing 
Commi� ee on Government 
Organization - Erickson 
Board Room
4:00 PM  - Oversight Com-
mission on Education Ac-
countability - Board of Gov. 
Room
4:00 PM  - Agriculture and 
Rural Development - Erick-
son Board Room
Monday, May 23
9:00 AM - Joint Commi� ee 
on Health - Board of Gov. 
Room
9:00 AM - Joint Standing 
Commi� ee on Energy - Er-
ickson Board Room
10:30 AM - Select Commit-
tee on PEIA, Seniors and 
Long-Term Care - Board of 
Gov. Room
10:30 AM - egislative Over-
sight Commission on Work-
force Investment for Eco-
nomic Development 
 - Erickson Board Room
12:00 PM - Joint Commis-
sion on Economic Develop-
ment  - Board of Gov. 
Room
12:00 PM - Legislative 
Oversight Commission on 
Health and Human Re-
sources Accountability - Er-
ickson Board Room
1:30 PM  Speaker: WVU 
President Dr. Gordon Gee - 
Reynolds Hall
Tuesday, May 24
9:00 AM - Joint Standing 
Commi� ee on Finance - 
Board of Gov. Room
9:00 AM - Joint Standing 
Commi� ee on the Judiciary 
Law School - Event Center
10:30 AM - Joint Commi� ee 
on Technology - Erickson 
Board Room
10:30 AM - Commission 
on Interstate Cooperation - 
Law School Event Center

Now that the session has 
concluded, please contact 
me at my home offi  ce at: 151 
Park Street, Gassaway, WV  
26624. The phone number is 

304-364-8411. For those with 
Internet access, my legisla-
tive email address is: Brent.
Boggs@WVHouse.gov

Remember to thank a 
Veteran every day for their 

service and remember our 
troops - at home and abroad 
- and keep them and their 
families in your thoughts 
and prayers. Until next 
week, take care. 

Continued from Page 1
Projects...

awarding the project, ad-
ditional funding sources, 
and whether suffi  cient rea-
sons exist for the diff erences 
in estimates. Most projects 
are reviewed, analyzed, and 
awarded within a week of 
the bid le� ing, but the pro-

Magistrate...
Continued from Page 1
offi  cer, disorderly con-

duct, bond set at $2100 cash 
or surety.

May 11:  John Henry Bul-
lard of Rosedale, speeding in 
construction zone, no con-
test plea, fi ne/court costs as-
sessed; Samuel David Rose 
of Duck, speeding, no con-
test plea, fi ne/court costs as-
sessed; Crystal L. Salisbury 
of Frametown, cell phone 
violation, no contest plea, no 
operators, no contest plea, 
fi nes/court costs assessed; 
Cynthia Dawn Ellis of Belle, 
possession with intent to de-
liver, conspiracy, contraband 
into jail, preliminary hearing 
waived, transferred to circuit 
court; Dawn Rae Bledsoe of 
Su� on, no seatbelt x2, guilty 
plea, fi nes assessed and paid.

May 12: Adam J. Long of 
Su� on, burglary, no proba-
ble cause found, violation of 
protective order, guilty plea, 
petit larceny, guilty plea, 12 
months of jail with credit for 
time served of seven days, 
remainder suspended and 
placed on 12 months un-
supervised probation with 
weekly drug tests, fi ne/court 
costs assessed; Joshua Joe 
Webb of Gassaway, truancy, 
dismissed; Samantha Stew-
art of Gassaway, truancy, 
dismissed.

May 13:  Sarah E. Stump 
of Flatwoods, no seatbelt 
x3, no contest plea, no child 
restraint, no contest plea, 
fi nes/court costs assessed; 

Woodrow Rader of Su� on, 
cell phone violation, no con-
test plea, fi ne assessed and 
paid; Justin Phillip Peggs of 
Su� on, no seatbelt, guilty 
plea, fi ne assessed and paid; 
Delbert Fisher of Burnsville, 
assault, obstructing an of-
fi cer x2, assault an offi  cer 
x2, ba� ery on an offi  cer, 
driving suspended, leaving 
the scene of an accident, no 
proof of insurance, no reg-
istration, warrantless arrest, 
bond set at $12,300 cash or 
surety.

Magistrate 
David Singleton

May 9:  Justin Edward 
Hill of Su� on, no proof of 
insurance, no contest plea, 
fi ne/court costs assessed; 
Ma� hew D. Campbell of 
Su� on, expired MVI, dis-
missed proof provided; 
Stephen Michael Reynolds 
of Gassaway, no seatbelt, 
guilty plea, fi ne assessed 
and paid; Robert Quinton 
Given of Su� on, petit lar-
ceny, guilty plea, third de-
gree arson, dismissed per 
plea, entry of building other 
than dwelling, dismissed 
per plea, unauthorized use 
of dumpster, dismissed 
per plea, petit larceny, dis-
missed per plea, prohibited 
burning, dismissed per plea, 
prohibited stop, dismissed 
per plea, 180 days of jail 
with credit for time served 
of 30 days, remainder sus-
pended and placed on 12 
months unsupervised pro-
bation, fi ne/court costs as-
sessed.

cess can take longer.
With work continuing in 

all 55 counties across the state, 
the West Virginia Division of 
Highways and the West Vir-
ginia Department of Trans-
portation remind the public 
of the importance of keep-
ing everyone safe in work 
zones by keeping “Heads up; 
phones down!” 
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David Warren Lynch
David was born in De-

catur, Indiana, was of the 
B a p t i s t 
faith and 
c o n s i d -
ered Cal-
vary Bible 
B a p t i s t 
C h u r c h 
his home 
c h u r c h . 
He at-
t e n d e d 

The Ohio State University 
and earned his Bachelor’s 
Degree in Public Admin-
istration from Franklin 
University. David worked 
for Seko US Freightways 
in Columbus, OH, Victory 
Signs, US Express, and 
Catoosa County DFACS 
before ultimately retiring 
from XPO Logistics. He 
could spend all day in the 
garage fi xing things and 
working with his hands. 
David also enjoyed fi sh-
ing, photography, and 
cheering for the Ohio State 
Buckeyes. He had a heart 
of gold and would help 
anyone no ma� er what the 
circumstance. David had a 
strong personality, was a 
born leader, a hard work-
er, and was very char-
ismatic. He was the one 
people came to or called 
for advice. David you are 
deeply loved and are dear-
ly missed.

David is preceded 
in death by his parents, 
Woody and Charlene 
Lynch; brother, Harry 
Lynch; sister, Kathy Smith; 
and grandson, Xavier 
Drake Lynch.

Survivors include his 
wife, Pam Lynch; chil-
dren, Amber (Paul) White 
and Jeremiah (Brenda) 
Lynch; grandchildren: 
Amelia, George, and Joey; 
sisters, Ellen Stilwell and 
Amy Bundy; brother, Bill 
Lynch; several nieces and 
nephews; and beloved 
dog, Billy.

Funeral services were 
held on Saturday, May 
14th, 2022 at 2pm in the 
South Crest Chapel.

To share condolences 
and view a live stream of 
the funeral service please 
visit lane-southcrestcha-
pel.com

The family received 
friends on Friday, May 
13th, 2022 from 4-8pm 
and Saturday from noon 
until the funeral hour in 
the South Crest Chapel of 
Lane Funeral home & Cre-
matory, Rossville.

Mary Ann Bucklew
Mary Ann Bucklew, age 

86, of South Florida Street, 
Buckhan-
non, died 
Saturday, 
March 19, 
2022, at 
the J.W. 
Ruby Me-
m o r i a l 
Hospital 
in Mor-
gantown.  

She was born on August 
26, 1935, in Burnsville, 
WV, a daughter of the 
late Harry V. and Allegra 
McNemar Wiant.

In addition to her par-
ents, she was also pre-
ceded in death by her hus-
band George M. Bucklew 
and two brothers:  Harry 
V. Wiant, Jr. and Sam W. 
Wiant.  She is survived 
by two sons:  Roger Bruce 
Bucklew and wife Carol 
and Timothy A. Bucklew; 
two daughters:  Suzanne 
Boehmer and Amy Con-
way and husband Bill; sev-
en grandchildren:  Jessica 
Boehmer, Kelly Boehmer 
and husband Chuck, Laura 
Boehmer, Ashley Williams 
and husband Andrew, 
Ryan Bucklew, Lindsay 
and husband Greg Kihl-
strom, and Kyle Bucklew; 
four great grandchildren:  
Crew, Aven, Reeve, and 
Adah Williams; and one 
sister Pat Ridpath.

Mary Ann was a mem-

ber of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church and 
loved to sing.

A memorial service will 
be held on Sunday, May 
22, 2022, at 10:00 AM, at 
the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in Buckhannon, 
with Pastors Rick Cutright 
and Daniel Venegas of-
fi ciating, with a luncheon 
provided following the 
service.  In lieu of fl owers, 
donations may be made to 
the Buckhannon Seventh-
day Adventist Church, PO 
Box 205, Buckhannon, WV 
26201.  Online condolenc-
es may be extended to the 
Bucklew family at www.
heavnerandcutright.com

William “Bill” Rader
William “Bill” Rader, 

77, of Morgantown, passed 
a w a y 
S a t u r -
d a y , 
M a y 
7, 2022 
at his 
h o m e 
f o l -
l o w e d 
by an 
i l lness . 

Bill was born on March 
23, 1945, in Morgantown, 
WV; and grew up with 
both of his parents, the 
late Burley and Mildred 
Rader; and one brother.

