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Students work to ready th

e new BCHS Greenhouse for its’ opening on April 29th.

New BCHS greenhouse
to open Friday, April 29

By Shirley Shuman

The long-awaited
BCHS greenhouse will
open to the public Friday,
April 29, agriculture in-
structor Josh Porto re-
cently announced. The
greenhouse, situated at
the back of the high
school parking lot, is the
fulfillment of what Porto
called “a labor of love.” In
the fall of 2018, he ex-
plained, he “had an
epiphany”: The old
greenhouse was func-
tional but needed im-
provement. Those im-
provements will come
later, the instructor
said, but he followed the
epiphany with the effort
to build a new green-
house. That effort was
obviously successful.

Already operative,
the new structure,
which measures 30’ by
63’, is “full from door to
door,” Porto said. Basi-

cally, it contains what
the other greenhouse
always carried— garden
vegetable plants, herbs,
flower plants, and hang-
ing baskets. The veg-
etable plants contain a
wide variety of tomatoes
and peppers, and the
flower plants offer an ar-
ray from which to
choose.

Porto emphasized
that all his students “get
greenhouse time” and
that the approximately
80 students “have done
it all.” He noted, “I’'m the
facilitator and even
though I do some of the
actual seeding and
transplanting, the stu-
dents manage planting
the seeds in the lab at
the school building, then
filling the pots, trans-
planting the seedlings,
and moving those to the
greenhouse. Here the
instructor explained

that some of his stu-
dents “find love and pas-
sion for the process.”

Explaining the ad-
vantages of the new
greenhouse, Porto noted,
“It’s more accessible
than it’s ever been,” and
added, “With the location
of the other greenhouse,
there were actually
people who didn’t know
we had a greenhouse. Of
course the new one is
also larger.”

The current site of
the new building has
three distinct advan-
tages for students. “It’s
safer now,” the instruc-
tor said. “We’d been
walking through the
parking lot and down the
road.” Students also
have more actual time
in the greenhouse since
the site at the back of the
parking lot is much

Please tum to GREENHOUSE
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This team coached by James Huffman and Johnny Crockett won 1st place at a

= e

Little Pioneer youth league tournament held recently in Glenville.

Braxton team of elementary
school boys wins tournament

A team of seven
Braxton County fourth
and fifth-grade boys won
a four-team basketball
tournament played at
Gilmer on April 9. The
team included players
from the Braxton County
youth basketball teams
and were chosen by
James Huffman and
Johnny Crockett. The
tournament was spon-
sored by Little Pioneers,
a Gilmer County youth
group.

Huffman gave a run-
down of the games the
Braxton boys played and
results of those games
although he did not have
scores for most of the
games. Braxton first
played the team from
Lewis and lost. They de-
feated Calhoun by a wide
margin, Huffman noted,
in their second game
and were able to go on to
the next game.

In their third game,
the Braxton boys faced

Lewis for the second
time. This time they
won, and the win gave
them the right to play in
the championship game.

Davis, Cohen
McPherson, Jayden
Tingler, Lane Lewis,
Holden Lloyd, and Kenton
Meadows.

Commission hears update
on broadband expansion

Melissa O’Brien
with the firm Thompson
& Litton was one of the
first to address the
County Commission at
their regular meeting
last Friday, April 15.
O’Brien’s firm has been
employed by the Roane
County Economic Devel-
opment Authority to pro-
vide engineering ser-
vices for a project to ex-
pand broadband capabili-
ties over 287 miles in a
seven-county area
which includes Braxton.
The Roane based group
is working with the lo-
cal Commission and the
Braxton County Devel-
opment Authority to add
just over 31 miles of fi-
ber optic cable that could
potentially serve 903
households and busi-
nesses.

Commission Presi-
dent Lisa Godwin ex-
plained that the Com-
mission and BCDA had
requested the engineer-
ing firm to revise their
original plan to encom-
pass more areas of the
county that had poor
landline phone service
and little or no cellular
service. “In times of
needs, many are resi-
dents have no way to
contact emergency ser-
vices for assistance and
we wanted those areas
to be a top priority

Town of Sutton’s

where possible,” ex-
plained Godwin.