Bill graduated from 
Morgantown High School 
in 1964 and retired from 
West Virginia University 
from the Copy Depart-
ment. Following his retire-
ment, he continued doing 
other jobs for WVU. He 
enjoyed his church fam-
ily at Brookhaven Bible 
Church; visiting with 
friends and family, and 
was Past Grand Patriarch 
at IOOF #7.

Bill is survived by his 
wife of 14 years: Martha 
“Sue” Moore Rader; his 
brother: John Rader of 
Fairmont; two daughters: 
Brandy Carder of Braxton, 
WV and Stacey Swisher 
of Salem, WV. The joy of 
his heart were his grand-
children: Austin James, 
Emmaleigh Paige James, 
and Shanda Swisher. Bill 
also found great pride in 
his great-granddaughter, 
Sophie Willow James, 
daughter of Austin and 
Cordelia. 

The family wishes to 
thank EMT and paramed-
ics with Monongalia EMS 
for their care and support 
during this time. Also 
Care Partners, who pro-
vided excellent care and 
Herschler and all of their 
other providers. 

Visitation was held at 
McCulla Funeral Home, 
770 Fairmont Road, 
Westover, on Wednesday, 
May 11, 2022 from 10 am 
until the 2 pm funeral 
service with Pastor Jim 
Cooley offi  ciating. Fol-
lowing the service, Mc-
Culla Funeral Home pro-
vide dcremation service. 
Online condolences may 
be extended to the family 
at www.mcculla.com

Kenneth Allen Coombs
Kenneth Allen Coombs, 

72, passed away peaceful-
ly at the 
Hubbard 
Hospice 
House in 
Charles-
ton on 
May 13, 
2022, af-
ter a long 
c o u r a -
g e o u s 

ba� le with cancer. He 
was born December 31, 
1949, in Su� on, West Vir-
ginia.  He spent his life on 
the road as a truck driver 
until he was diagnosed. 
His love for his wife and 
family gave him the will 
and strength to fi ght for 
14 years after the doctors 
had only given him six 
months. He was an out-
doorsman, loved being 
surrounded by his family 

and watching Nascar.
He was preceded in 

death by his parents Al-
len Burnell Coombs and 
Evalee (Knight) Coombs 
Miller, one infant brother 
Jackie Lee Coombs, one 
infant grandson Jeremy 
Lee McCoy and his be-
loved cat Bear.

He is survived by his 
wife and high school 
sweetheart of 54 years 
Joanna (Riffl  e) Coombs, 
daughters Angela Sue 
Love (Steven) of Napier, 
WV, Christina Pa� en of 
Cox’s Mills, WV, and Kim-
berly Jeane� e Yeddulayy-
agari (Damodara) of Bluff -
ton, SC. Sisters Barbara 
(Coombs) White (David) 
of Su� on, WV and Lin-
da Kay (Coombs) Stout 
Kran�  (Frank) of Gas-
saway, WV, nine grand-
children, several great 
grandchildren, aunts, un-
cles, nieces and nephews. 
He also leaves behind his 
cats Denny and Daisy.

He traveled the roads 
in years gone past. A life 
he chose and hoped it 
would last.  Driving all 
night from state to state. 
Trying to get home and 
arriving so late. He parked 
his truck now and his en-
gine has stopped and 
those who love him their 
hearts have dropped. He 
traveled the country with 
a smile of great pride. 
Now he drives the streets 
of Heaven on the trucker’s 
last ride.

His wishes were to be 
cremated with no memo-
rial service; therefore, the 
family is requesting that 
any donations be sent to 
the Hubbard House at 
1001 Curtis Price Way, 
Charleston, WV 25311-
1824. Their services are 
free for terminally ill re-
spite and end of life care 
and the staff  was amazing 
and caring.

Donald Clayton Carr
Donald Clayton Carr, 

78, of Charleston, WV 
p a s s e d 
away at 
home on 
Sunday, 
May 8, 
2022 sur-
rounded 
by his 
family.

H e 
was born 

March 19, 1944 in Braxton 
County to the late Rob-
ert Lee and Mary Louise 
Wood Carr.

In addition to his par-
ents he was preceded in 
death by his sister, Karen 
Weathern.

Don was a loving hus-
band, father, and grand-
father who adored the 
company of his family. He 
never missed an opportu-
nity to cheer on his grand-
children at their sporting 
events. He was an avid 
outdoorsman. He retired 
from the City of Charles-
ton, where he served as 
Public Works Director. He 
was a Baptist by faith.

He is survived by 
his loving wife, Connie 
Boggs Carr; sister Marsha 
Downs (Chuck); son, Mat-
thew (Gina); daughter, 
Amy Taylor; and grand-
children, Morgan Perry 
(Hunter), Dylan Carr, 
Cody Taylor, and Kaitlyn 
Carr.

In keeping with his 
wishes he was cremated 
and a private inurnment 
will be at a later date. 

Arrangements by 
Roach Funeral Home, 
Gassaway.

Words of comfort and 
fond memories may be 
extended to the family at 
www.roachfuneralhome.
com

Faith Reed Kidd
Faith Reed Kidd, 88, of 

Napier, WV passed away 
on May 8, 2022. She was 
born in Orlando, WV on 
February 8, 1934 to par-
ents Frank Kidd and Vada 
Taylor Kidd.

Faith was preceded in 

death by her parents and 
brother; Rollin Kidd.

Faith was a lifelong 
resident of Braxton Coun-
ty, WV and a Methodist 
by faith. She was a ca� le 
farmer and raised regis-
tered polled Herefords 
and chickens. Faith loved 
cats, enjoyed gardening, 
and loved spending time 
with family. She wrote a 
column for the local Brax-
ton County newspaper for 
many years.

She is survived by 
nephews: Nathan Kidd; 
James Kidd and wife 
Vicky; nieces: Natalie 
Kidd; Deborah and hus-
band Ron Kusmier; Re-
becca and husband Lee 
Omanski; great niece: 
Ashley Gronner; sister-in-
law; Carolyn Kidd.

Funeral service will be 
held at 6:00 PM, Thurs-
day, May 19, 2022 at 
Stockert Funeral Home 
& Cremation, Flatwoods, 
WV. Visitation will be two 
hours prior to the service 
from 4:00-6:00 PM.

Stockert Funeral Home 
& Cremation is honored 
to serve the family of Faith 
Kidd.

Violet Marie
Knight Miller

Violet Marie Knight 
Miller, 63, of Su� on, 

p a s s e d 
away sur-
rounded 
by her 
family on 
Wednes-
day, May 
11, 2022 
at WVU 
Medicine 
U n i t e d 

Hospital Center, Bridge-
port, WV.

She was born July 26, 
1958 in Su� on to the late 
Sunny Knight and Virgin-
ia May U�  Grillbor� er.

Violet was a Supply 
Department Supervisor 
for Navy Federal Credit 
Union. She was a loving 
wife, mother and grand-
mother.

She is survived by her 
husband James Thomas 
“Tuck” Miller; sons, Mi-
chael Hayes of Chantilly, 
Virginia, and Johnny 
Hayes of Kent, Ohio; 
daughter, Virginia Swire 
and husband, Steve, of 
Marshall, Virginia; broth-
ers, Roy Lee Knight of 
Clarksburg, WV and Wil-
liam Knight of Martins-
burg, WV; sisters, Ellen 
Baldwin of Alexandria, 
Virginia, Patricia Knight 
of North Port, Florida and 
Lisa Billings of Manassas, 
Virginia; and fi ve grand-
children. 

In keeping with her 
wishes she was cremated 
and a memorial service 
will be held at a later date.  

In lieu of fl owers the 
family requests memo-
rial donations be made to 
an animal shelter of your 
choice. 

Words of comfort and 
fond memories may be 
extended to the family at 
www.roachfuneralhome.
com. 

Patricia Jean Kuhl
Patricia Jean Kuhl, 81, 

of Frametown passed 
a w a y 
p e a c e -
fully at 
h o m e 
on Mon-
d a y , 
May 9, 
2022.

S h e 
w a s 
b o r n 

August 24, 1940 in North 
Hollywood, California to 
the late Eugene and Doro-
thy Darby. 

In addition to her par-
ents she was preceded 
in death by her son, John 
Calderwood who died in 
2011.  

Patricia retired from an 
electronics company as 
a production supervisor. 
She was a member of the 
Gassaway United Meth-

odist Church.  She will be 
missed.  

She is survived by 
her husband of 46 years, 
David Kuhl; son, Sco�  
Calderwood of Sacra-
mento, California; one 
stepson, David (Chris-
tine) Kuhl of Sammamish, 
Washington; brother, 
Robert Darby of Santa 
Barbara, California; sister-
in-law, Carolyn Grimm 
of Bellevue, Washington; 
brother-in-law, Low-
ell (Brenda) Kuhl; niece, 
Sherry Kuhl; nephew, 
Butch Kuhl; niece, Connie 
(Brian) Huylebroeck and 
nephews, Paul and Bobby 
Barker.

In keeping with Patri-
cia’s wishes she was cre-
mated and there will be 
no services. 

Special thanks to Amy, 
RN at Kanawha Hospice 
for her compassionate 
care of Patricia. 

Arrangements by 
Roach Funeral Home, 
Gassaway, WV.

Words of comfort and 
fond memories may be 
extended to the family at 
www.roachfuneralhome.
com. 

John David Heater
John David Heater, 89, 

passed away May 13, 2022 
at his 
h o m e 
in Gas-
saway.

H e 
w a s 
b o r n 
August 
17, 1932 
in Gas-
s a w a y 

to the late Fred Baxter 
and Evelyn Fridley 
Heater.