Funding for the ser-
vice will come from sev-
eral sources. Roane EDA
has applied for a Federal
Grant which will build
the backbone of the ex-
pansion project. The
Braxton County Com-
mission has committed
$1,000,000 of their ARP
allotment which will pro-
vide the 25% match for
a WV Department of Eco-
nomic Development
grant currently being ap-
plied for. If successful,
nearly $4,000,000 will go
to the local expansion.

O’Brien requested
that the Commission
provide a letter of support
for the project to be sent
to the WV Development
office as well as similar
letter from citizens who
currently have inad-
equate communication
services.

First to speak to the
Commission last Friday
was Addi Facemire, di-
rector of BC Drug Test-
ing Services who pro-
vided a report on activi-
ties of her agency for the
month of March. That
report indicated that the
agency has conducted 73
drug screenings and that
2 individuals had suc-
cessfully completed the
terms of their home con-
finement and had been

released.

Luke Malensek rep-
resenting the Central
WV Outreach Center,
requested that the Com-
mission consider fund-
ing assistance for his
agency which provides
building and household
goods to area residents
at discount prices. He
explained that his group
needed assistance in re-
placing the roof on their
20,000 square foot facil-
ity which is estimated to
cost $50,000. He further
explained that CWVOC
has what they call a “No-
charge Program” which
assists local residents
who do not have the abil-
ity to pay the agency’s
discounted rates. He
used a family which lost
their home due to a fire
as an example. He
stated that last year the
program cost CWVOC
$43,000 for the materi-
als they disbursed at no
cost. Commission Presi-
dent Lisa Godwin stated
that the Commission
would place the request
on the agenda of their
next work session for
discussion.

Luke Nettles, BC
Animal Control Officer
spoke to the Commis-
sion regarding the need
to increase the adoption
Please turnto COMMISSION
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Council has long meeting

The Sutton Town
Council met on April 14.
The meeting was called
to order by Mayor JD
Hoover at 6:00 pm.

The first to speak to
the council was Johnny
King, Fire Forester with
the WV Division of For-
estry. He discussed fire
seasons, the issuing of
burn permits, and he
went over the regula-
tions of burn piles with
council members.

Police Chief Shane
Boggs provided an up-
date to council mem-
bers. He stated the de-
partment was recently
certified for three years
through the WV Juve-
nile Justice System.
Joint training with the
Burnsville and
Flatwoods Police Depart-
ments and the Braxton
County Health Depart-
ment was also com-
pleted for certification
in certain responses.
The department is also
in the process of becom-
ing FBI LEEDA certified
and will be the only de-
partment in the state

with that certification.
The department will
meet the FBI standards
for leadership qualifica-
tions across all levels of
command. This will also
help with receiving
grant monies to allow
the department to be-
come more self-suffi-
cient.

Mayor Hoover dis-
cussed options to moni-
tor the burn pile for ille-
gal dumping. Chief Boggs
stated he has been
changing his hours in
town, including early
morning hours, and he
would watch that area.
The individual that was
suspected was seen tak-
ing their garbage out Old
Woman’s Run out of his
jurisdiction. He did sug-
gest possibly purchasing
trail cams that could be
used to monitor that
area as well as others as
needed.

Municipal Judge
Rodney Jamison spoke to
the council with an up-
date on municipal court.
Court has met three
times with one case dis-
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month from 6:00 to 7:00
pm.

Under regular busi-
ness, council members
approved the minutes of
the March 24 meeting
minutes on a motion by
Beth Atkins with a sec-
ond by Jon Crum.

Also approved as pre-
sented was the payment
of bills on a motion by
Robyn Dolan and a sec-
ond by Recorder Laurel
Petolicchio. Jon Crum
asked about some of the
police expenditures and
equipment for the ga-
rage. Boggs stated the
police expenditures had
been previously approved
by the council. He had
been shopping around for
some of the equipment
trying to find the best
price and that was why
there was a delay in pur-
chasing.