He was pre-
ceded in death by 

the love of his life, Be� y 
Dobbins Heater, his broth-
ers, Fred “Baxter” Heater, 
William “Bill” Heater, and 
James “Jim” Heater, as 
well as his niece, Melissa 
Beth “Misi” Heater.

After graduation from 
Gassaway High School, 
John spent two years at 
the Virginia Military

Institute and then 
transferred to West Vir-
ginia University to obtain 
a Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration. 
He then went to serve 
his country in the United 
States Air Force, complet-
ing bootcamp, and then 
pilot school, reaching the 
rank of Captain. He was 
given an honorable dis-
charge when his father’s 
health was failing and he 
came home to take charge 
of the family business, 
Heater Oil Company, 
with his brothers Jim and 
Bill.

John was not only an 
entrepreneur, but a vi-
sionary, and had a plan 
to build the business. In 
time, Heater Oil became 
Go Mart, Incorporated, 
of which he took position 
as President and CEO. He 
used local contractors to 
build these convenience 
stores which currently 
employ family, friends, 
and others in West Vir-
ginia, Virginia, and Ohio. 
John loved his work and 
was generous and giving.

He had a quirky, pecu-
liar sense of humor, and 
it was greatly enjoyed by 
his family. He was a lov-
ing and beloved husband, 
father, and grandfather. 
John adored his wife, Bet-
ty, and spoke about her 
often in the years after her 
earthly departure. He is 
survived by his children, 
Laurie, David, and Sam; 
grandchildren, Patrick, 
Carrie, Leah, Jacob, Rose 
Anne, Noah, Grayson, 
Tatum, and Christian. 
He is also survived by 
his sisters-in-law, Zelma 
Murphy Heater and Ann 
Hickman Heater, as well 
as several nieces and 
nephews.

The funeral service was 
on Wednesday, May 18, 

2022 at Gassaway United 
Methodist Church.

His visitation was 
11A.M to 1P.M., with the 
service starting at 1P.M.

Entombment with Mili-
tary Rites will be in the 
Sugar Creek Mausoleum, 
Gassaway.

In lieu of fl owers, the 
family requests memo-
rial donations be made to 
Gassaway United Meth-
odist Church, 710 Brax-
ton Street, Gassaway, WV  
26624.

The family wants 
to give a deeply heart-
felt thanks to his long-
time caregivers, Patrick 
O’Malley, Ann Gum and 
Marie Pe� y Lockard, and 
to WV Caring for their 
compassionate hospice 
care.

Arrangements by 
Roach Funeral Home, 
Gassaway.

Barbara Ann Lake
Barbara Ann Lake, 74, 

of Frametown passed 
a w a y 
p e a c e -
fully at 
home on 
Sunday, 
May 7, 
2022.

S h e 
w a s 
born in 
B u r n s -

ville on February 25, 
1948 to the late Edward 
A. Blake and Bobby Lou 
Blake.

In addition to her par-
ents she was preceded 
in death by her husband 
of 49 years, William Lee 
Lake. 

Barbara worked at Go 
Mart, Inc. for 25+ years 
and most recently worked 
as a Human Resources As-
sistant.  She truly enjoyed 
taking care of her lawn 
at home.  She had a huge 
heart for the people in her 
life and a passion for all 
animals.   She was a Bap-
tist by faith.  

She will be forever re-
membered by her daugh-
ters of the heart, Sharon 
Mace of Gassaway and 
Laura Rhoades of Weston; 
two dogs, Sadie and Percy 
and her cat, Miss Allie.  

In keeping with her 
wishes she will be cre-
mated and there will be 
no services.  

Special thanks to the 
WV Caring hospice care 
nurses for their compas-
sionate care of Barbara. 

Memorial Donations 
can be made to Braxton 
County Animal Shelter, 10 
Animal Shelter Lane, Sut-
ton, WV  26601.

Arrangements by 
Roach Funeral Home, 
Gassaway. 

Words of comfort and 
fond memories may be 
extended to her friends at 
www.roachfuneralhome.
com. 

Charles Mitchell Given
Charles Mitchell Giv-

en was born to the late 
Charles Donald Given and 

A n n i s 
J u a n i t a 
Given in 
S u t t o n , 
W e s t 
Virginia, 
on Nov. 
12, 1947. 
He spent 
his early 
c h i l d -

hood in Li� le Birch, West 
Virginia, where he told 

stories of walk-
ing to his school-
house, through 
deep snow, to 

lighting the woodstove 
prior to arrival of fellow 
students and teacher, and 
of diving off  the Su� on 
dam with friends in sum-
mer months.

Charles was drafted to 
Vietnam at the age of 18, 
where he served in the 
United States Army. Dur-
ing his time of service, he 
received a Purple Heart 



4—  The Braxton Democrat-Central, Thursday, May 19, 2022

OBITUARIES
Continued from page 3

for injuries sustained dur-
ing combat. After fi nish-
ing his tour, he began his 
lengthy career with Har-
rison & Wright Construc-
tion Company in Norfolk, 
Va., where he developed 
lifelong friendships and 
met his fi rst wife, Linda 
Payne. Tragically, Linda 
died young and he later 
went on to meet and mar-
ry the love of his life, Jean 
Given. During their 30+ 
years together they en-
joyed making their home 
and raising their family in 
Gloucester, Va.

Charles never met a 
stranger and was always 
willing to stop for a while 
and shoot the breeze. He 
loved his family, loved 
working in the yard and 
on home improvement 
projects, and thoroughly 
enjoyed camping in the 
mountains and fi shing in 
the Outer Banks with his 
family.

Charles spent the last 
four years of his life in 
Dunnsville, Va., where 
he died on March 19, 
2022. He is survived by 
his children, Sheila Har-
vey, Carolyn Dries (Jeff ), 
Cristy Payne (Alvin), 
Jared Given (Jenny) and 
Megan Pollack (Jason); 
siblings, Carol Stanley 
(Jimmy), Martha Cutlip 
(Carl), Gary Lee Given, 
and Judy Adams and mul-
tiple grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and nieces 
and nephews. Charles 
was preceded in death by 
his parents; his fi rst wife 
Linda Payne; his second 
wife Jean Given, and his 
sister, Linda Cox. A pri-
vate family celebration of 
life service is planned for 
a later date.

Ruth W. Mick
Ruth W. Mick, 95, of 

Copen, WV passed away 
on May 7, 2022 at her resi-

d e n c e . 
R u t h 
was born 
in Bow-
er, WV 
on May 
29, 1926 
d a u g h -
ter of the 
late: John 
William 

Steele and Trixie Ann 
(Stout) Steele. Ruth was 
united in marriage on Au-
gust 6, 1960 to the late Ben-
jamin Hartsol Mick, who 
preceded her in death on 
December 2, 1982.

Forever cherishing the 
life of Ruth are 8 children: 
Phyllis Mick of WV, Mike 
Knight and companion 
Shelby Clifton of Burns-
ville, WV, Benjamin Mick 
of Copen, WV, Debra Sin-

gleton of Maryland, Rob-
in Ratliff  and husband 
Steve of Burnthouse, WV, 
Donna Keller and hus-
band Ronnie of Wheel-
ing, WV, Trixie McNemar 
and husband Oras Ray III 
of Clarksburg, WV, and 
Robert Knight and wife 
Pamela of Canton, OH, 11 
grandchildren, 16 great 
grandchildren, 1 great 
great grandchild, and 
several nieces and neph-
ews.

In addition to her par-
ents and husband, Ruth 
was preceded in death by 
9 siblings: Roma Shaver, 
Earl Steele, Freda Nelson, 
Retha Hood, Ira Steele, 
Erma Westfall McGill, 
Evelyn Hines, Naomi 
Boram, and Charles 
Steele.

Ruth in early years 
worked in a Steel Mill 
in Ohio and later in life 
worked in a Glass Fac-
tory in Weston. She was 
a member of the Copen 
United Methodist Church 
in Copen, WV. Ruth had 
also been a member of 
the Burnsville Rebekah 
Lodge #85.  She enjoyed 
quilting, reading, garden-
ing and canning, dancing, 
and playing the guitar. 
Most of all, Ruth cher-
ished time spent with her 
family. 

Family and friends 
was received at Hardman 
Family Funeral Home 
730 N. Main Avenue of 
Weston on Thursday, 
May 12, 2022 from 11AM-
12PM. The funeral ser-
vice was held at 12PM 
from the funeral home 
chapel. Interment fol-
lowed services at Copen 
Cemetery in Copen, WV. 
Online condolences and 
life stories in memory of 
Ruth may be expressed at 
hardmanfamilyfuneral-
home.com.

Hardman Family Fu-
neral Home of Weston 
considers it an honor and 
a privilege to serve her 
family.

Ellen Ann Miller
Ellen Ann Miller was 

born on August 24, 1940 in 
Widen, a daughter of the 

late Wal-
ter and 
G l a d y s 
C r i t e s 
Mullens. 
She went 
“home” 
to her 
M a s t e r 
w h e n 
h e r 

much awaited tulips 
bloomed on April 14, 
2022. Ellen a� ended Web-
ster Springs High School, 
where she was a cheer-
leader and majore� e. She 
graduated with the Class 
of 1959.

In 1961, Ellen married 

Arnie Miller and they 
moved to Indianhead, 
MD, where Arnie was em-
ployed by the US Govern-
ment. They were blessed 
with daughter Tammy 
and son Sean. While in 
MD, Ellen worked as a 
secretary for the Presi-
dent of Charles County 
Community College. In 
1974, Arnie and Ellen re-
turned to Pt. Pleasant. In 
the years following, Ellen 
was a paralegal to Senator 
Mike Shaw. She opened 
her own Miller’s Florist 
in Pt. Pleasant in 1985 
and remained there until 
she retired in 1992. Ellen 
was also an avid support-
er of Special Olympics 
throughout her lifetime.