Recorder Laurel
Petolicchio discussed
the budget for the upcom-
ing fiscal year. She had
been in contact with the
state auditor’s office to
make the needed correc-
tions to the budget. The
council will discuss the
budget more at the April
19 special budget meet-
ing.
Steve Facemire
stated mowing, weed eat-
ing, and trimming of
brush along the road-
ways had begun in the
town. He discussed rent-
ing equipment to address
the issue on 5% Street
and he is still working on
getting the culvert
cleaner up and running.

Mayor Hoover and
Robyn Dolan discussed
posting a notice the
town is accepting bids
for paving contractors to
work on patching and fix-

Please turnto SUTTON
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By Ed Given

Branch banks closing...

I had heard a rumor several days ago
that Peoples Bank was going to close their
branches in Sutton and Burnsville. The
date conveyed in those messages indicated
the move would happen in July. I was
pretty confident of my source, so I con-
tacted an official of the bank but was told
that no decision had been made.

However, that apparently was not cor-
rect information since I now understand
that bank employees were officially noti-
fied within a couple of days of my call. I
am disappointed that I was not able to get

dreamed of becoming a
beekeeper but are a
little intimidated? Join
us May 3™ at 5:30 p.m.
at the Nicholas County
Veterans Memorial Park

basics.

Dining Hall for a work-
shop to learn some of the

Eric Grandon, owner
of Sugar Bottom Farm in
Ovapa, WV will be the
instructor of the course.
Topics will include parts

accurate and timely information to combat

or confirm the rumors when I first heard
them. I guess that’s what happens when
local entities are owned by big conglomer-
ates headquartered outside the state.

I guess I'm old school. After 50 years of

doing business with the Bank of Gassaway
change does not come easy. When John
Heater owned the bank, it was much the
same. Those 40 plus years ruined me.
Premiers’ ownership brought about big
changes. Some of it was good. I particu-
larly like the electronic banks, even

From
our
readers

Landowners invited...
The Elk Conserva-
tion District and the
Natural Resources
Conservation Service

of a beehive, basic bee-
keeping terms, parasite
prevention and control
strategies, important
plants for honeybees,
beekeeping equipment,
proper placement of hon-
eybee hives and install-
ing package bees.
Registered partici-
pants will be entered
into a drawing to receive
beekeeping supplies - a
hat and veil combo,
smokers and hive tools

to our annual Local
Work Group Meeting
for the purposes of
setting priorities and
getting ideas and
feedback for our land-
owner assistance
programs for the
coming year. This
meeting is held annu-
ally to solicit ideas
from partnering agen-
cies, groups, and
individuals, as to what

Beekeeping Workshop
planned for May 3

Have

and a package of bees (15
participants will receive
these items). Hives will
be available for pur-
chase for $165 (story and
a half in 8 or 10 frame).
Refreshments will be
provided.

Farm Service
Agency personnel will be
on hand to share avail-
able programs. Pre-reg-
istration is required for
the Beekeeping Work-
shop by calling WVU-

highest priority, and
possible solutions,
practices/activities, or
programs might best
address these.

The meeting will be
held at the Elk Conser-
vation District Office
at 738 Airport Rd.,
Sutton, WV 26601 on
Wed. May 11, 2022, at
9:00am.

If you are able/wish
to attend, please notify

Braxton County Exten-
sion at 304-765-2809,
WVU-Clay County Exten-
sion at 304-587-4267 or
Nicholas County Exten-
sion at 304-872-7898.
Individuals requesting
accommodations be-
cause of a disability
should contact the WVU
Nicholas County Exten-
sion Office.

This Workshop is
supported by USDA’s
“Pandemic Assistance
for Producer’s Initiative”
USDA-FSA-MULTI-21-
NOFO0001104 under
Farm Service Agency,
and sponsored by Elk
Conservation District
and WVU Extension.

304-765-2535 or by
email at ecd@wvca.us.
If you are unable to
attend but still would
like to comment,
please let us know and
we can email or mail
you a questionnaire to
be returned to us. We
thank you for your
consideration in this
matter and look forward
to seeing/hearing from
you.

natural resource

the Elk Conservation

Sincerely,

would like to invite you

concerns are of the

District by phone at

Clark Mollohan,

thought my initial thoughts were the oppo-

site. Other changes were too drastic for
this ole customer. I was hopeful that

Peoples would be a positive change. I was

told, by people in the industry, that they,
Peoples, were very community oriented,
and I was optimistic when they took over. I
even persuaded one friend not to change
his mortgage loan until after the owner-

ship change.