Ellen was a member of 
the Mason County CEO 
and in 2013 was chosen 
as Mason Count Belle to 
a� end the WV State Folk 
Festival in Glenville. She 
was also very active in 
the Federal Employees 
Retirement Organiza-
tion. After Arnie’s death 
in 2007, Ellen spent many 
days in Webster Springs 
pursuing her hobbies of 
gardening, making maple 
syrup, and fi shing in the 
beloved Elk River. She 
also enjoyed a� ending 
and participating in the 
Burgoo Cookoff  competi-
tion in Webster Springs, 
winning a medal in 2019.

In addition to her hus-
band Arnie, Ellen was 
also preceded in death 
by her parents; sister and 
brother-in-law LaVonna 
and Doran Bleigh; sister-
in-law Judy House; and 
nephew Donnie Mullens, 
Jr. She is survived by 
daughter Tammy Sandy 
(Eddy); son Sean Miller 
(Donna); grandsons Josh-
ua Sandy (Brianna) and 
Brandon Sandy; 4 great-
grandchildren, Jack, Jill, 
June, and Johnny Sandy; 
brothers Clint Gail Mul-
lens (Mary) and Donnie 
Mullens (Gloria Brown); 
nephews Michael Mul-
lens (Krissy) and Toby 
Mullens; brother-in-law 
Arnold House; nieces 
Melanie Thosteson (Pete), 
Amy DiVenere (Mat-
thew), Natalie Simpson 
(Andy), Sonja Trombly 
(Wendell), and Amber 
Williams (Frank); in ad-
dition to several great-
nieces, great-nephews, 
cousins and friends; and 
special pet Chihuahua, 
Mei.

Memorial Services 
to celebrate Ellen’s life 
will be held on Sunday, 
May 29, 2022 at 2:00 PM 
at Dodd & Reed Funeral 
Home, Webster Springs. 
Friends and family will 
be received one hour 
prior to service time. In-
terment will be in Miller 
Family Cemetery, Grassy 
Creek. 

In lieu of fl owers, do-
nations may be made in 
Ellen’s memory to David 
Gillespie, 386 Bell Street, 
Webster Springs, WV 
26288 for maintaining 
Lover’s Lane Boardwalk 
in Webster Springs.

Online condolences 
may be sent to the fam-
ily at www.doddreed� .
com.

Dodd & Reed Funeral 
Home is honored to be 
serving Ellen’s family.

Pat’s 
Chats

By Pat Ridpath

One last invitation 
for you to come to Mary 
Ann Bucklew’s Memo-
rial Service on Sunday, 
May 22 at 10 a.m.  I want 
all of you who were ac-
quainted with her and 
loved her to come to the 
Buckhannon Seventh-
day Adventist Church 
for the Celebration of her 
Life.  Luncheon will be 
served after the service.  
In lieu of fl owers, please 
send donations in mem-
ory of her to the Buck-
hannon SDA Church, at 
P. O. Box 205, Buckhan-
non, WV 26201.   

There have been so 
many tragedies lately, it 
is almost diffi  cult to tell 
you that Mary Ann’s Me-
morial will be a Celebra-
tion of Life.  She loved 
her church, loved to sing 
there, especially if she 
was doing special mu-
sic.  Her great-grandchil-
dren, Drew, Aven, Reeve 
and Adah will be sing-
ing for us.  They are the 
grandchildren of Bruce 
and Carol Bucklew and, 

like her, they enjoy sing-
ing for people.  I am sure 
you will all enjoy hear-
ing her talent carried on 
through her li� le great-
grands.  Everyone is wel-
come.   

I enjoy articles wri� en 
for the papers similar to 
my Pat’s Chats.  Larry 
Knight often has an inter-
esting story to tell,   And 
this week is no exception.  
It is about a friend of his, 
Peg Leg McCoy.   Also, 
Jeane� e Riffl  e wrote 
about a Strange Squir-
rel which they took a 
picture of and included.  
The squirrel has a white 
stripe down his back.  

Another writer, Jo-
seph J. Mazzella, touched 
my heart with his article 
this week entitled “A Sin-
gle Piece of Trash.”  He 
spoke to all of us.  He and 
his children when they 
were younger would 
take a trash bag to the 
lake and pick up trash 
as they walked slowly, 
step by step, around the 
lake, picking up all sorts 

of things including an 
old shoe and took “one 
last look at the lake as 
the sun set.  It looked 
more beautiful then ever 
and I felt like God and 
the angels were looking 
down upon it with us 
and sharing our smiles.”  
He went on to say that 
“at times the world’s 
problems can seem over-
whelming and you won-
der what you can do to 
make a diff erence.  But 
the truth is everything 
you do makes a diff er-
ence!  Every time you 
stoop to pick up a single 
piece of trash you make 
a diff erence in God’s 
world.  Every smile you 
share makes a diff erence.  
Every helping hand you 
extend makes a diff er-
ence.  Every prayer you 
pray makes a diff erence.   
Every loving thought 
you think, every hug 
you share, every fl ower 
you plant, every animal 
you save, everything you 
do, no ma� er how small, 
makes a diff erence in this 
world.  

“Make your diff erence 
today! Share your love.  
Shine your light.  Live 
your life.  Pick up a piece 
of trash.  And make the 
angels smile.”  

Maranatha

While I did not have an opponent in the 63rd District’s 
Democratic primary, I greatly appreciate everyone who 
came out and took part in one of the most important 
exercises of civic duty life has to off er.  I am humbled 
that so many folks in the 63rd District have decided to 
support me in my endeavor of bringing more jobs, better 
roads, and better schools to Braxton and Gilmer Coun-
ties.
I congratulate both of my Republican colleagues on their 
primary campaigns, and look forward to the Fall.
Now begins the work for the general election in Novem-
ber. Although it may seem like a long road lies ahead, 
Election Day will be here before you know it. Th e team 
and I are excited, and look forward to the opportuni-
ties we will have to discuss common-sense solutions for 
north-central West Virginia. I look forward to hearing 
from you. Kevin Carpenter

Paid for Kevin Carpenter for West Virginia

The First Baptist 
Church of Burnsville will 
be holding our annual 
Hot Dog Sale on Satur-
day, May 28, at the Burns-
ville City Park, following 
the Alumni Parade.

Also, Burnsville CEOS 

Burnsville Hot Dog Sale
Club will be selling baked 
goods.

Time is 11:00. All pro-
ceeds go to helping the 
community.

Come out and join the 
Burnsville Alumni in cel-
ebrating Memorial Day.

Burnsville Community Educational
Outreach Service Club (CEOS)

The Burnsville CEOS 
Club met May 11 at the 
Burnsville Mayor’s Of-
fice with Diane Hosey 
Hostess. The meeting 
was called to order by 
President Betty Car-
son with roll call and 
pledge to Flag by all 
present.

For meditations, Pat 
Drake read a poem 
“Blessing of Peace”.

Diane, the Health 
Motivator told us that 
growing a garden, car-
ing for house plants 
and flowers would im-
prove our moods, burn 
off calories and being 
out in the sun releas-
es natural good hor-
mones promoting men-
tal well-being. What is 
West Virginia’s State 
Soil? -Monongahela 
soil occurs on more 
than 100,000 acres in 45 
counties in WV and is 
considered prime farm-
land soil well-suited for 
crop production. One 

of the founding fathers 
of modern psychology, 
Benjamin Rush believed 
that getting hands on 
and hands dirty had a 
healing effect. (a little 
WV trivia).

The Weston Area 
Meeting is May 21st. 
Barbour County is 
Hosting this year.

Show and Share Day 
is May 19th at Heaters 
Community Bldg.

We will be having 
a “Bake Sale” after 
the Alumni Parade in 
Burnsville on May 28th 
at the football field.

Hope to see you 
there.

Diane Hosey pre-
sented the lesson this 
month on “West Virgin-
ia Rhythm: Music in the 
Mountain State”

WV music is rooted 
in the storytelling tra-
ditions of Appalachia. 
As immigrants arrived 
in the area known 
as the Appalachian 

Mountains music was 
a shared language of 
each culture---Native 
American Cherokee In-
dians who first loved 
the land, then Scotch-
Irish settlers who ex-
plored the region, and 
the African Americans 
who came as slaves or 
railroad workers shar-
ing their own unique 
sounds. The music is 
rooted in storytelling 
but it also offers a com-
bination of country, 
folk, soul, rhythm and 
blues and blue-grass 
that will get anyone 
dancing. There will be 
a lot of music festivals 
going on this summer. 
“The Hills

Are Alive With the 
Sound of Music!!

The next meeting 
will be June 8th at the 
Burnsville Mayor’s Of-
fice 10am with Bobbi 
Bragg Hostess.

Hope all of you can 
make it out next month.