Closing these branchs does little to
reinforce Peoples’ commitment to the local
area. I know that the Sutton Branch is
highly used. I seldom do normal banking
at Flatwoods. Yes, I realize it is close,
which is probably the business reason for
closing Sutton, but with gasoline over $4
per gallon, I will not be driving the six-
mile round trip for daily office deposits. I
have been a devoted supporter of that
bank, under all its owners, for five decades
and was hoping for better treatment, com-
munications, and service.

In my mind, closing these branches at
this time is a bad move. It may be good for
Peoples in a business sense, but it cer-
tainly stinks in the realm of public service.
I know it will be inconvenient for hun-
dreds of customers who patronize the
Sutton Branch. Some like me will be left
with no alternative but to explore the

options.

Obviously, Peoples Banks really doesn’t
care about my opinion. But, even if they
won’t talk to me about the change, it
doesn’t mean I have to like it! Shame on
you Peoples... your Sutton customers

deserve better.
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The Pulse Church in Gassa

way and the Awaken Recovery Outreach Program
conducted alive reenactment of the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ at the 67 Exit of I-
79 last Friday in celebration of Good Friday and Easter. Quite a fitting tribute to

the real meaning of a very special holiday celebration!

Editor: Our policy...

We would like to
remind readers that
we welcome letters to
the editor.

We would like to
reiterate our policy of
not publishing letters
that do not contain the
author’s identification.
You must enclose a
phone number for
verification purposes.
The number will not
be published.

We reserve the
right to edit and/or
refuse any letter. We
do not accept letters
refuting or endorsing
candidates for any
upcoming election.

Letters should be
mailed to: Editor,
Braxton Citizens’ News,
P.O.Box 516,

Sutton, WV 26601.

Those wishing to
email should send

them to: editor@bcn-

news.com

Whenever you can get
a big portion of your family
together for a weekend or
even a day, it’s a time to be
thankful. As I type with
the old laptop this Easter
Sunday evening, we en-
joyed a great day with
beautiful weather; Justin,
Jen and the twins joined
us for church services this
morning; blessed by a
wonderful cantata by the
GBC choir; Jean prepared
everyone a delicious
Easter dinner meal; and
my mom and dad were
having a good day and able
to join us for lunch and a
portion of the afternoon.

While we missed
Jessica’s family, we were
glad to at least visit with
them over the phone. As
we celebrate the resurrec-
tion of our Savior, Jesus
Christ, it’s been a day of
blessings for which I'm
thankful. And, as we
watch the continuing evil
of Russian leaders inflict-
ing harm on Ukrainian
citizens, it makes me even
more cognizant of counting
the blessings we enjoy.

Despite sending peti-
tions, videos, and letters to

News from
our Capitol

by Delegate Brent Boggs

our congressional delegation,
it appears at this date they
have yet to indicate whether
they plan to intervene with
the Corps of Engineers on
behalf of the citizens that
use our lakes. Effective May
1, a daily user fee will be
imposed via a credit card
only kiosks for visitors that
swim, boat, picnic, etc.
Based on the local economic
conditions and lack of a
public swimming pool, charg-
ing for use of the lakes sends
a poor message to our citi-
zens in central West Vir-
ginia. There are still many
unanswered questions, and
the public deserves answers
now.
While I will not give up
trying, it’s up to our federal
representatives to act, as the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
is a federal agency and
unfortunately, the State of
West Virginia has no juris-
diction on these plans, which
apparently have been in the
making for years. While the
COE did listen, they just
aren’t working with the
thousands of concerned
citizens that use our major
impoundments.

Finally, the Governor has

indicated that he intends to
call a one-day special ses-
sion of the Legislature
when we are back in
Charleston for April interim
meetings next week. While
we do not have an official
proclamation issued by the
Governor with his agenda
items, there is a list of
sixteen possible bills circu-
lating, as of last week. As
the session is anticipated to
be a one-day only session,
any bills that lack the
support to pass or insuffi-
cient votes to suspend the
rules that a bill be read on
three separate days will
likely be postponed for a
session later this year. I'm
including the April interim
meeting schedule below. A
few on the list are technical
veto messages, based on a
technicality. [ imagine that
it will likely change when
the Governor indicates the
date of the session.
Sunday, April 24, 2022

1:00 PM - Legislative
Oversight Commission on
Education Accountability
- Senate Finance

3:00 PM - Joint Commis-
sion on Economic Develop-
ment - House Judiciary

3:00 PM - Post Audits
Subcommittee -
Senate Finance

4:00 PM - Select Com-
mittee on PEIA, Seniors &
Long Term Care - Senate
Judiciary

5:00 PM - Joint Legisla-
tive Oversight Commission
on Dept of Transportation

Accountability - Senate
Judiciary
Monday, April 25, 2022
10:00 AM - Joint Stand-
ing Committee on Finance -
House Chamber
10:00 AM - Joint Stand-
ing Committee on the
Judiciary - Senate Chamber
01:00 PM - Joint Com-
mittee on Children and
Families - Senate Judiciary
03:00 PM - Commission
on Special Investigations -
Senate Finance
04:00 PM - Select Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs -
Senate Judiciary
05:00 PM - Joint Stand-
ing Committee on Education
- Senate Chamber
Tuesday, April 26, 2022
9:00 AM - Joint Standing
Committee on Pensions and
Retirement - Senate Fi-
nance
10:00 AM - Joint Com-
mittee on Technology-
Senate Judiciary
10:00 AM - Joint Com-
mittee on Health - House
Chamber
2:00 PM - Joint Commit-
tee on Government and
Finance - Senate Finance
2:00 PM - Legislative
Oversight Committee on
Regional Jail and Correc-
tional Facility Authority -
Senate Judiciary
3:00 PM - Legislative
Oversight Commission on
Health and Human Re-
sources Accountability -
Senate Finance
Please turn to CAPITOL
page 3
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things done and also get
to participate,” she
noted. It isn’t surprising
to learn that Linda
Brooks, the health care
teacher at the high
school is her favorite
teacher. “I had her for
four years and really en-
joy the way she teaches
her classes,” the senior
explained.

To achieve her goal,
Metheney will attend
Glenville State Univer-
sity for her basic classes
and then finish her de-
gree at Marshall Univer-
sity as GSU and MU have
partnered on a pharmacy
program. She chose to
begin at Glenville be-
cause “it’s close to home”
and she likes “the small
environment.”

During her high
school career, Metheney
has been quite active.
She belongs to HOSA, the
National Honor Society,
and FBLA. She recently
qualified to compete at
the national FBLA con-
vention. She also played
volleyball all four years
of high school. During
her free time, Metheny
enjoys hanging out with
friends and family al-
though her parttime
work at Kroger limits
her free time.

Asked what has im-
pacted her education the
most, Metheny, as did
many of her classmates,
answered, “The pan-

demic.” She explained
why. “It was a big
change,” she said. “We

switched from in-class to
online, and that made it
more difficult to get mo-
tivated to do our work.
We also did not learn as
much as we would have
in class. However, we did
the best we could with
what we were given.”
One response which
Metheny gave quickly
was to what impressed
her the most during
high school. “When the
boys made the states and
we sent them off with a
parade and in a special
bus,” she answered.

COMMISSION

continued from page 1

fees charged by the Ani-
mal Shelter. Nettles
stated that the fees had
not been increased for
some time and in many
cases did not cover the
costs of care for animals
before they were adopt-
able. He requested that
the new rates be set at
$149 for male dogs and

$169 for females. He ex-
plained that this new
rate would represent a
$50 per animal increase
and in most cases cover
the costs incurred by the
Animal Shelter. On a
motion by Larry Clifton
the new rates were
adopted.

Nettles also dis-
cussed the need to
recoat the floors in the
Animal Shelter. He
stated that the original
coating is cracking
which creates obstacles
regarding sanitation and
controlling disease. He
stated that his best bid
for the work was Appala-
chian Epoxy costing
$13,810. Melvin Gum
introduced a motion to
allow Nettles to proceed
with the work.