By: Joseph J. Mazzella
The up and down, back 
and forth, twisty and 
turny weather of March 
had carried over into the 
fi rst few weeks of April 
this year. We had clouds 
and sunshine, rain and 
snow, below freezing 
frost in the morning and 
t-shirt wearing 70 degree 
sunshine in the after-
noon. Even the heater 
and AC unit were tak-
ing turns in my house. 
But at last we seemed to 
get enough sunshine and 
warmth for Spring to “re-
ally” arrive here. Apple 
and Cherry blossoms ap-
peared on the trees. The 
grass started to green 
and grow again. And the 
fl owers fi nally started to 
shoot up through the dirt 
and bless us with their 

beauty and wonderful 
scents.
Just this morning I took 
a nice, slow stroll in the 
sunshine through my 
neighborhood. In it I saw 
yellow daff odils, purple 
phlox, crocus, hyacinth, 
and multi-colored tulips 
all blooming at once. I 
also saw hillsides cov-
ered in thousands upon 
thousands of dandelions 
with their li� le, yellow 
faces smiling in the sun. 
I could even smell the 
“Spring” in the air. After 
a long winter of smell-
ing only smoke from 
wood stoves it was a pure 
joy smelling all of these 
fl owers again. I even got 
down on my knees and 
bent down close to enjoy 
the smell of each one. I 
was amazed too at how 

God gave each species 
of fl ower it’s own unique 
scent.
I walked back home with 
a smile on my face and a 
peace in my heart. This 
whiff  of Spring had light-
ened my spirits, bright-
ened my day, cleared my 
mind, warmed my heart, 
and touched my soul. I 
felt the Love of God in 
every living thing and I 
thanked God for Love, 
for this world, and for 
this life.
Like a fl ower in the fi eld 
each one of us is unique 
as well. We are special. 
We are beautiful.
We are a part of God’s 
creation and we each 
have our own unique 
talents and love to share. 
Let this world get a whiff  
of who you really are 
then. Make your life a 
gift to everyone.

A Whiff of Spring
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PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Braxton County Board of 
Education hereby gives notice 
that a public hearing, per WV 
Code §18-5-4, with regard to its 
2022-2023 operating budget will 

be held at 6:00 p.m. on May 24, 
2022 at the Board Offi ce.  At this 
hearing, reasonable time shall be 
granted to any person or persons 
who wish to speak regarding parts 
or all of said budget.  Copies of the 

budget document will be available 
for public inspection at the Board 
Offi ce at 98 Carter Braxton Drive, 
Sutton, WV.  5-19  5-26b

WEST VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

Bids will be received electronically by the West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of 
Highways through the Bid Express Bidding Service (www.bidx.com) and by sealed proposals (only when 
prequalifi cation is waived) being received at its offi ce in Building 5, Room 843, 1900 Kanawha Boulevard 
East, Charleston, West Virginia until June 14, 2022 at 10:00 AM (Eastern Standard Time). The bids will be 
downloaded and/or opened and read publicly thereafter for the constructions of the following project(s):

Call   Contract         State Project     Federal Project Description
009   2021000130R1    U304-79-49-.40 00     HSIP-0792(306)D    GUARDRAIL
       SERVIA-BURNSVILLE RD
       SERVIA-BURNSVILLE RD
       COUNTY: BRAXTON

DBE GOAL: 12% OF CONTRACT BID AMOUNT. BIDDER MUST PROVIDE WRITTEN ASSURANCE OF 
MEETING THE GOAL ON FORM IN PROPOSAL
REMARKS:
Proposals will be received from prequalifi ed and West Virginia licensed contractors only except that on 
Federal-Aid Projects a contractor’s license is not required at the time of bid, but will be required before 
work can begin. Registration is required with the Department of Administration, Division of Purchasing, in 
accordance with Chapter 5A, Article 3, Section 12 of the West Virginia Code. All contractors submitting 
bids on project(s) must submit with their bid a Proposal Guaranty Bond for $500.00 or 5% of the total bid, 
whichever is greater.
The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways reserves the right to defer, delay 
or postpone the date for receiving and publicly opening proposals for any project designated in this 
advertisement, without the necessity of renewing such advertisement. The deferment, delay, postponement 
and the date that proposals will be received and publicly opened will be available on www.bidx.com.
The West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways hereby notifi es all bidders that it will 
affi rmatively ensure that in any contracts entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority business 
enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation and will not be 
discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, religion, sex or national origin in consideration for 
an award.
West Virginia Department of Transportation
Division of Highways
Kenneth T. Given
for Gehan M. Elsayed, P.E., Ph.D.
Chief Engineer of Programs and Performance Management
Deputy State Highway Engineer        5-10  5-19b

Just One Generation 
cat rescue was started in 
2013 in response to the 
severe feline overpopu-
lation in this area.  Our 
initial emphasis was on 
the Trap, Neuter, and 
Release (TNR) of feral 
cats as well as to facili-
tate the spay/neuter of 
domestic cats.   

Adoption of owner-
less cats and kittens 
came later, as was in-
corporated with the pro-
gram because there was 
no place else for these 
animals to go.

But, due to previous-
ly made travel plans and 
family commitments, 
Just One Generation 
will NOT be available to 
take in new animals or 
to adopt cats and kittens 
during the months of 
June, July, and August 
2022.

Our spay/neuter as-
sistance program will 
continue during this 
time.

If you have thought-
fully considered pet 
ownership, NOW may be 
the time to add a feline 
friend to your family. 

Our program cur-
rently has multiple 
healthy, social cats and 
kittens that are available 
for a modest adoption 
fee, that includes im-
munizations, deworm-
ing, fl ea protection, as 
well as spay/neuter and 
rabies vaccine when the 
kittens are four months 
old.

Featured today are 
several kittens currently 
waiting for homes of 
their own, but others 
will soon be coming.   
Additional photos can be 
seen on petfinder.com 
by entering a search for 
CATS at location 26623 
or on the Just One Gen-
eration Facebook page.  
Contact  Sally Stewart. 
as 304-364-4136 to ar-
range a visit or for addi-
tional information.

Archie, Bella, Char-
coal:  7-8 weeks, black/

white litter

Stuart, Dory, Elvis:  
7 week old litter that in-
cludes 3 gray/white and 
2 black kittens

This Week in West Virginia History
tle of Lewisburg, Union 
troops repelled a Confed-
erate advance, killing 38 
and wounding 66, while 
losing only 13 men.

May 23, 1941: Rod 

Thorn was born in Princ-
eton. Thorn a� ended 
West Virginia University, 
where he was an All-
American guard. Thorn 
has had an extended and 
distinguished career in 
the National Basketball 
Association.

May 24, 1896: Confed-
erate General John Echols 
died in Staunton, Virgin-
ia. Echols served in the 
Kanawha Valley in 1862 
and commanded Confed-
erate forces at their de-
feat at the Ba� le of Droop 
Mountain in November 
1863.

e-WV: The West Vir-
ginia Encyclopedia is a 
project of the West Vir-
ginia Humanities Coun-
cil. For more information, 
contact the West Virginia 
Humanities Council, 
1310 Kanawha Blvd. E., 
Charleston, WV 25301; 
(304) 346-8500; or visit 
e-WV at www.wvencyclo-
pedia.org.

The following events 
happened on these dates 
in West Virginia history. 
To read more, go to e-WV: 
The West Virginia Ency-
clopedia at www.wvency-
clopedia.org.

May 18, 2012: Ice 
Mountain in Hampshire 
County was named a Na-
tional Natural Landmark 
by the U.S. Department of 
the Interior at a ceremony 
to mark the 50th anniver-
sary of the program.

May 19, 1920: Ten 
people were killed in 
what became known as 
the Matewan Massacre.  
Baldwin-Felts detectives 
came to Matewan to evict 
striking miners and their 
families, but Police Chief 
Sid Hatfi eld tried to stop 
the evictions as being un-
authorized by law.

May 20, 1949: Nick Joe 
Rahall II was born in Beck-
ley. When Rahall entered 
Congress in 1977, he was 

its youngest member.

May 21, 1853: William 
M.O. Dawson was born in 
Bloomington, Maryland, 
just across the Potomac 
River from what is now 
the Eastern Panhandle of 
West Virginia. He became 
the 12th governor of West 
Virginia.

May 22, 1947: Supreme 
Court Justice Margaret 
‘‘Peggy’’ Workman was 
born in Charleston. In 
the election of Novem-
ber 1988, she became the 
fi rst woman on the West 
Virginia Supreme Court 
of Appeals and the fi rst 
woman to be elected to 
statewide offi  ce in West 
Virginia.

May 23, 1862: In what 
became known as the Bat-

Just One Generation: Kitty Korner

believe Manny is house 
trained because he takes 
the opportunity to potty 
outside when walked.

Lacy is still adopt-
able! This five year  old 
female treeing walker 
coonhound was found 
as a stray. This girl 
seems to always have a 
smile on her face. She 
has a happy go lucky 
personality that prances 
around with her head 
in the clouds. She gets 
along with everyone she 
meets,  dogs and people 
alike. Lacy has likely 
never lived indoors be-
fore. She walks great on 
a leash and doesn’t seem 
to be afraid of anything!

Adoptable Dogs at the Braxton
County Animal Shelter

Are you looking 
to add a four legged, 
tail wagging member 
to your family? Res-
cues from the Braxton 
County Animal Shelter 
are looking for their fi-
nal “Furever” homes 
and are anxious to meet 
you. There is a reason 
we call them man’s best 
friend. We can learn 
so many things from a 
dog’s behavior, person-
ality, demeanor, resil-
iency, and most impor-
tantly, the willingness 
to provide their family 
members with uncondi-
tional love, loyalty, and 
companionship down 
to their very last breath. 
BCAS is open Monday 
through Friday from 10-
3.  There is no charge 
to surrender a dog, but 
donations toward their 
care are appreciated. 
Adoptions are $99.00 for 
male dogs and $119.00 
for female dogs, and 
include spay/neuter, ra-
bies vaccination, parvo/
distemper vaccination, 
kennel cough vaccina-
tion, flea treatment and 
deworming. No dog 
will leave the shelter 
unfixed and we are very 
willing to work with 
reputable 501c3 rescues. 
Please call the shelter 
for vet pricing and ask 
for our adoption/rescue 
coordinator Megan at 
(304)765-2200

The Braxton County 
Animal Shelter is in 
need of bleach dona-
tions. To keep the shel-
ter clean and our pups 
healthy, we sanitize 
our kennels with bleach 
and use it quite often. 
Follow the link to the 
BCAS wishlist on Ama-

zon: https://www.ama-
z o n . c o m / h z / w i s h l i s t /
ls/238VIEAY1J4MW... 