OES Director John
Hoffman requested that
the Commission cover
the cost of five, 5-gallon
pails of training foam to
be utilized in a county
wide training exercise
at the airport. He added
that the total cost includ-
ing shipping will be ap-
proximately $570 to
$595. The request was

granted.
Sheriff Lou
DellaMea requested per-

mission to advertise to
hire a part-time, tempo-
rary employee due to an
extended absence of a
full-time employee.
Larry Clifton’s motion
authorized the Sheriff to
proceed with the adver-
tisement.

Beth Adkins, repre-
senting the Town of
Sutton spoke to the
Commission regarding
the Town’s discussion
concerning the removal
of parking meters in the
downtown area. She
stated that the plan will
not work if county em-
ployees occupy the exist-
ing parking spaces on
the street. She re-
quested that the County
instruct their employees
not to park at the me-
tered spaces. Commis-
sion President Godwin
stated that the Commis-
sion would inform the
department heads of the
request.

The Commission ap-
proved the short form
settlements as pre-
sented by the Fiduciary
Supervisor for the follow-
ing: John L. Berry,
Thelma Beverage,
Frances Joan Bias, Lola
V. Harris, Diana B.
McAllister, Sharon
Elaine Miller and Jeffrey
A. Steele.

Applications for cor-
rection of erroneous as-
sessments were ap-
proved for Mary Dotson
and Frame Insurance

from...

Central West Virginia

Outreach Center
..giving from the heart
37 Little Buffalo Road,
Gassaway, West Virginia

304-364-HOPE (4673)
for with God, all things are possible.

New Arrivals:

* New Load: Ceiling Tile

3/4 inch Plywood

Metal Roofing 8’, 12°, & 16’

Vinyl Flooring

Butcherblock Countertops - Acacia
Poly ISO Insulation 4°X4”
Windows, various sizes

Sliding Patio doors

11/32” Beadboard siding

e New Load:
e New Load:
e New Load:
e New Load:
e New Load:
e New Load:
e New Load:
e New Load:
Materials available:
* House Wrap

e Treated Decking

* Mobile Home Doors: 32”

* Hand Sanitizer - 1 L Glass bottles

e Butcherblock Counter Tops - Beech

e Paint - 1 gal. Satin White

* Kitchen & Bathroom Faucets

* Flooring Laminate, Vinyl & Underlayment

e Floor Tile: 12x12, 18x18, 6x24. 12x24

* Tile Setting Materials & Tools

¢ Fiberglass blow-in insulation - machine for rent

* Roofing Shingles
e Toilets
e Wood Frame Mirrors

¢ Selection of Vanity Tops

e Granite/Stone Slabs
* Door panels (interior)

* Door Knobs
*Tub/Shower units

Other items too numerous to mention

The Central WV Outreach Center needs clean used oil to
heat with this Winter. Please call for details.
CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK
@ Central West Virginia Outreach Center
We are open Tuesdays & Thursdays 10 am to 6 pm
Wednesdays & the 2" Saturday of each month 9 am to 2 pm

Citizens,

NEWS

Agency, Inc.

Three purchase or-
ders were approved via
separate motions. They
included: Dell for an
OptiPlex 5090 SFF for the
OES Office at a cost of
$1,824.92; $885.99 for
license for Sophos AV for
Braxton 9-1-1; Two Dell
OptiPlex 7090 computers
for the Prosecutor’s of-
fice at a cost of
$2,897.04.

It was also Gum who
made the motion to pur-
chase a Heart Defibril-
lator for the Health De-
partment at a cost of
$1,919 plus shipping.

The Commission ap-
proved the purchase of
carpet cleaner for the
courthouse at a cost of
$649.99.

A discussion was
held concerning John
Forbush’s request to be
placed on the County’s
Wrecker Rotation list.
John Hoffman stated
that he needed to review
the lease Forbush has
for storage of vehicles
before reporting back to
the Commission. Larry
Clifton stated that with
the current volume of
calls he didn’t feel add-
ing another service was
needed at this time. He
made a motion, which
passed, that the applica-
tion be denied based on
that need. He added that
if Hoffman’s examina-
tion of the application is
satisfactory that
Forbush be first in line
to fill any vacancies that
may arise in the future.