Thank you for your 
continued support of 
our shelter pals!

Jessie is still avail-
able! This Momma girl 
is Dalmation mix who 
is around one and a half 
years old. weighin fifty-

five pounds. Jessie loves 
to go on hikes, having 
kids to play with, going 
swimming, and she is a 
super dog friendly. Jes-
sie is a happy-go-lucky 
girl and would love a 
big family to give her 
love to. She walks well 
on a leash and is quiet 
in her kennel too.

Manny was picked 
up by animal con-
trol because sadly, his 
owner passed away. 
Manny is very social 
and affectionate,he 
likes to give a random 
kisess on your chin ev-
ery now and then. He 
seems to have been well 
loved Manny isn’t yet 
neutered. We are esti-
mating him to be three 
years old. He walks 
great on a leash and we 

The Central West Vir-
ginia Hunting Dog As-
sociation has closed for 
business, and will no 
longer host canine hunts, 
activities or events under 
this club name or FEIN # 

20-8653001.
We appreciate those 

who have a� ended events 
and supported the club 
throughout the years, and 
it has been a pleasure to 
serve our community.

Central WV Hunting Dog
Association public notice

Anyone wishing to 
make a donation to the 
Sugar Creek Cemetery 
should send it to Eva Ma-
rie Tonkin % Huff man 
Bookkeeping Inc., 512 Elk 
Street, Gassaway, WV 
26624.

We are working on 
trying to resurface the 
black top roads. The an-
nual meeting will be held 

on Monday, May 30, 2022 
at 10:00 am in front of the 
mausoleum.

Anyone interested in 
the cemetery is welcome 
to the meeting. We will be 
voting on a trustee at this 
time.

Trustees: Steve Rollins, 
Eva Tonkin, Kathy Ul-
drich, Bill Tyo and Kenny 
Stout.

Donations needed for
sugar creek cemetery 

On May 29, 2022 at 
1pm we will gather at 
Kniceley McCray Ceme-
tery to decorate our loved 
ones graves and have our 
annual business meeting. 
A yearly report will be 
given at that time. Any-
one interested with the 
upkeep of the cemetery is 
welcome.

We would like to take 
this opportunity to thank 

those that donated this 
past year toward the up-
keep of the cemetery. Your 
donations are greatly ap-
preciated. Please send 
donations to Kniceley Mc-
Cray Cemetery c/o Linda 
Anderson, Treasurer, 45 
Vernon Road, Su� on, WV 
26601.

Trustees: Rich King, 
Michael Bright, Austin 
Bleigh and Chris Kniceley.

Kniceley McCray cemetery
Sutton Baptist Church

is looking for anyone
interested in demolition

and removal of a building.
Please contact us at

304-765-5442
to submit your bids.

The building is asbestos
free and has had

an asbestos abatement.

Elk River DAR installs 2022-25 offi cers
The new offi  cers of the 

Elk River Daughters of 
the American Revolution 
Chapter were installed at 

Pictured seated are, left to right: Elizabeth Stewart, Treasurer; Amy Starcher, Reg-
istrar; Ruth Mooney, Regent and Dorma Dawson, Vice Regent. Standing are Dab-
ney Phillips, Corresponding Secretary; Charlene Lewis, Recording Secretary; and 
Meg Ashby, Historian-Librarian. Not pictured is Linda Racer, Chaplain.

the April 24, 2022 meeting.
Elk River Chapter mem-

bers are from Nicholas, 
Clay, Calhoun and Brax-

ton Counties. Additional 
information about this ser-
vice organization may be 
found at www.dar.org.



FOR SALE 1962 Massey 
Furgason 50 Series with 
bush hog and blade $2,500 
304 765-5924                   TF

GARAGE SALE: Thursday, 
May 19, and Friday, May 20, 
9am to 6pm, and Saturday, 
May 21 9am to 4pm. Drake 
residence on Big Run Hill on 
Wilsie Road, 2 mile off Rt. 4 
from Frametown.          5-19p

NO TRESPASSING on the 
Jett property at 305 River 
Street, Sutton between the al-
ley and the Elk River. There 
will be electronic surveil-
lance. Not responsible for ac-
cidents. Bill Jett. 5-10  6-28p

NO TRESPASSING on our 
property on Road Run in Sut-
ton, West Virginia. Michael 
A. Westfall (Tony) and John 
Henry Westfall, JR. (Tarzen). 
Legal action will be taken for 
trespassers without written 
consent by owner.   
  3-29  5-19p

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING!  Be-
come a Medical Office Pro-
fessional online at CTI!  Get 
Trained, Certified & ready 
to work in months!  Call 
877-635-0244. The Mission, 
Program Information and 
Tuition is located at Ca-
reerTechnical.edu/consumer-
information.  (M-F 8am-6pm 
ET)

EARN $15,000 - $40,000 
OVER 5 YEARS #1 Hunting 

home care for young adult 
during the Summer in the 
Napier area. Drug/Back-
ground check, First Aid & 
CPR required. Call 304-689-
0096.         5-3  5-24p

FOR RENT: 30 foot RV 10x28 
built on front room. Good for 
1-2 people to live comforta-
bly. Available now (304)678-
4070 (304)364-8311 call for 
more information.

FOR RENT: 4 Bedroom 
1-story newer brick house 
with garage in Summers-
ville. $750 plus deposit. Elec-
tric heat. No pets. 304-644-
5550                                        TF

BURNSVILLE TRAILER 
PARK: Trailer lots for rent 
only, NO trailers for rent! 
Background check required. 
Trash & sewer included. 
Absolutely NO pets! Call 
(304)853-9103 today.             tf 

WANTED: Contents of old 
gas stations-cans, signs, 
pumps. Contents of old 
barns & houses. Indian ar-
rowheads. Call Theo at 304-
644-6700 or 304-472-5821.
  4-19 5-12p

HELP WANTED: Seeking an 
Accountant, may be Entry 
Level at Appalachian Timber 
in Sutton, WV
Full-time - full benefits. Send 
resume to laston@rockwell-
vc.com – EEO          5-19 6-10b

HELP WANTED: Braxton 
County Board of Education 
is accepting applications for: 
Substitute Bus Operators and 
Substitute Custodians. Loca-
tion:  All. Salary: State Mini-
mum Salary Schedule for 
Service Personnel. Qualifica-
tions:  High School Graduate/
GED . To apply:  Please visit 
our website at:  http://boe.
brax.k12.wv.us.               
 5-10  5-19b

HELP WANTED - NOTICE:  
IMMEDIATE OPENING: 
The Braxton County Asses-
sor will be accepting applica-
tions for a Part Time Deputy 
Assessor.   BAT training is 
required and will be pro-
vided by my office.   Applica-
tions can be picked up at the 
County Clerk’s Office located 
on the first floor of the Court-
house.  Please submit your 
application on or before the 
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BRAXTON

WANTED

CLASSIFIEDS

STATE WIDE

MISC.
ITEMS

IN BRAXTON

CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS 
Buy it! Sell it! Find it fast!Buy it! Sell it! Find it fast!

ALL STATE PAVING
Driveway paving & Repair -Garage

Floors - Sidewalks - Patios - & More!
We also seal coat driveways!

Richard L Small, Owner
Licensed & Insured WV 014137

304.472.8097 - 301.363.5556

Over 40 years experience!
FREE ESTIMATES

Driveways, Parking lots, 
Patch work, Seal coating. 

Machine laid & rolled.
Free estimates. Senior Discounts.

 License & insured. Work guaranteed.
Call (304)765-4100

Richards
Paving

All Classifi eds
are due by
4:00 P.M

ever Thursday!
Classifi eds: 

$5.00 FIRST 25 
words, .20 per 

word after. Add 
$1.00 for border. 

Classifi ed
Display: $6.75 

per column in.
Business & 

Professional: 1 
square $7.00

per week,
2 squares

$14 per week.

Call: (304)765-5193 
Fax: (304)765-2754

Email:
editor@bcn-news.com
  Mail in or drop off: 
501 Main St. Sutton,

WV 26601

25th day of May, 2022.   Ap-
plications can be mailed or 
hand delivered to: Braxton 
County Assessor, 300 Main 
Street, Sutton, West Virginia 
26601, Attention: Edith G. 
Tichner.    EOE   
5-12  5-19b

HELP WANTED: Camden 
Family Health currently has 
a full-time position open for 
a Counselor/Social Worker. 
Acceptable licensures in-
clude Licensed Independ-
ent Clinical Social Worker 
(LICSW), Licensed Certified 
Social Worker (LCSW), Li-
censed Graduate Social 
Worker (LGSW), Licensed 
Clinical Psychologist or Li-
censed Professional Counse-
lor (LPC), or would accept 
eligible MSW or MA for 
licensure to work in our Be-
havioral Health programs.  
Applicant will provide be-
havioral health services at 
our centers and in our School 
Based Behavioral Health Pro-
grams in the Webster County 
area.  Applicants must be 
able to work independently 
and under supervision as a 
member of a Primary Care 
Team. Travel between loca-
tions will be required. Com-
petitive salary and benefit 
package is available.  You 
may apply at camdenfamily-
health.com We are      
EOE.                   5-12 5-19b 

HELP WANTED: In search 
of a person to provide in 

Lease Company In America 
Customize your contract. 
Call Base Camp Leasing | 
(888) 871-1982

LOOKING FOR ASSISTED 
LIVING,  memory care, or 
independent living? A Place 
for Mom simplifies the pro-
cess of finding senior living 
at no cost to your family. 
Call 1-888-918-8270  today!