Larry Clifton made a
motion to enter into an
agreement to purchase
property near the court-
house at 402 Riverview
Drive at a cost of
$135,000.

Gary Davis was ap-
pointed to the Braxton
County Solid Waste Au-
thority on a motion by
Commissioner Clifton.

The Commission set
July 1 at 10:30 a.m. for
a hearing on an objec-
tion to claim in the es-
tate of Susanna Rose.

The Commission ap-
proved an internal bud-
get revision requested
by the Sheriff’s Office.

Following a review
both the County and EMS
bills as well as the min-
utes for the
Commission’s April 1
meeting were approved
via separate motions.

Being no further
business, the meeting
adjourned at 10:13 a.m.
The next regular meet-
ing of the Braxton County
Commission will con-
vene on May 6 beginning
at 9:00 a.m.
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ing roads owned by the
town. The state is cur-
rently working on patch-
ing state owned roads.
Work will continue by
the state department in-
cluding work North
Baxter and North Main
on Town Hill.

Beth Atkins asked
about recycling options
for businesses. One
business has had an is-
sue with the cardboard
blowing around and get-
ting wet before it can be
picked up. Council dis-
cussed contacting the
business and any others
about the recycling and
the manner the recy-
cling should be placed
for pick up.

Jon Crum looked into
options for replacing the
lighting in the town
building. Through his
research, he found the
lights could be fixed for
approximately $10 each
in materials. Mayor
Hoover discussed con-
tacting Hickman'’s for an
updated quote for the 45
lights in the building.

Beth Atkins dis-
cussed the Elk River
Trail. The organization
is requesting a letter of
support be submitted by
April 20 for the Appala-
chian Regional Commis-
sion grant of $1.5 million.
A summary of what
would be completed with
the money was provided

to the council. The coun-
cil approved the letter of
support on a motion by
Beth Atkins and a sec-
ond by Catherine Hoover.

Mayor Hoover briefly
discussed a letter of re-
quest from an individual
asking council members
to submit letters to be
sent to Senator Joe
Manchin opposing the
nomination of Gigi Sohn
for the FCC.

Council approved
Jon Crum to sit on the
Farmers Market com-
mittee on a motion by
Beth Atkins and a sec-
ond by  Recorder
Petolicchio.

Council approved the
construction permit for
210 Riverview Drive on
a motion by Steve
Facemire with a second
by Robyn Dolan. Motion
passed with Recorder
Petolicchio abstaining
due to personal involve-
ment.

Council discussed
updating the town ordi-
nances. Council decided
to get current ordi-
nances converted to an
editable document. Once
that is complete, council
then can change and
edit them as needed for
updating.

Council revisited
the parking meter dis-
cussion. Recorder
Petolicchio stated she
had spoken with Bill
Hopen and he did not
want to leave his sculp-
tures up on the parking
meters but just out for
special occasions. Steve
Facemire noted the re-
moval of meters needed
to be looked into deeper.
He noted a system needs
to be in placed to moni-
tor the 2 hour parking
and delegate parking
spaces for those living in
apartments on Main
Street. Council decided
to buy bags noting 2 hour
parking to cover the
meter heads tempo-
rarily to see about en-
forcement and possible
issues before moving for-
ward on the removal.
Chief Boggs suggested
moving Officer Jason
Boggs over to more moni-
toring of the meters as
it has previously been
an office employee task.
He noted over 12,000
parking tickets written

since 2016 have been
found in boxes. The prob-
lem is the old adminis-
tration did not have
proper organization or
records of the tickets
and he cannot tell if they
have been paid or not.
He estimates that it is
approximately $6000 in
revenue that is un-
known if it has been ac-
counted for properly or
not. By shifting Officer
Boggs, the town can work
on fixing those issues
and have better records
on the parking meter
revenue. The issue of
courthouse employees
parking on Main Street
was also discussed. Bet