STROKE AND CARDIO-
VASCULAR DISEASE are 
leading causes of death, ac-
cording to the American 
Heart Association. Screen-
ings can provide peace of 
mind or early detection! 
Contact Life Line Screening 
to schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 1-855-915-
3562 
DON’T LET THE STAIRS 
LIMIT YOUR MOBILITY! 
Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on 
the stairs, is concerned about 
a fall or wants to regain ac-
cess to their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide today!  
1-844-592-5113

PORTABLE OXYGEN 
CONCENTRATOR May Be 
Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mo-
bility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 833-274-3943 

UP TO $15,000.00 OF 
GUARANTEED Life Insur-
ance! No medical exam or 
health questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and other 
final expenses. Call Physi-
cians Life Insurance Com-
pany- 888-217-5559 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/wv

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual In-
surance Company. Coverage 
for 350 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE 
Dental Information Kit with 
all the details! 1-855-405-
3412 www.dental50plus.
com/press #6258

APPLYING FOR SOCIAL 
SECURITY DISABILITY or 
Appealing a Denied Claim? 
Call Bill Gordon & Assoc. 
Our case managers simplify 
the process & work hard to 
help with your case.  Call 
1-844-448-0317 FREE Con-
sultation. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St 
NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM 
Bar.)]

GREEN ROADS’ PAIN 
RELIEF CREAM. Great for 
backaches, arthritis, muscle 
aches & more. Get pain re-
lief exactly where you need 
it most. Use code: PAIN to 
get three FREE gifts! Visit 
http://greencbdtoday.com/
wvpress

4G LTE HOME INTERNET 
Now Available!  Get GotW3 
with lightning fast speeds 
plus take your service with 
you when you travel!  As 
low as $109.99/mo! 833-586-
1598

DIRECTV Stream - The Best 
of Live & On-Demand On 
All Your Favorite Screens. 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. Stream on 
20 devices in your home at 
once. HBO Max included for 
3 mos (w/CHOICE Package 
or higher.) No annual con-
tract, no hidden fees! Some 
restrictions apply. Call IVS 
1-855-656-0296 

DIRECTV NOW. No Satel-
lite Needed. $40/month. 65 
Channels. Stream Breaking 
News, Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No An-
nual Contract. No Commit-
ment. CALL 1-855-767-6026
DISH Network. $64.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE 
HD DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call today! 
1-855-736-4350 

EARTHLINK HIGH SPEED 
INTERNET.  As Low As 
$49.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink To-
day 1-866-305-7264

HUGHESNET SATELLITE 
INTERNET - 25mbps start-
ing at $49.99/mo! Get More 
Data   FREE Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in!  FREE Stand-
ard Installation for lease cus-
tomers! Limited Time, Call 
1-877-567-2866

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call: 844-601-2044

UPDATE YOUR HOME 
with Beautiful New Blinds & 
Shades.  FREE in-home esti-
mates make it convenient to 
shop from home. Profession-
al installation.  Top quality 
- Made in the USA.  Call for 
free consultation:  877-802-
8381.  Ask about our specials!

HANDS ON THE RIVER 
MASSAGE, Geraldine 
Gardner, LMT, 3422 Pennsyl-
vania Ave., Charleston, WV. 
Call (304) 541-9139 for an ap-
pointment.  

PREPARE FOR POWER 
OUTAGES TODAY with a 
GENERAC home standby 
generator. $0 Money Down 
+ Low Monthly Payment Op-
tions.  Request a FREE Quote 
� Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-901-
2301

THE GENERAC PWRCELL, 
a solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, reduce 
your reliance on the grid, 
prepare for power outages 
and power your home. Full 
installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing 
Option. Request a FREE, no 
obligation, quote today. Call 
1-833-310-1895 

Call today!
304-765-5193

Only $16.00!Only $16.00!
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Friendly Fox
By: Jeane� e Riffl  e

We have a red fox com-
ing off  the hill out front 
every evening about dusk 
and it has been seen right 
beside the house at the 
pine tree. It is a red fox, 
a pre� y thing. Always in 
the past, a fox would stay 
it’s distance from us. We 
would see it on the lower 
end of the property, but 
this one is brave. There 
doesn’t seem to be any-
thing wrong with it. May-
be it’s just hungry. My 
husband said that when 
he was growing up at the 
Shock log cabin, a fox was 
carrying their chickens off  
and he followed the trail 
of feathers to see where 
the den was. It was on 
the hill, across the road 
from where we now live. 
Our big dog gives this 
one a run for it’s money, 
but it still keeps coming 
back. I’m glad we don’t 
have chickens. We think 
it is eating grubs, bugs, 
and anything it can fi nd. 
You can tell when Ras-
cal is barking at the fox. 
He growls along with the 
bark and he watches that 
hillside when evening 
comes. I hear that growl 
and I tell Hubby that the 
fox is back. He takes a big 
fl ashlight, goes out on 
the front porch and scans 
the fi eld. Sure enough, 
That’s what is out there. 
It doesn’t like the bright 
light shinning in it’s eyes 
and it goes to the road. 
Sometimes it sets down 

On the Other Side
of the Mountain

The trees are fully 
leafed out, except for the 
oaks. When the oak leaves 
are the size of a squir-
rel’s ear the soil is warm 
enough to plant corn. The 
old timers never needed a 
soil thermometer, as ex-
perience and observation 
guided them. Of course 
it is also warm enough to 
plant squashes, cucum-
bers, beans and set toma-
toes outside. Our last pos-
sible date of frost here is 
May 20th, so keep all this 
in mind while se� ing out 
your plants and seeds. 
Each season is visually so 
unique in our mountains.

Of course, everybody 
always looks forward to 
the color display in fall, 
but I fi nd spring just as 
wonderful, lasting only 
a very short period of 
time when the fi rst leaves 
emerge and faint greens 
are do� ing the woods, 
then a few days later a 
whole array of pastel 
colors in every shade of 
green, some red, tan and 
purple mixed in appear, 
together with some magic 
white fl owers of the Sar-
vis and dogwood trees, 
truly a perfect master 
piece of  an impressionis-
tic painting, all produced 
by the most splendid art-
ist, nature.

Greg and I never give 
each other presents any-
more. We need very li� le 
and if we don’t have it 
right away, we can do 
without or invent some-
thing to make do.  I was 
very surprised when he 
showed up with a huge 
box when he returned 
from ge� ing the mail, 
wishing me a merry 
Christmas , sometime 
back in December. Instead 
of being thankful I re-
minded him of not wast-
ing money for no reason. 
It turns out that it was a 
much needed contraption. 
I am not ge� ing younger 
and trimming hooves 
becomes more painful 
for my back. I used to be 
able to trim hooves every 
Wednesday for an hour 
and a half. I rarely had a 
problem with handling 
goats. Some posed more 
of a challenge, but trim-
ming sheep’s hooves can 
be back breaking. Our 
goats are used to being 
handled (milked) every 
day, but the sheep are 
stubborn and uncoopera-
tive. With my Christmas 
present I could easily 
open a  5 star sheep lux-
ury spa, trim hooves for 
hours and never get tired! 
I’ll add a picture to make 
my position clear.

Perennial herbs are the 
easiest to keep, but they 
need to be kept as weed-
free as possible, with the 
exception of mints. We 
have spearmint, apple 
mint, peppermint and I 
warn you they take over 
where ever we plant them, 
no weed is any challenge 
to them, but they are 
wonderful fresh in salads 
or dried for use as teas in 
winter.

We have an oregano 
patch that dates back 40 
years, started from a few 
plants given to us by Bri-
an and Jeff  who now live 
in another state. 

This oregano is diff er-
ent in taste than the Greek 
oregano I raised from 
seeds, but we use both of 
them and cherish the dif-
ference. Oregano is eas-
ily started from seeds and 
once established will be a 
permanent feature in the 
herb garden, maybe for-
ever. We use a few sprigs 
every day in our salad, 
but it is wonderful in any 
tomato dish (sauce, pizza, 

soup). We dry quite a bit 
for use in winter by dry-
ing the whole stem, then 
when dry, remove the 
leaves from the stems. 
We keep the dried leaves 
in the freezer, the stems 
are discarded.

Another daily herb in 
our salad is sage. It comes 
in many varieties, but I 
only have the common 
sage, a velvety, green-
ish plant. It can be used 
in teas, soups, stews, as 
well as other meat dishes.  
Both oregano and sage 
have medicinal proper-
ties, both are rich in anti-
oxidants and are antibac-
terial.

A favorite of course is 
parsley, either the fl at or 
curled leafed one.  Not 
only can parsley be used 
in pre� y much all reci-
pes, raw or cooked or in-
fused in smoothies, but it 
has decorative qualities 
and can be added to any 
plate to make the presen-
tation more appealing. 
Somebody who has kid-
ney disease should avoid 
parsley. It is recommend-
ed for folks who have bad 
breath, since one of its 
compounds, chlorophyll 
can kill bad bacteria that 
causes bad breath in your 
mouth, of course brush-
ing and fl ossing might 
have the same eff ect.

Another beloved herb 
is chives, an onion like 
tasting plant with many 
uses. It does not have to 
be dried for freezing, just 
cut into quarter inch piec-
es, then put into a double 
ziplock bag. There are 
many health claims for 
chives, especially for 
heart health, lowering the 
LDL cholesterol level, but 
I could never fi nd any in-
formation on how much 
one would have to eat to 
make a diff erence.

Rosemary is hard to 
start from seed, as it has 
a poor germination rate. 
Use po� ing soil for your 
container, soak the seeds 
for several hours prior 
to planting, then put 
the seed tray on a heat-
ing mat.  Seed thickly. 
It might take at least 30 
days till seedlings ap-
pear, even under ideal 
conditions. Be patient. 
Keep the growing medi-
um moist at all times and 
don’t turn off  the heating 
mat. Another way to start 
a new plant is to clip sev-
eral tender sprouts off  a 
mature plant in summer, 
strip off  the lower leaves 
and put them in water 
glasses fi lled with water. 
Usually some roots will 
grow within  two weeks 
or so. Once the roots are 
visible, transfer the cut-
tings to containers with 
soil. I usually start more 
than one, just to make 
sure at least one will 
make it. We have to take 
our rosemary pots inside 
in winter.

We also have a pot of 
lemon grass, which is a 
tropical plant and can 
only be outside when all 
danger of frost has past. 
It makes a wonderful tea 
and its grass-like struc-
ture reaching high up in 
winter, makes the room 
look cheerful.

There are other herbs, 
thyme, lemon balm, lem-
on thyme,  marjoram but 
I wrote about the ones we 
use the most. Consider 
that they are all super 
nutritious foods, packed 
with vitamins, antioxi-
dants, acting as antibac-
terials, helping digestion, 
one cannot possibly go 
wrong, using them ev-
ery day. Don’t forget the 
pleasure of added fl avor 
to your dishes.

Fern unfolding

Our daily herb portion to add to the salad

 sheep pedicure in new spa chair

White peony

up there and sometimes it 
heads for the hillside. Ras-
cal has a invisible fence or 
he wouldn’t be here. He 
was taking off  after deer, 
crossing the road, and go-
ing up the hill after them. 
He would not come back 
when we called him and 
that was back when he 
was  a pup, not even a year 
old, yet. He was big and 
looked older. We knew we 
had to do something. The 
dogs we had before didn’t 
act like that. They have 
crossed over rainbow 
bridge, as the saying goes.

Last evening we saw a 
coyote running the trail 
across the creek behind 
us. Hubby went for a gun 
but by the time he got 
to the back door, it was 
out of sight. He just got 
a glimpse now and then 
through all the greenery. 
Trees have really leafed 
out this past week.  

People are still cleaning 
up from that fl ood. The 
woods beside us was the 
worst.  Duane took the old 
tractor and hauled debris  
away.  This has been a nice 
Sunday. So far, no storms. 
They were called for but 
as my pen pal in Florida 
said,  “The best weather 
forecast is to look out the 
door.” My allergies have 
been acting up so I don’t 
linger for long outside. 
Until next time, everyone 
please continue to be safe 
and take care. Covid is 
on the rise in some areas 
again.

Come out and enjoy 
the 8th Annual Elk River 
Summer Float on Sa-
truday, July 16th, 2022 
beginning at the Su� on 
Dam.

This 5-mile fl oat is the 
perfect trip for beginner 
kayakers or groups with 
varied skill levels.

Registration, check-in 
and gear drop starts at 
9:00 a.m. at the dam. 

The fl oat offi  cially 
starts at 11:00 a.m. Come 
early to check-in, drop 
your gear, then drive to 
the Elk River Camp and 
RV to park your car and 
board the waiting shu� les

8th Annual Elk River
Summer Float registration

 The shu� les will bring 
you back to the Su� on 
Dam to start your fl oat.

Registration fee is $20 
per person which in-
cludes a free event shirt 
and shu� le service.

Day-of registration 
will be available, but 
event shirts will be fi rst 
come, fi rst served. Online 
registration ends on July 
10, 2022.

Parking is permissible 
at the Su� on Dam, in the 
lot nearest to the dam. 
The lot furthest from the 
dam will be reserved for 
unloading passengers 
and gear only.

Sign up today, online registration ends on July 10th.

The Skidmore Cem-
etery is in much need of 
contributions to clean 
up the cemetery. The 
contributions over the 
last two years have been 
very low, but this is a 
new year and progress 
must be made.

To make it clear, the 
cemetery has never re-
ceived any help from the 
Town of Sutton, inmate 
labor, community ser-

vice or any other gov-
ernment agency.

Please give to the 
cemetery. The cemetery 
is operated as a non-
business/family cem-
etery.

Please make con-
tributions directly to 
Steve Jones (treasurer) 
or Norma Cutlip (presi-
dent), 240 S. Franklin 
Ave., Sutton, WV 26601. 
Thank you!

Skidmore Cemetery in Sutton

Town of Flatwoods Council
Holds April Meeting

The Town of Flat-
woods Council meeting 
was held on April 19, at 
the Flatwood Munici-
pal Building. The meet-
ing was called to order 
at 6:42 pm by Mayor 
Dale Ball. Pledge of Al-
legiance was said by all. 
Opening Prayer was led 
by Councilman Dennis 
Miller.

Present were Mayor, 
Dale Ball, Treasurer/
Recorder Lisa Hamrick, 
Chief of Police Shawn 
Brown, and Council 
Members, Jake Hamrick 
and Dennis Miller, and 
Keith Long by phone. 

Citizens present were 
Lorie J. Brown and Dan-
ny Lee Smallwood Jr.

Lisa Hamrick read the 
minutes from March 15, 
2022, meeting.   Dennis 
Miller made the motion 
to approve the minutes 
as read.   Jake Hamrick 
seconded.  All were in 
favor, the motion car-
ried.

Lisa Hamrick read 
the Treasurer’s Report. 
Jake Hamrick made the 
motion to approve the 
report as read.   Dennis 
Miller seconded.  All 
were in favor, the mo-
tion carried.

A new salt spreader 
needs to be purchased 

for the side by side.  
Dennis Miller stated 
that we may want to 
consider ordering ice 
melt now as they may be 
a shortage come winter.  

Lisa Hamrick read 
the bill list; Dennis 
Miller made a motion 
to approve the bill list 
as read.   Jake Hamrick 
seconded.  All were in 
favor, the motion car-
ried.

Dennis Miller made 
a motion to table dona-
tion to Braxton softball 
to next meeting.  Jake 
Hamrick seconded. All 
were in favor, the mo-
tion carried.

Dennis Miller made 
a motion to make quar-
terly donation in the 
amount or $1250 to Flat-
woods Volunteer Fire 
Department.  Jake Ham-
rick seconded.  All were 
in favor, the motion car-
ried.

Dennis Miller made 
the motion to lay the 
levy.  Keith Long sec-
onded.  All were in fa-
vor, the motion carried.

Jake Hamrick made 
a motion to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:07 p.m.   
Dennis Miller seconded 
the motion. All were in 
favor, the motion car-
ried.

May 24th Live Mu-
sic Craft Class 9:30 – 
11:00 Early Exercise 
Classes 1:00-3:00. May 
25th Craft Class 9:30-11 
WII Bowling 12:00 Af-
ternoon Card Playing 
May 26th Live Music 
Exercise Classes 1:00-

Braxton County Senior Center  
May 19th-31st activities

3:00 Bible Study 10:00 
am Embroidery Group 
Afternoon Card Play-
ing. May 27th Bingo 
10:00am. May 30th Cen-
ter Closed. May 31st 
Live Music Craft Class 
9:30-11:00 Early Exer-
cise Classes 1:00-3:00
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Braxton County Mid-
dle School football sign 
ups will be held on Fri-
day, May 20th at 5:00 
pm with Coach King in 
the middle school caf-
eteria.

Any upcoming 6th, 
7th or 8th grade stu-
dent who would be 
interested in playing 
football for the middle 
school in the fall please 
make plans to attend.

Again, BCMS foot-
ball sign ups will be 
Friday, May 20th at 
5 PM in the middle 
school cafeteria.

BCMS Knights Football registration

Registraion is May 20 at 5:00 PM in the BCMS caf-
eteria.

Braxton County Middle 
School eigth grade stu-
dents in Ms. Boyce Eng-
lish Language Arts (ELA) 
class created and present-
ed their shields to their 
peers during the fi nal 
days of the school year. 
Ms. Boyce’s Advanced 
ELA students complet-

Braxton County Middle School eighth graders attend knighting ceremony

Ciara Bell presents her shield at the Knighting Cer-
emony.

Eliah Moore discusses various photos on his sheild 
to his peers.

Aubree McDonald takes a turn showing the elements 
of her sheild.

Raegan Brown walks her fellow Knights through ac-
tivities and events throughout her fi nal year.

Melody Jarrell discusses her shield at the Knighting 
Ceremony.

Esmeralda Arambula presents her shield at the 
Knighting Ceremony.

Owen Lowther goes over the various elements of his 
shield.

Cody Stewart talks about  his friends and family 
memories for the 2022 year.

Jeilyn West proudly presents her shield to her class-
mates.

ed the tasks required 
for knighthood. A cel-
ebration with a Knighting 
Ceremony was held in 
their honor.
The shields represented 
their friends, family, ac-
tivities and events, and 
greatest lessons learned 
in their fi nal year at 

Braxton County Middle 
School.
Another step closer to 
Braxton County High 
School, the students have 
offi  cially become knights 
with their shields and 
have gained their wings 
to become an Braxton 
County Eagle.
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